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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

 

I hope you all enjoyed the great Christmas Holiday’s with your 
family and friends.  

Next I have heard many nice comments on how 
good the lodge looks and I want to “Thank” 
Brother Gordie and JoAnn for lighting up our 
porch for this Holiday Season. I also want to say 
‘Thank you’ to Brother Fred Messer for the porch 
Christmas decorations. 

I also want to say ‘We are sorry’ to all those 
Masonic family members and friends who 
usually come out to join us for our Christmas 
Luncheon. I believe everyone understood due to 
the bad weather conditions we just had to cancel. 

WM Gary Bombard    It was also good to have the Winter’s Farmer’s 
Market starting back up again with us on Sunday mornings.   

Next we have to get back to work on rehearsals to finish up our 
degree work, which will be decided at the January lodge meeting. 
We will need all of our brothers to get involved so our newest 
Brother can receive the best possible degree work we can do.  

Now with the New Year being quickly upon us and I want to wish 
all of you a very safe and sound time of the year.  Also to wish all a 
very successful and healthy coming year in 2017.   

 
Fraternally Yours,  
 
 

Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 
 
 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –JAN. 3RD 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 
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DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING 
   On the first snow covered Winter 

evening on the 6th of Dec.at 6:30 pm as 
the members as the members had to use 
the back door and snake upstairs to the 
anteroom for the hot meal: a bowl of 
Rick’s soup, with his bread and cheese 

and a choice of cold drinks. Our WM 
Gary Bombard called the lodge to order 
at 7:38 pm and opened in form on the 
3rd degree. 

A listing of the Officers present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard    SD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
SW: Richard K. Backus -Acting  JD: Brent V. Adams  
JW: Gordon E. Eurich -Acting  SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard  JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chap: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant     Tyler: Vacant 

Then the Secretary’s minutes of the Nov. 1st regular meeting, as 
printed in the Trestle Board, were accepted as printed?  

Next Treasurer Gerry present his reports for the past month from 
Nov. 1st to. Dec. 6th, which showed income of $1,025.00 and $575.02 
in expenses. His report was accepted pending audited on a motion 
by Gordie, second by Brent and so passed. 

Next our Secretary Charlie read the minutes of the Entered 
Apprentice Degree meeting of Nov. 29th, which was accepted with 
the notation that and EA brother from Williamstown was not 
mentioned? Well that brother was Fred Thumm, whose getting 
ready for the Fellowcraft degree. 

First item was the tabled motion of Rick’s; that the Lodge donate 
$100, to the Community fund set-up for the families of the recently 
killed 5 Valley teenagers, at our December meeting and to allow 2 
additional days for other brothers to add to this contribution. It was 
passed by the lodge. 

Next was the Building Committees report given by Rick: He heard 
that Joni’s International Boutique had opened on December 3rd  

 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

 
Janus or Juno? 

  I was a tour guide at the Rockefeller Chapel in Chicago during my college days. 
Architecture, stained glass, banners, history, and the second largest bell set in the 
world.  Dong! Ding! Dong!   enjoy visiting churches, cathedrals, and Masonic 
temples when I can. We may appreciate ancient temples for their beauty and 
craftsmanship.  Badly made and unattractive temples have largely fallen into ruin 
or been replaced. The sad truth is that many beautiful well-crafted temples in 
history are also gone. 
  We are all too aware of the destruction of the Temple of Solomon (957 to 586 
BCE), a key symbol for Freemasons. It was following by the Second Temple (516 
BCE – 70CE) built by Zerubbabel after the Babylonian Exile, rebuilt by Herod (20 
BCE) and destroyed during the siege of Jerusalem by Romans.  The Romans built 
a temple to Jupiter on the site, which was replaced by the present Dome of the 
Rock built in 691 and rebuilt in 1021.  
  Ah- Jupiter. Lest we forget.  And his wife/sister Juno.  Everyone knows that 
Janus, the Roman god facing both forward and back, is the god of January, the 
time of transitions. Ring in the old, bring in the New Year.  Exactly a week after 
the (slightly now misdated) Winter Solstice, piggybacked by Christmas.  But 
scholars now argue that January is named after the goddess Juno, often viewed 
as the goddess of youthful energy and strength.  Birth and transitions- Juno and 
Janus- are not opposites at all.  What is striking is that the attributes and worship 
of gods and goddesses shifts through the years in many cultures.  The shifting 
often produces rivalries and wars.  Athena became the goddess of beauty, 
wisdom, and war (Nike!) as the centuries vacillated between art, civics, and war. 
    Each year brings us fresh waves of sun and rain and snow.  Transitions, rebirth.  
Fresh enthusiasm for new starts and restarts.  Like the magnificent temples of old, 
our temples are temporary in some ways, and eternal in the heavens in other 
ways.  We worship tradition and we worship progress, one in each hand, bringing 
them sometimes together in prayer.  Let the scholars argue from their different 
viewpoints of ancient knowledge. Let us listen, but let us live in the present.  Let 
our temples be on level foundations, with upright walls, and square construction. 
Let our boundaries be firm and our gaze eternal. May we enjoy our work ahead.   

