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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

  

I hope everyone made it our special belated Christmas/Valentine 
Luncheon with your family and friends. I want to ‘Thank all for 

coming’ and we hope you had an enjoyable time. 
It appears as time and weather preys heavily 
upon us we lose so of the precious opportunities 
to be with our Masonic family members, widows 
and friends. I also want thank all those members 
who stepped up and helped us to make that 
afternoon a very special one.  

 

Next I want to say how good it is to again see the 
Waitsfield Winter Farmer’s Market starting 
back up at the lodge on Sunday mornings. And to 

WM Gary Bombard  see the Boys and Cub Scouts finding a new 
home with us while the church goes thru some renovations. 
Welcome all and a special Thanks to Brother Rick Rayfield for seeing 
to their needs while they are with us.  

 

So as we are about to close another busy year for Mad River Lodge, 
I want to remind you that next year will be our 150th anniversary as 
a lodge in the Mad River Valley? This is truly a Landmark of 
significance and a testament to our  fraternal precepts of faith, hope, 
charity and the tenet of brotherly love. Thus, I will be appointing a 
special committee to plan a celebration for this momentous event.  

 

Lastly, I want to remind everyone that we have a Fellow Craft 
Degree to do and we need to do a good job and we need all our 
members to step up and show up at these meetings. 

   
Fraternally Yours,  
 

Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –MAR. 7TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING 
   It was another Icy winter slick snow covered road, as the 

members from Waterbury came into the 
dining room to join us for the evening 
hot meal at around 6:30 pm.  They had a 
huge bowl of Rick’s chucky pork and 
baked beans dish, with a fresh salad and 
his bread, butter and cheese and a 

choice of drinks. Our WM Gary 
Bombard called the meeting to order at 
7:36 pm and he opened on the third 

degree. 
A listing of the Officers present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
SW: Todd R. Pudvar - Acting  JD: Bruce Humphrey - Acting 
JW: Gordon E. Eurich- Acting SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant  
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplain: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Rick J. Rayfield- Acting   Tyler: Richard Backus – Acting 
 

   Tonight was the official visit of our DDGM R W Thomas D. 
Nesbitt, also attending was PM Bruce Humphrey and WM Todd R. 
Pudvar all from Winooski Lodge #49. 

Then the Secretary’s minutes of the January 3rd regular meeting, 
as printed in the Trestle Board, was accepted as printed by order of 

WM Gary Bombard.  
Next our Treasurer Gerry Maynard presented his report for the 

past month from Jan. 3rd to Feb. 7th.  He reported our receipts, and 
disbursements for the month, and he also included an accounting of 
our two Mutual Funds, which showed their increase over last year. 
The report was move accepted, pending audit, by Geoff Colby, and 
passed by the lodge. 

At this point our WM Gary Bombard requested the Marshal 
escort our DDGM so he may be officially received.  After being 
introduced and greeted our DDGM was given ‘Grand Honors’ and 
escorted to the East and presented the gavel.  

 
(Cont. on Page 5) 

 

-3- 



FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

 
 

Mars marches on. Mars was not a Freemason. 

   The month of March is named for the ever popular god of war, Mars.  So is Tuesday 

(after the war god Tiw melded with Mars.  Tuesday is Mardi in French.)   Leonard Cohen, 

the late Canadian song-writer with a voice like a Fayston Town plow truck sang that King 

David- the author of many of the Psalms- had a secret chord that he played and “pleased 

the Lord”.  But we know David came into glory first for his feats of battle, notably turning 

the tide of the war against the Philistines by slaying Goliath with a rock from his sling.  

Author Geraldine Brooks’ recent best-seller portrays David’s irritation as he grows old. 

David is left by his generals to be a figurehead rather than a blood-letting sword-swinging 

terror-tolling warrior.  David can no longer wage war himself.  He is from youth and at 

heart a warrior- a man who can kill another human without hesitation.  So he is forbidden 

to build a temple to Jehovah.   The Lord offers David the consolation of a “house” that 

will remain in history.  But Solomon and the Hirams and the people build the Temple.  

In his frustration, David produces beautiful Psalms and sings them with “secret chords”.  

But masons build Solomon’s Temple. 

   Looking through my little black Masonic Monitor, and reviewing the 4th through 32nd 

degrees, and looking at the historic leaders of freemasonry, I am struck that they were 

builders, not warriors by and large.  Many of them in history - and many of today’s 

Masons - fought bloody battles for their homes and nations.  The many of the fighters 

for independence for United States, France, Ecuador/Bolivia, and Cuba were 

freemasons.   Freemasons will fight for what they believe.  BUT, the teachings of 

Freemasonry are largely about building up what is good-faith, hope, charity.  Building 

temples with good boundaries and perfect squares.  Building for education, and beautiful, 

and the progress of civilization   Freemasonry is not about good fighting evil.  It is about 

building goodness in our lives and the world around us.  We put aside debates about 

religion and politics, and instead spend our efforts on creating what is universally good.  

