
 

The Masonic 
 

VOL.  NO. 21          MAY  2017        ISSUE NO. 2 
 

 

Trestle Board 
 

Mad River Lodge No. 77 

1868        -       2017 

Waitsfield, Vermont 

 

King Hiram’s Lodge No. 45 
 

1817        -      1832 



 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Dear Brothers, 

At our Annual Meeting and with the Elections of New Officers we 
closed out the old year and we began the new. 

First off let me congratulate all of our newly 
elected officers for this coming year and wish 
them the health, peace, and much success 
during the next year. 

We will now have an Officers’ Installation to 
do before the start of our next communication 
and then a Fellow Craft degree to do very soon 
afterwards.  

Next I want to “Thank” all the brothers of Mad 
River Lodge, especially my officers and the Past 

WM Gary Bombard Masters, who helped to make my term the 
success that it was. It was an excellent example of how when we work 
together in Harmony and Brotherhood we accomplish so much.   

So now that my term is over I would like to “Thank” all of my 
officers for their help and support. I would be amiss if I did not 
mention Brothers Rick, Gordie, Brent, Richard, Travis, Geoff, Jerry, 
Ken and Charlie; who have all worked ever so tirelessly. This was not 
necessarily during all of our meetings, but just as importantly, what 
they all do behind the scenes, mentoring, coaching and yes 
sometimes prodding, to keep our Lodge working smoothly. Thanks 
to them all. 

 
Fraternally Yours,  

 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 

 

NEXT LODGE MEETING – MAY 2ND 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 

Officer’s Installation: at May’s meeting 
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APRIL’s MONTHLY MEETING 
On a raw Spring, rainy evening at about 6:30 pm as the members 

tried to dry off and warm up before sitting 
down to a hot meal of Rick’s Bar-B-Q 
boneless pork ribs, bow-tie Alfredo pasta 
with a fresh salad and his bread and cheese 
plus a choice of hot/cold drinks and 

cookies/crackers. Then our WM Gary 
Bombard called the lodge to order at 7:42 
pm and opened in form on the Master 

Mason degree.   
List of the Officers present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard    SD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
SW: Richard K. Backus - Acting  JD: Kenneth A. Backus 
JW: Travis Morse      SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard  JS: Vacant  
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles   Chaplain: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant     Tyler: Vacant 
 
 Then the Secretary’s minutes of the Mar. 7th regular meeting, as 

printed in the Trestle Board was accepted as printed?  
Next Treasurer Gerry Maynard present his reports for the past 

month from Mar. 7th to Mar. 31st. Which showed income of $270.00 
and Expenses of $750.48. His report was accepted pending audit on 
a motion by Geoff, second by Rick and so passed. A discussion of our 
propane expenses and usage were reviewed. 

 
Unfinished Business: 

Rick Rayfield then spoke of status of the 
Winter Farmer’s Market. He said they are 
doing alright and will be here until the 1st 
week of May and they will be taking Easter 
Sunday off. He said there is still room for a 
few more vendors and we’ve had a few 
newer ones lately.  

 
 (Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

 
 

   Breathe in Some Heroic Inspiration 
  Tales of heroism inspire us. Courage, genius, and self-sacrifice combine to remind 

us that miracles can occur by virtue of human determination.  We have many heroic 

stories from days of old and in the current news.  Heroism happens in war, in natural 

disasters, in fights against epidemics and to preserve species and to right wrongs and 

to promote justice.  Sometimes we are heroes to the wide world, to our town, to our 

family, or even just to ourselves.  Sometimes we get our 15 minutes of fame, and 

sometimes no one knows what we have done.  Sometime we do not even realize 

ourselves what we have done.  Like Abe Lincoln thinking his address at Gettysburg 

was a failure when the crowd failed to applaud. 

  Recently, I do not think there was a dry eye among 50 Masons watching a Scottish 

Rite play depicting best friends who became heroes at Gettysburg in 1863. 

Freemasons Lewis Armistead of Virginia and Winfield Hancock of Pennsylvania 

served in the US army under General Thomas Johnston until the outbreak of civil 

war. Fighting on opposing sides, Confederate General Armistead led a heroic charge 

that briefly turned the battle. He was wounded and dying when Union Capt. 

Bingham came to his aid and delivered his farewell message and Masonic bible to 

Union General Hancock who was separately wounded.  A monument at Gettysburg 

marks this story of brotherhood in the face of dutiful adversity. 

  Could I ever rise to such heroism?  Once on Earth Day I jumped into the Mad River 

to save a plastic trout bucket that was floating away from the Game Warden. My 

little child thought I was a hero. I didn’t.  

