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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

  

I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and Happy New Year’s Holiday 
with your family and friends.  

So if you have made some New Year’s 
resolutions, I hope you made one to be more 
active in your lodge and more involved with your 
brothers this year. And to seek out qualified new 
candidates to join us. 

 

At our recent meeting our brothers have 
decided to hold a Valentine Weekend Luncheon 
in the lodge on Saturday, February 11th at noon. 
So to all of our Masonic family members, widows 
and friends, who generally joined with us for our 

WM Gary Bombard   annual Christmas Luncheon, you are invited to 
attend.  This year we also decided to invite some Odd Fellows and 
their wives to also attend the luncheon. So we will be finalizing all 
our necessary details for the luncheon at our upcoming meeting.  

 

I next would like to remind everyone that we have a Fellow Craft 
Degree coming up and we need to be ready to do a good job and we 
need our all members to step up at these meetings. 

 

Lastly, it was good to again see the Waitsfield Winter Farmer’s 
Market starting back up at the lodge on Sunday mornings.  I hope 
everyone spreads the word and supports this community effort. 

   

Fraternally Yours,  
 
         

Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 

 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –FEB. 7TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 

Feb. 11th - Special Valentine Luncheon at 12:00 PM 
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JAN’s MONTHLY MEETING 
   On an Icy winter slick covered road, our members came into the 

dining room for the evenings hot meal at 
around 6:30 pm.  They had a huge bowl 
of Rick’s Prosciutto, portabella, 
parmesan, crème sauce on Fettucine, 
with his bread and cheese and a choice of 

drinks. Our WM Gary Bombard 
called for order at 7:42 pm and he 
opened the lodge on the 3rd degree. 

 
A listing of the Officers present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
SW: Richard K. Backus -Acting JD: Frederick J. Rayfield Acting 
JW: Gordon E. Eurich -Acting SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chap: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant    Tyler: Vacant 

 

Then the Secretary’s minutes of the Dec. 6th regular meeting, as 
printed in the Trestle Board, was accepted as printed.  

 

Next our Treasurer Gerry present his report for the past month 
from Dec. 6th to. Jan 3rd. He also reported our lodge donation, to 
the families of the 5 recently killed Valley teenagers, included pass 
thru funds from our brothers who also donated. The report was 
move accepted, pending audit, by Charlie Kettles, second by Gordie 
Eurich and passed. 

 

The first item on the agenda was the cancelled Christmas Luncheon 
due to the inclement winter weather.  A discussion was held on 
holding a possible make-up event and when to hold ‘A Mid-Winter 
Party’ was moved by Gerry and second by Richard Backus.  It was 
finally decided an2d voted to hold a ‘Christmas replacement’ to be a 
‘Valentine Luncheon’ on the second Saturday of February, the 11th 
at noon. It was also moved to invite the Odd Fellows, their wives and 
other Masonic connected folks. 

 
 (Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

 
 

The Way, the Truth, and the Light 

   A new brother coming into Mad River Lodge recently chose to take the 
obligation with the Tao Te Ching as the “Book of Sacred Law” on the altar.   
The brothers had a discussion about it. The Tao Te Ching – the “Bible” of 
Taoism- was written about 600 BCE in China.  Tao means “Way”.  The first 
sentence translates roughly “The Way that is named is not the True Way.” (That 
is, put a name on it and you have missed the point.)   Te means “Truth”.  And 
Ching means something like Great Explanation or Enlightening.  Some Taoists 
prefer the title as Te Tao Ching, putting the Truth before the Way, as the text 
can be shuffled by date or topic. Either way (ha ha) the book is considered the 
basis of enlightenment in Taoism.  

   The brothers present at that discussion seemed enlightened. It was clear the 
new brother taking an obligation on the Tao Te Ching believes in something 
more divine than Man. And they could see the Tao Te Ching as a required 
“Book of Sacred Law” on our altar.  Some of us have seen various Christian, 
Jewish, Islamic, and Buddhist holy books on the altar in the House of the 
Temple in Washington DC.  As I drove home after the meeting, I recalled a 
quote from Jesus of Nazareth. He said (in Aramaic or Hebrew) “I am the Way, 
The Truth, and The Light.”  

   We sometimes struggle to see something or someone as different, when they 
are so close to the same.   Seeing faiths as different but similar enriches our 
own traditional view. We ask questions about various faiths. This does not strain 
our faith.  We often find our faith strengthened by looking at other faiths. 
Knowing about them helps our appreciation exceed our tolerance for our 
brothers.  So mote it be. 
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JAN’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
The building comte chair Rick noted that, as we had seen tonight, 

some of the Cub Scouts were using the dining room area on this early 
Tuesday evening.  He said they will be in 
on Tuesday evenings. He also then 
reported on the folded tables in the 
kitchen, which the scouts will use, being 
downstairs and the two metal shelving 
in the dining room, which the Odd 
Fellows will be using in the basement. 