Improving ourselves by subduing our passions, helping others, promoting education and 

health.  We respect the wisdom of the past, and apply it to increasing the wisdom of the 

future.  Progress is not a war.  Progress is human nature, and freemasonry one of its 

champions. 
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Then it was back to the agenda with an update on this Saturday’s 

luncheon. The menu is set, the widows 
and Odd Fellows were invited, desserts 
are being made and a request for 
additional help was made.  

Next the Building Chair Rick Rayfield 
spoke of status of the Farmer’s Market 
and that there is still room for additional 
vendors. They could come and start for 
free the first week to see how they liked 

it. He then spoke of the recent usage of our lodge by having the Boy 
and Cub Scouts holding meetings and he also had half of the 
‘Socrates Cafe” group of 100 people from the Joslin Library using 
the other half of the dining area and the lodge room on Monday 
evening of January 30th. This group was an overflow from the 
library meeting discussing, “Why are we afraid of people who are 
different from us?”    

Then the Secretary reported that the requested demit by Northfield 
lodge and Fred Messer has been completed and filed.  

Next item was setting the Fellowcraft Degree and Richard Backus 
reported he hasn’t heard back from Bro. Sallerson. He suggested 
that if Rick, who sees him at his store almost weekly, could help out. 
The Master requested Rick be a co-mentor along with Richard and if 
he could help moved things forward. 

 A Comte was appointed for Dana Haskin‘s Resolution and the 
chair will be Bob Danaher, along with Gerry Maynard and Gordie 
Eurich. They will meet and report back at the next meeting. Next the 
lodge’s Charter and accoutrements was draped in black for a 30-day 
period and a prayer was recited by our Chaplain Rick Rayfield. 

The secretary then read some communications: a ‘thank you’ letter 
for the donation to the families of the recently killed Valley 
teenagers; then a nice card was read from PM Donnie Demas, who’s 
having some surgery done.  It was moved that the Lodge remit his 
dues for the coming year, this was unanimously passed. 

Next Richard asked about our new Scholarship Forms for this 
year, since his has two young students interested in applying.  Rick 

 
(Cont. on Next Page) 
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
reported he has the new forms ready to go and will e-mail them and 
place them on our Website, plus send to the Guidance counselor at 
Hardwood High. 

The Nomination Comte is Geoff Colby- chair with Gordie Eurich 
and Brent Adams. Then Secretary Charlie said we needed to have a 
meeting soon of the 2 finance comtes to see how we are going 
proceed?   
Masonic Education: 

Rick Rayfield spoke briefly about the symbolism of the number 
three.  He was humbled when asked recently to explain the gold 
triangle on the Scottish Rite altar.  He learned of the triangle as a key 
feature of geometry which Masons revere.  His review of the Middle 
Chamber lecture for the upcoming Fellowcraft degree, reminded 
him of more basic Masonic meanings - the Three Great Lights on the 
altar, the three Lesser Lights, and the three principal officers of the 
Lodge.  Freemasonry seeks through its symbolism to understand not 
just the foundations of our lives as spiritual temples, also the beauty 
of those temples. Even the genius of three principal officers is more 
than practical, it is a beautiful landmark for operating our Lodges.   
He urged all Brothers to read through the Middle Chamber lecture 
as both a review of the meaning of many Masonic symbols, and as an 
inspiration for building their lives not just solidly, but with aspects 
of beauty. 

Before the closure of the lodge, the Master asked if any of our 
guests had anything to say to us? The newest Past Master of the 6th 
Masonic District Wor. Todd Pudvar, thanked the lodge for tonight’s 
meal and hospitality; he also invited all to attend his first meeting 
seating in the East next month on the 1st of March.  

Last to speak was our DDGM R W Thomas D. Nesbitt, who 
brought the greetings of the Grand Master and his Grand Officers. 
Then he reviewed and detailed the General Orders issued from the 
Grand Lodge, covering everything from dispensations, no smoking, 
fundraising, no cell phones, uncoded ritual. Also our CARE and 
Scholarship programs, the GM’s Back to Basics, VT Rolls, Lodge of 
Instruction and ending with the question, “Where do you want to be 
in 5 years?”  

The lodge close in form at 8:57 pm and adjourned to the dining 
room for desserts. 
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Lodge Celebrates Valentine Luncheon 
 Well it was a lightly snowing single digit 
Saturday morning of February 11th in the 
Mad River Valley; as Rick Rayfield got the 
ovens and heat turned on by the time WM 
Gary Bombard arrived to begin roasting 
the turkeys with Brent Adams help.  
Pretty soon he had the whole top of the 
stove humming, with the veggies and 
potatoes cooking away. 