  To expire means to breathe out, perhaps finally.  To inspire means to breathe 

in.  Heroes inspire us by making us breathe in the goodness of their actions.  One 

hopes to emulate them, not just by being amazed, but by striving to be a hero if the 

occasion demands it.  That’s a lame excuse! We all can be “heroes” almost every day 

if we look someone in the eye with a smile, when we offer assistance, even if it is 

rejected. We are heroes when we call someone “brother”.  Even if it only urges them 

to consider what Father we share.  As I look at the gravestones on Memorial Day, I 

see monuments to a sea of heroes. Unsung, but not unloved. Suck it up!  Breathe in, 

past and present, Brothers all!  -4- 



 

APRIL’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Next as our Building Chairman, he informed us that the Cub and 

Boy Scouts are meeting in our lodge while the church is being 
renovated. He listed some the problems, due to the recent snow 
storms, which he had to resolve and he is repairing the tables and 
chairs which are showing their age.  He also pointed out how the new 
15 w. lights, which he had installed in the lodge room, has brightened 
up the place. 

Next item was trying to set a date for our Fellowcraft Degree and 
Rick, who’s been working with our EA brother recently, said he 

hopes to be ready next month for the degree 
and he’ll let the WM know when they’re 
ready. At that time the master can set up the 
rehearsal dates? 

Nominating Comte report was given by 
Chairman Geoff Colby. He mentioned they 
have almost all the positions for Slate of 
Officers completed and will be ready for the 

annual election. 
The accounting and records for the Audit Comte’s use was received 

from the Secretary by Richard Backus and our Treasurer Gerry said 
he will turning his books over after he receives the last monthly bank 
statement.  

The Budget was next agenda item and the need for the Finance and 
Investment Comtes to work together was mentioned. The Secretary 
mentioned that our Ed Jones Rep. has left for Barre and his 
replacement moved to CT and the office in town appears to be 
closed. The WM informed us that Bro. Mike Kiessling is with Ed 
Jones in Burlington and he asked the Secretary to contact him so we 
could meet and review our portfolio. 

Next was the status of some Service awards which still have not yet 
been delivered was reviewed? Also, the need to order a 25-year pin 
for one of our brothers was approved by vote of the lodge.  

 

Next was the sudden use of the Lodge, which has been having 
various groups from the community holding meetings here on 

 
 (Cont. on Next Page) 
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APRIL’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
different dates and times.  It was noted that the Odd Fellows of 
Valley Lodge #16 will be holding a Benefit Pancake breakfast for our 

Brother Bruce Fowler’s “R & R Ranch” for 
returning Vermont Veterans at 8 am on Sat. 
April 8th. Then it appears that right after the 
Odd’s finish up the Boy Scouts will be in 
making their lunch and holding their Court 
of Honor. We have also had other groups 
holding meetings here since the Church 
across the street has been undergoing a long 

Bro. Fowler on his farm    needed renovation? 
Next agenda item was the demit request from Bro. Wm Peatman, 

Jr. The Secretary was asked the reason for this request? He could 
not give them any logical reason for the application? He said, “I 
guess that’s just old Bill?” The brothers all wished they had more 
time to talk with him, but they reluctantly had to agree to approve 
his request with ‘regret ‘.  

Next was the annual request of the Rainbow Girls for an Ad in their 
Journal. The lodge agreed to the request for a full-page Ad for $25. 
It was moved by Rick, second by Gerry and so voted by the lodge. The 
secretary will prepare the Ad. 

The next issue of late dues paying members was presented and a 
few brothers will try to contact these members before we must 
suspend them for non-payment. A few may have moved and not 
informed the lodge. Last item was to remit the dues of two brothers 
who are coping with health issues. The lodge voted to remit the dues 
for PM’s Don Demas and Bob Howard.  
Masonic Education: 

Ill. Bro. Rick Rayfield spoke about an AASR meeting and he noticed 
in another lodge room, not one but two lights shining diagonally 
down on the altar and Great Lights.  It got him to thinking how often 
we as brother Masons share different points of view and so with 
"Greater Light" we could all see more clearly. 

Being no further business to review, the lodge was then closed in 
form at 9:20 pm and adjourned to the dining room where a few 
helped finish off the pork, while other had dessert. 
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Mad River’s April 18th Annual Communication 
   It was chilly spring evening on the 3rd Tuesday for this yearly 

meeting and some members arrived a bit 
earlier for a nice Rick Pork Loin supper, 
with a big assist from Bro. Ken Backus.  
 JW Travis Morse had to depart before the 
meeting began. 

  The annual meeting was called to order 

in the lodge room by WMGary Bombard 
at 7:38 pm on the 3rd degree.   

List of the Officers present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard    SD: Kenneth A. Backus- Acting 
SW:  Richard K. Backus - Acting  JD: Brent V. Adams 
JW: Rick J. Rayfield- Acting   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant  
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles   Chaplain: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant     Tyler: Vacant 
We missed PM’s Gordie Eurich and Donny Demas and hope they 

are both on the mend. 
 The secretary read the minutes of the previous annual meeting, 
which were approved the lodge and so moved by the WM. 

Next treasurer Gerry gave and informational report as he just had 
his books returned from the audit comte. He detailed our annual 
fuel usage for the lodge, which was Propane $1,739 and Electricity 
$761.52. He recommended we consider finding a lower priced gas 
supplier for the coming year.  