Happy New Year!     -4- 



DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
for business and she said they had their best opening day ever. 

He said she loved the new Christmas lights put up by Gordie and 
JoAnn Eurich and the Angels that Fred Messer has put on the porch. 
Then Rick mentioned Joni will be out by midnight on Saturday and 
the Boy Scouts will be moving their stuff in. Then he took a poll as to 
which light bulbs should be replaced in the lodge room ceiling lights. 
A motion was passed to replace them all with new LEDs. Oh! I forgot 
to mention the few dead mice? 

 

The Dec. 18th Masonic Christmas Luncheon was next and the 
master had allowed JD Brent Adams to volunteer as Chair of this 
annual committee. Gordie said he would donate the squash and 
Gerry said he’d donate the potatoes, Rick will assist him and others 
will be stepping up.  

 

Then Rick was back up again to speak to Winter’s Farmer’s Market 
starting next Sunday and he’s looking for 
more vendors. If we know growers and 
producer folks who have wares to sell, just 
let him know. The he went into the historic 
1862 Union Sign, sang us a few refrains of 
an old Civil War rally song and will check 
into it historic value and the possible need 
to salvage this old piece of history?  

 

Next the WM ordered that our Charter be un-draped after the 
60-day mourning period for our PGM Bruce Pomeroy and to re-
drape it in memory our brother Holly Ward.  Next he appointed a 
Comte chaired by Brent Adams with Gerry Maynard and Gordie 
Eurich to draw up a Set of Resolution for our dear departed brother 
Holly Ward and to report back at our next meeting. 

 

We then had a review of the Scottish Rite’s Masonic Day on 
November 12th across the Northern Jurisdictions and the events 
that lodges have participated in. Rick reviewed the Lincoln Play that 
was presented for the public in So. Royalton. Next Richard Backus 
high-lighted the upcoming Christmas play December's Rose, a play  
 

 (Cont. on Page 7) 
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Weather Cancelled Lodge’s Holiday Event 
It wasn’t just the sub-freezing temps nor the half a foot of snow 

falling most of the day before our 
Annual Christmas event that caused 
the sudden change to our long 
planned Christmas Luncheon for 
Sunday, December 18, 2016.  It was 
the continuous overnight rain on top 
of that whole slippery mess which 
ended up forcing the cancellation of 
our yearly family feast and get 
together. 

  
After constant consultations, with phone calls back and forth 

throughout the day and weighing the hazards of continuing to move 
forward, it became a necessity to reluctantly make a firm decision, 
especially after we heard that the National Weather Service issued 
its Winter Warning alerts for our area. 

 
We realize this is a very disheartening option and one which was 

held off as long as possible, before we had to issue our lodge’s 
cancellation notice. We are truly sorry; but we felt that it was in the 
best interest for the safety of everyone, especially for the widows and 
the older members of our lodge. 

 
We would definitely like to ‘thank’ all of those members who were 

in the process of beginning all the necessary preparations for the 
afternoon meal and to making this Holiday event so special for all of 
us.  

 
This being a very rare occurrence and it appears we may need to 

find another time and date to reschedule this loss opportunity for all 
of us to celebrate the Holidays?  

 
Most likely a full discussion will be held at our January lodge 

meeting and it will be determined how we will proceed for there. 
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DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
put on by the AASR, which is open to all on December 15th, 7:00 pm 

at the GMMC in Williston. There’s No 
charge for Admission and Refreshments 
will be served. 
 

Next we received word that one of our 
PM’s will be undergoing surgery next week 
and the Secretary was requested by our 
brothers to send a card wishing him well.  
 