Things were coming along nicely when 
Rick, Bill Morse, Rachel and Chris Keast 
all arrived and pitched right in. The 
dining room was set up by Ruth Pestle and 
Gary. When the birds were done it was 
time for Charlie Kettles to mash up a 
mountain of potatoes, while the gravy was 
being prepared.  

A prayer of Thanksgiving was offered 
up by our Chaplain Rick Rayfield before 
sitting down to a delicious hot lunch. 

 In addition to the afore mentioned 
folks, we had Irene Mehuron, Vicky and 
Matt, Rachel McCuin, Suzanne Austin, 
Eugene Corliss, Holiday Rayfield, Joan 
Foster and Jane Lolax. We also had Brent 
Adams and his daughter. While everyone 
was enjoying their home made Pumpkin 
pie, Charlie took the time to present Gary 
with a donation check from the Odd 
Fellows. Then it was time to put together 
the take-out meals for some of our 
members and widows and get them 
delivered.  It was a truly great meal and 
we want to thank Gerry Maynard, Allen 
Gaylord, Rick Rayfield for their food 
donations. Also Suzanne Austin and Bill 
Morse who gave a donation to the lodge. 

We truly thank all ‘of the few’ who helped to make it a great day.  

-7-  



Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that Winter is easing and trying to turn the corner as the 
seasons drift towards the ‘Ides of March’ we give ‘Thanks’ to and 
get ready to wish our defrosting bro’s the best for another great 
Birthday.  
 
 

Richard M. Lord         Mar.   3rd 
Jeffrey A. Hunsberger     Mar.   9th 
Marke C. Englert               Mar.  10th 
Christopher M. Keast        Mar.  29th 

 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Marke C. Englert  Mar.   2nd  15 Yrs. 
Troy A. Kingsbury  Mar.   6th  23 Yrs. 
Donald E. Ritchie  Mar.   6th  23 Yrs. 
Jon M. Jamieson  Mar. 14th   21 Yrs. 
Charles R. Kettles  Mar. 22nd   24 Yrs. 
Richard G. Kingsbury Mar. 25th  20 Yrs. 

 
 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Sending of Emailing Feb. issue. 
And to Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield for their articles.   

  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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Past Master’s Degree held at Waterbury 
It was a cold Thursday evening of February 2nd when three Past 

Master brothers from Mad River Lodge 
#77 drove over to Winooski Lodge #49 
for the Past Master’s Degree. 
   The meeting got started at 7:30 pm 
with WPM Bill Morse seated in the East 
SPM ’Skip’ Flanders in the West and JPM 
Tom Nesbitt in the South. Randy Ricker 
was the Marshal, Bruce Humphrey as 
Chaplain and Eugene Corliss as Tyler. 
Seated on the sides were Don Duquette, 
Mike Lambert, Austin Isham and also 
Gerry Maynard, Gary Bombard and 
Charlie Kettles from Waitsfield.  
 The Guest of Honor for tonight’s 
degree was Todd R. Pudvar, the newly 
elected Worshipful Master of Winooski 
Lodge # 49.  

   After some instruction and given 
his obligation as the newest Past 
Master, WM Todd was seated in the 
master’s chair where the PWM tutored 
him on the virtues needed to be an 
effective leader of his lodge. He was 
tested and passed the tests and was 
congratulated by all the assembled 
brothers on his successful endeavors. 

It truly was a very special night and 
the last to congratulate Todd and 
speak was DDGM RW Tom Nesbitt.  

The meeting was closed in form at 
8:20 pm. Afterwards the dining room 

quickly filled up, as a serving of desserts 
was dished out for all the attending 

members. 
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MEETING AGENDA  
Tuesday – MAR. 7, 2017 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Valentine Luncheon 

2. Report of Building Comte 

3. Report on Farmer’s Market  

4. Report on Odd Fellows  

5. Report of Resolution Committee  

6. Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report on Fellow Craft Degree 

2. Set Date for FC Degree  

3. Appoint Audit Comte 

4. Undrape the Charter  

5. Other Business – Dues, Scholarship, 150th  

6. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Petitions & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate  
 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward                       
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                              279-2056 
Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon         donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II    ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles       potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury         kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury     kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord         richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard     stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Pete McMullen       prm436165@gmail.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

John Hadden        hadden@wcvt.com                 Jake Sallerson  

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com   Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons         mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee  

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 
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Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    What is Freemasonry? It’s a spiritual, benevolent and patriotic society of men 

committed to our God, our families, our neighbors and our country. 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

New cards have arrived and will be available before April 1st 
 


