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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

I’m sure glad to see the arrival of Spring! We are presently 
working toward our Fellowcraft degree and we will need to hold a 

rehearsal very soon.  And now as my year as 
Master of the Lodge is ending, I want to ‘Thank 
you all’ for your strong continuing support.   
  It all began with our Ladies at the Table in 

Montpelier, then we saw the successful end of 

the Farmer’s Market season, we donated to 

Shriner’s Hospital and then we presented two 

$500 Scholarships to local students, helped 

Baked Beads on Memorial Day weekend and we 

helped to send Kids to Camp in ME from Valley 

WM Gary Bombard  Lodge #16. Then we again fed over 100 people 

at the United Church of Christ by providing a community supper. We 

next held our annual Columbus Day weekend Baked Beads event 

and then our annual Chicken-pie supper and we attended the 

Annual 6th Masonic District meeting and supper. Then we held an 

Entered Apprentice Degree in early November for a new brother. 

We had International Boutique back again, but due to foul weather 

we didn’t hold our Annual Christmas Party. We have had the 

Waitsfield Winter Farmer’s Market back using the lodge, as well as 

the Cub & Boy Scouts. We then hosted our Widows, family’s, friends 

and Valley Lodge #16 members this year at our make-up Valentine 

Luncheon.  Again, ‘Thank you all’ for your continuing hard work.  

Fraternally Yours,  

 

Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –APR. 4TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

Our Annual Meeting Communication is at 7:30 pm on April 18th 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 
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MARCH’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a cold rainy winter night, after a sub-freezing weekend, as 

some of our members were busy with Town 
Meeting Day’s voting and ballot counting. 

After Rick cranked up the heating and 
oven, before heading off to his town’s 
meeting. Charlie put one of the many frozen 
pizzas, which he has stored as back-up 
meals, in the oven for the small turn out we 
always get at the March meetings each year.  

 

As four brothers join us for a hot ¼ slice of a pizza pie each and w/ 
chips, juice, lemonade, hot chocolate with cookies, etc. at around 
6:40 pm. We also put another pizza in the oven in case Bro. Rick got 

back before our meeting started, which he did.  Our WM Gary 
Bombard called the meeting to order at 7:40 pm as he opened on the 
Master Mason degree. 

A listing of the Officers present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Rick J. Rayfield - Acting 
SW: Richard K. Backus - Acting  JD: Gordon E. Eurich - Acting 
JW: Brent V. Adams - Acting   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Chas R. Kettles- Acting JS: Vacant  
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles   Chaplain: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant     Tyler: Vacant 
 

Then the Secretary’s minutes of the February 7th regular meeting, 

as printed in the Trestle Board was accepted by order of WM 
Gary Bombard on hearing no corrections or changes.  

Next our Treasurer Gerry Maynard’s report for the past month 
from Feb. 7th to Mar. 7th was reported. It showed the receipts and 
disbursements for the month as presented by Charlie Kettles and he 
also included a report of marked improvement of our two Mutual 
Funds, which showed their best increase in many years. The report 
was move accepted, pending audit, by Rick Rayfield, and second by 
Gordie Eurich and passed by the lodge. 

Next our WM Gary Bombard reviewed our recent ‘Valentine  
 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

 
 

Natural Masonry 
   We also have a religion which was given to our forefathers and has 
been handed down from father to son. We worship in that way. It 
teaches us to be thankful for all the favors we receive, to love one 
another and be united.   
 from world-renowned 1805 speech by Red Jacket- (Seneca 
Indian).  
   So many different forms of Freemasonry exist- Blue Lodges, York 
Rite, Shrine, Scottish Rite, Eastern Star, DeMolay, Rainbow Girls. 
You might think other similar groups- like Oddfellows, Knights of 
Columbus, college fraternities and sororities, Order of the Arrow, 
Rosicrucians, and so on are copycats or simply variations on our 
theme.  Arthur C Parker 32⁰- an eminent archaeologist and Seneca 
Indian- traced his own membership in Masonic bodies to what he 
calls the natural aspects of Masonry.  He found that men, and 
women, meeting together to improve their spiritual and ethical 
selves, and using rituals to codify their shared virtues and 
aspirations, exist in many cultures around the world, through 
history, and especially in Native American culture.  He said the use 
of symbols, and altars with or without fire, and ritual walking 
together often with a guide, and an open but shared appreciation of 
Creation and the mysteries of Nature, with deity often named and 
often unnamed are all common around the world.  We might more 
appreciate our own version of “natural masonry” if we did not claim 
it to be the First and True.  Rather we can enrich our own version by 
seeing it immersed in a deep and broad family of similar natural 
associations of people with each other and in relation to the broader 
universe of things inanimate and living.  Our differences and our 
similarities weave us together in the web of Creation. 
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MARCH’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Luncheon’ held on the second Saturday of February, the 11th at 
noon. He related the highlights and mentioned as many folks who 
stepped up to make it great day for all. He pointed out the efforts of 
Gerry, Allen Gaylord and Ruth Pestle, Rachel Keast, Brent, Rick, 
Charlie, Bill Morse and Eugene Corliss. 