Next Rick mentioned that the 
Waitsfield’s Winter Farmer’s Market was returning this weekend 
and will be here each Sunday from 11 am to 3 pm.  

  

Next the Resolution Comte’s report for Bro. Holly Ward was read 
and the Charter was re-draped for 30 days. The secretary will be 
sending a copy to his widow and family members and he will place a 
copy in the archives of the lodge. The WM ‘Dismissed’ and ‘Thanked 
the Committee’ for their fine work. 

 

Next was a discussion on how close are we to holding a Fellow Craft 
degree? What is the candidate’s status and is he ready to move 
forward? PM Richard Backus hasn’t been able to make contact and 
the secretary offered him an additional phone number to try. He will 
report back at the next meeting. 

 

Next item was a letter received from DeWitt Clinton lodge #15 of 
Northfield, advising our lodge, that they have accepted a new 
member into their lodge at their last meeting and are sending a 
request from Fredrick R. Messer to demit from Mad River Lodge 
#77.  A motion was made and second to grant this request and to 
send the proper ‘Demit Form’ to the Secretary of DeWitt Clinton 
with our regrets and to extent the best wishes of our lodge. The 
motion was unanimously passed. 

 

The Masonic Education was from Rick, who reviewed the history of 
King Solomon’s Temple, it’s destruction, then being a Temple for the 
Roman god Jupiter up to today’s present ‘Dome of the Rock’.  

 

The meeting was closed in form at 8:39 pm and we adjourned to the 
ante-room for desserts. 
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Obituary of Dana L. Haskins, Jr. 
Dana L. Haskin, Jr. - 86, passed away peacefully surrounded by his family on January 16, 

2017 at the University of Vermont Medical Center in Burlington. He was 

born to the late Dana L. Haskin, Sr. and Edith (Bryant) Haskin on August 

31, 1930 in Providence, RI.  

Dana was a 1949 graduate of Montpelier High School and then proudly 

pursued a military career culminating in 33 years of combined service as 

a Lt. Colonel in the United States Air Force and the Vermont Air National 

Guard. He served in the Korean War as a left gunner on the B29 and with 

the Vermont Air Guard F89J Flight Group A. He received many medals 

and awards, notably the Air Force Commendation Medal and the Vermont National Guard 

Commendation Medal. 

On March 23, 1952, he married Eleanor Farr in Waitsfield, Vermont. First living in Texas as 

Dana continued his service, they later returned to Waitsfield to help Eleanor’s mother operate 

the Waitsfield-Fayston Telephone Company, as it was known then. Throughout the 1960’s 

and 70’s, Dana and Eleanor invested their time and energy to grow the company, investing 

in technology to bring state of the art telephone, cable TV and eventually Internet service to 

the Mad River Valley. In 1994, the company expanded its customer base to additional 

communities in the Champlain Valley and is now known as Waitsfield & Champlain Valley 

Telecom. Dana was immensely proud of the company and all who helped build it. Dana and 

Eleanor raised four children, two that continue to run the company today. 

Dana was an active community member serving as past-president of TANE (Telephone 

Association of New England), was one of the founding members of the Mad River Valley 

Ambulance Service, a member of the Waitsfield Volunteer Fire Department, and for many 

years taught Hunter Safety Education. He enjoyed the outdoors, hunting, fishing, collecting 

and researching firearms, time at ‘camp’, spending time with his family and many canine 

companions over the years. 

Dana was predeceased by his loving wife of 63 years, Eleanor G. Haskin on May 3, 2015, 

and daughter Susan Haskin Simms on July 14, 2003. Dana is survived by son Eric and his 

wife Anna of Waitsfield, son Gregg and his wife Roberta of Berlin, son Scott of Hinesburg, 

grandchildren, great-grandchildren, a sister Ann Haskin Ways of Glendale, CA and brother 

Father Jay Haskin of Stowe. Dana was also predeceased by his stepmother, Marguerite 

Haskin.  