If we were afraid that Rick was running out of something to say, 
fear not; he next read a note from Joni Zweig, President of Amurtel 
of North and Central America [AKA International Boutique] 
thanking the lodge for her great success. 

 

Guess who was going to do Masonic Education? PM Rick Rayfield 
presented an excellent piece on the History of our Lodge. We guess 
after he replaced the burnt out ceiling bulb and dropped the 
covering globe to the floor, which luckily didn’t break, he must have 
noticed the photos on the wall, which must have seemed easier to 
see in the brighter light?  Thus his talk about our Brother Oscar G. 
Eaton, who was secretary of our lodge for 40 years? He recounted 
the amazing 500 + odd number of meeting he attended, etc. etc. This 
was all well and good until he pointed out a small adjacent photo of 
a young Gerry Maynard? This led to Gerry taking the floor to recount 
the history of this photo, which had him pictured with 100-Yr. old 
Emma Eaton holding a n OES meeting with his assistance as Grand 
Patriarch at a time when she was very hard of (deaf) hearing. There 
are a few more pictures on that wall, but I guess that will be another 
story!!!  

Next a question of why our members, who didn’t have email, were 
not receiving a Trestle Board?  The secretary said that practice was 
ended by one of our past WM’s.  But Charlie said he had continued 
on, as his own expense, but as the numbers dropped - he could no 
longer justified either his time or his cost?  A review will be made at 
our next monthly meeting on how to proceed.   

The lodge closed in short form at 8:57 pm.  After which everyone 
socialize over some cookies in the ante-room. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that the New Year is here we can wish these brothers the 
very best of a Happy Birthday. So from all of us, we wish all our 
brothers a very special Happy Birthday. 
 
 

M. Richard Jamieson  JAN.  2ND 

Lewis W. Anderson   JAN.  16TH 

Jonathan M. Jamieson  JAN.  19TH 

James Leith III    JAN.  28TH 

 

 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Timothy S. Baker              Jan.  12th          9 Yrs. 
Kyle E. Greenslit   Jan.  12th      4 Yrs. 
Jeffrey A. Hunsberger      Jan.  12th          9 Yrs. 
Christopher M. Keast       Jan.  12th          9 Yrs. 
Travis L. Morse         Jan.  12th      4 Yrs. 
Michael M. Kingsbury    Jan.  12th        51 Yrs. 
David E. Jamieson            Jan.  24th        50 Yrs. 

 

 
 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Sending of Emailing Dec. issue. 
And to Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield for their articles.   

  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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International Boutique Was Back Again 
Well it is once again that time of year when Joni Zweig of Amurtel 

Charities and her group of 
volunteers start holding 
another one of her Annual 
Fundraiser Sales at the Mad 
River Lodge at 4376 Main 
Street in Waitsfield Village. 
  So this year during the first 
week of December, starting on 
the 3rd and ending on 
Saturday the 10th, there will 
be her usual staff on hand to 
help you find your way around 
‘The International Boutique’. 
  If you have never in to see the 
large array of jewelry, rugs, art 
works and mystic oriental 
items you are in for a unique 
shopping experience.  
  They will be selling the many 
rare, unusual and exotic items 
made and brought in from the 
Asian continents of India, 
Kashmir, Nepal, Thailand, etc. 
We sincerely hope everyone 
will make the time to come out 
to support their efforts which 
goes a long way towards 
helping all the needy women 
worldwide. 
  So we hope you all had a 
chance to visit this special 
annual Christmas event. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – Jan. 3, 2017 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Cancelled Christmas Luncheon 

2. Report of Building Comte 

3. Report on Internat’l Boutique & Farmer’s Market  

4. Report of Resolution Comte 

5. Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Set Date for FC Degree 

2. Report on Demit  

3. Appoint Committees  

4. Undrape the Charter  

5. Other New Business  

6. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate  
 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward                       
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                              279-2056 
Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury    kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury      kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord       richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Pete McMullen      prm436165@gmail.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                 Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com    Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons        mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    What is Freemasonry? It’s an ancient worldwide fraternity of dedicated men 

    with commonly shared principles and a strong belief in God. 
  
 

 

 

 
 

Your Annual dues cost you Less than $4.17 a month 
 

A FEW STILL OWE ANNUAL DUES - SEND $50 FOR 2016-17 