Rick next reviewed the Scholarship program, which he indicated 
has one application out and other forms going to Hardwood school. 
The Deadline is May 20th for all entrants.  
 Next Charlie reported for the Finance/Investment comte that he 
contacted Ed Jones and we have a new rep., who will be at our next 
meeting in May. 
 Brent reported for the Audit Comte which found the books to be 
balanced and questioned the confusion of Mehuron’s bills to us? He 
“thanked” the Treasurer and Secretary for a good job done on behalf 
of the lodge. 

(Cont. on Page 9) 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that the season of May which brings the Flowers at the start 
of Summer and to give us Sunshine - we say ‘Thanks for all of our 
May Days brothers and the best for another great Birthday.  
 
 

Troy A. Kingsbury   May 12th 
Robert L. Howard   May 18th 
Kenton S. Blair    May 19th 
Darrell S. Mays    May 21st 
Douglas C. Kenyon   May 27th 
Gordon E. Eurich   May 28th 
 
 

  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Allen A. Gaylord   May 12th  24 Yrs. 
Gerald M. Maynard  May 13th  48 Yrs. 
Louis W. Anderson  May 16th  67 Yrs. 
Gary H. Kenyon   May 17th  40 Yrs. 

 
 

 
  

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the April issue. 

And also to: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.   
Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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MR’s April 18th Annual Communication (Cont.) 
 Rick then reported the latest news on the buildings usage by the 

community and maintenance issues being 
planned and done.  

He was next asked about the FC Degree, to 
which he stated that by the 3rd 0r 4th Tues. in 
May he would have the candidate ready. The 
date will be decided at the May meeting. 
   Next Brent presented the ‘Slate of Officers’ 

from the nominating comte. The WM opened the floor for further 
nominations and upon hearing none; closed nominations. A motion 
to have the secretary cast one ballot for the entire ‘Slate’ was made 
from the floor, seconded and so voted.  
 The new officers of the lodge for 2017-2018 are:  

Worshipful Master       Richard K. Backus 
Senior Warden               Gary A. Bombard 
Junior Warden               Geoffrey G. Colby 
Treasurer                         Gerald M. Maynard 
Secretary                          Charles R. Kettles 
Senior Deacon                Travis L. Morse 
Junior Deacon                Brent V. Adams 

The secretary said that he has a copy of Gen. Order’s #3 which he 
read at the last meeting, for anyone who wants to review them. 

The Annual Budget may be presented at the May meeting. 
The Past Master’s Degree will be held at Granite Lodge on Friday, 

April 28th at 6:30 for dinner, meeting starts at 7:30 pm. 
The Officers Installation will be held before the May 2nd meeting. 
Charlie made a motion to support the Odd Fellows kids to camp 

fund with $100, a second by Gerry Maynard and passed by the lodge.   
The Annual Session of the Grand Lodge of VT on June 14th was 

noted to remind the new officers they are expected to attend or get a 
proxy to represent them at this meeting.  

Gerry moved we open a Lodge of Sorrow for the ensuing year, it 
was second by Charlie and passed by the lodge 

A mention of a possible community supper for the Ambulance 
Service was noted. Gerry offered the ‘Thanks of the lodge’ to Gary 
for his services as Worshipful Master; he received a standing 
ovation. Then the lodge was closed in short form at 9:07 pm 

 

-9-  



 

MEETING AGENDA  
Tuesday – May 2, 2017 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Installation of new officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Annual Meeting  

2. Report of Building Comte 

3. Report on Fellow Craft Candidate 

4. Report on Lodge’s Scholarships 

5. Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Charge to the Budget Committee  

2. Set Date for Fellow Craft Degree 

3. Report of Invest. /Finance Comte’s  

4. Report of Return of Audit Comte Books 

5. New Business /Communications, New Gen. Order  

6. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Petitions & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate  
 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2017 - 2018 
Richard K. Backus                Worshipful Master           279-2056 
Gary A. Bombard                  Senior Warden                 496-2941 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Junior Warden                 917-4999 
Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                         496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                 Secretary                         496-4880 
Travis L. Morse                      Senior Deacon                 583-1994 
Brent V. Adams                     Junior Deacon                  496-3774 
Kenneth A. Backus               Sr. Steward                       839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons           Jr.  Steward              347/631-3404 
Gordon E. Eurich                  Marshal                              496-3869 
Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 
Christopher M. Keast           Tyler                                   454-0174 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon         donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II    ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles       potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury         kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury     kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord         richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard     stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Pete McMullen       prm436165@gmail.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Jake Sallerson  

John Hadden        hadden@wcvt.com                 Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com  

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com   Mat Simmons         mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net   Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com  

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org   

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee  

Richard Backus           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles            Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield              Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 
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    What is Freemasonry? It’s the world’s oldest Fraternal society dedicated to 

    self-improvement and Charitable works.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

New Membership cards are ready and are now available 
  

 PLEASE SEND $50 FOR YOUR 2017-18 CARD TO THE SEC. 