Funeral services will be held at the Waitsfield United Church of Christ on Tuesday, January 

24, 2017 at 11 a.m. with a reception to follow at Waitsfield Telecom in Waitsfield. Interment 

services with full military honors will be held in the Waitsfield Village Cemetery this spring. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts would be appreciated to the Mad River Valley Ambulance 

Service, PO Box 305, Waitsfield, VT 05673. Assisting the family is the Perkins-Parker 

Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Waterbury. To send online condolences please visit 

www.perkinsparker.com or the funeral home Facebook page. 
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Lodge Celebrates the Life of Dana Haskin 
It was a lite snowing Tuesday morning, 

on January 24th in the Mad River Valley, 
as mourners arrived by 11 am at the 
Waitsfield United Church of Christ for 
the Celebration of Life Service for Bro. 
Dana L. Haskin, Jr.  

Brothers of Mad River Lodge #77 met 
at the lodge to don aprons before walking 
over to the church for the day’s service. 

Rev. Nancy McHugh opened the service 
with Greetings followed by the hymn 
“The Old Rugged Cross”.  

After the Invocation & prayer we than 
heard a musical song by The Browns.  
Then Dana’s sister Ann spoke of his early 
years. Then we all recited the 23rd Psalm 
in unison before hearing from Dana’s 
Brother, a Catholic priest, from the New 
Testament. Father Jay Haskin read from 

the Book of John and he also delivered the 
Eulogy.  

After a prayer of Thanksgiving, another 
song by Elvis was played, there was then a 
final hymn which was then followed by a 
Masonic Service. 

Bro’s Charlie Kettles and Gordie Eurich 
presented our funeral ritual, with support 
from Gerry Maynard, Gary Bombard, 
Rick Rayfield and Geoff Colby. Thus 
followed by the Postlude and the closing 
of the ceremony. 

After the service the community was 
invited to attend the reception and to 
greet the family at the Waitsfield and 
Champlain Valley Telecom facility right 
after the service.   The burial service will 
be done in the Spring. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
 
Now that the Winter is here we can wish these brothers the very 
best of a Happy Birthday. So from all of us, we wish all our 
brothers a very special Super Bowl Happy Birthday. 
 

Wendell M. Kathan   FEB.    7TH 

Allen A. Gaylord    FEB.  17TH 

Peter R. McMullen   FEB.  27TH 

 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Everett C. Maynard  Feb.    5th    44 Yrs. 
Bradlee B. Graves      Feb.  20th        63 Yrs. 
Kenton S. Blair   Feb.  25th    27 Yrs. 
Ryan J. Green   Feb.  25th          5 Yrs. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Sending of Emailing Jan. issue. 
And to Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield for their articles.   

  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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Masonic Members Praise a Bro.’s 60-yrs. Service 
Well it was a cold single digit evening when many brothers from 

across the State of Vermont traveled to 
Eastern Vermont to pay tribute to one of 
our beloved brother, Cedric L. Smith. 
 Before the regular January lodge 
meeting of Pulaski Lodge # 58 began 
their Annual Oyster Stew Supper started 
at 6:30 pm. 

 Over 4-1/2 dozen Masons journeyed 
to Well Rivers this night to enjoy this 
special meal, which was the sixtieth time 
that brother Cedric Smith has prepared 
and served this special supper.  

 As the dining room quickly filled up 
and Bro. Smith, in red sweater, served up 
the stew for all the hungry attending 
members.  

The lodge meeting was called to order, 
after the meal, at 7:30 pm by the Acting 

Worshipful Master.     

 The high point of the meeting was 
the presentation of 3 Service Awards.   
The brothers receiving them were: 
John S. Cobb – 50 years, Dean K. Page 
– 55 years and Cedric L. Smith – 60 
years. We are sure it was a very special 
night for all of them to have our Grand 
Master MW George Deblon making 
their pin presentations and for being 
recognized by so many brother 
Masons, including four past Grand 
Masters of Vermont.  It was a truly a 
very special night 

The meeting was closed in form at 
8:50 pm. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – FEB. 7, 2017 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Valentine Luncheon 

2. Report of Building Comte 

3. Report on Internat’l Boutique & Farmer’s Market  

4. Report on Demit  

5. Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report on Fellow Craft Degree 

2. Set Date for FC Degree  

3. Appoint Resolution Committees  

4. Undrape and Re-drape the Charter  

5. Other New Business  

6. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate  
 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward                       
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                              279-2056 
Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon         donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II    ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles       potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury         kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury     kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord         richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard     stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Pete McMullen       prm436165@gmail.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

John Hadden        hadden@wcvt.com                 Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com    Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons         mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee  

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    What is Freemasonry? It’s a spiritual, benevolent and patriotic society of men 

committed to our God, our families, our neighbors and our country. 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

A FEW STILL OWE ANNUAL DUES - SEND $50 FOR 2016-17 

Annual dues cost you Less than $1 a week – about 2 postage stamps 