 At that point Rick pointed out that he 
had sent the Barretones to sing a Valentine 
to Ruth Pestle [See Pix] at her home. Then 
the secretary read to the lodge a few 
‘Thank you’ cards.  He mentioned we 
received a nice donation from Susan 
Austin with one of the cards. Plus, he said 
he received an anonymous donation at the 
luncheon. On behalf of the lodge we, 

“Thank them for their thoughtfulness.” 
 

Then the Building Chairman Rick Rayfield spoke of status of the 
Farmer’s Market and said there is still room for a few more vendors. 
If we know of anyone who would like to be a vendor, please contact 
brother Rick. Then the Secretary read a nice note from the Mad 
River Corral ‘Thanking us for the use of our lodge”; as well as the 
Boy & Cub Scouts, who are using the dining room on Tuesday 
afternoons. Rick was also reimbursed for the two hot water heater 
elements, which he had to replace after they were burned out, when 
the user didn’t check to see if there was any water in the line before 
cranking it up??? Plus, he related the problems with the kitchen 
door lock, which was broken and he repaired it. Rick mentioned that 
the Scouts will be holding their Pinewood Derby on March 18th from 
4-6 pm. If you’ve never seen one - it’s worth a look! 

 

After secretary Charlie read the Resolutions to the lodge, as 
prepared by the comte of Bro’s Danaher, Maynard and Eurich.  It 
was moved to send these Resolutions to the Haskin family and to be 
laid up in the records of the lodge. The WM then thanked and 
dismissed the committee and directed that the charter and 
accoutrements of the lodge be un-draped. 

(Cont. on Next Page) 
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MARCH’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Next item was the setting of our Fellowcraft Degree and Rick who’s 

been working with the candidate recently said Jake could be ready 
for next month’s degree and he’ll try to see he’s ready. So, the date 
of Tuesday, April 11th for the degree may be met?  The master will 
set the rehearsal dates when we are ready.  

 

PM Gordie Eurich reported he had seen PM Donnie Demas and 
he’s on the road to recovery. Gordie also mentioned he will be 
getting a new hip and he will not be available for a while?  

 

Next there was a suggestion to hold a meal for our Valley-wide 
Fire-fighters or other volunteer groups, e.g. Ambulance Service? 
Then a recommendation was made to hold a Brotherhood Night or 
‘Bring a Friend’ to dinner night. Also, that maybe we have a 
Game/Card/Chess evening for our members?   

 

Next a request on our Scholarship forms was raised? Bro. Rayfield 
said the forms were available on our lodge web site, but he will be 
sending out an email copy out tomorrow.  

 

Masonic Education: 
Ill. Bro. Rick Rayfield spoke briefly about his review of the 

columns as espoused in the Middle Chamber of the Second Degree. 
Rick passed out geometric drawings of the classic Doric, Ionic, and 
Corinthian columns, noting that Jachin and Boaz are examples of 
Corinthian. The three classic columns show increasing beauty in 
Architecture 2700 to 2500 years ago through the additional of 
natural forms-  Ionian ram’s horns and Corinthian acanthus leaves.  
We then looked at photos of caryatids- temple columns carved in the 
shape of robed women.  The examples were from 400 BCE on the 
Acropolis in Athens, and in 1905 in Buffalo NY by Saint-Gaudens. 

Masonry sees progress in the application of art and natural beauty 
to the science of geometry, as described in our Middle Chamber 
lecture. To the science of ethics, we seek to combine the artful side 
of living to improve our upright standing. 

 
There being no further business to review, the lodge was then 

closed in form at 9:10 pm and adjourned to the dining room. 
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Mad River pulls its weight in Vermont Scottish Rite 

   The Valley of Central Vermont Scottish Rite presented the 18th 
degree “Rose Croix” in the 
Barre Vermont lodge room on 
March 16th, 2017.  Four of the 
seven costumed cast members 
were from Mad River Lodge.  
Can you spot Rick Rayfield and 
Brent Adams in the front row, 
and Richard Backus and Gary 
Bombard in the back row?  
   Rick is drama director for 
the Valley, Brent is Treasurer, 

and Gary is Thrice Potent Master. Richard - who masterfully 
played the lead role as Most Wise Master - is Commander in Chief 
for the Vermont Consistory and will receive the 33rd degree next 
summer. 

    Rick, Richard, and Gary were also in the cast for the 22nd degree 
presented in Brandon Vermont two days later, on March 18th.  

This degree depicts Masonic 
workmen out in the forest 
introducing a candidate to the 
working tools consisting of saw, 
plane and axe.  In this photo 
Rick is on the left running the 
music machine and Gary is 
coaching the candidate on the 
use of the block plane.  Most of 
the action is done through 14 
songs - in a Masonic musical!  
The piano accompaniment was 

provided karaoke style (recorded) by Mad River Lodge widow 
Joan Foster.  The songs include three songs from Henry Bache 
Smith’s 1890 show Robin Hood.  Merry men of the forest, you 
know.  Brown October Ale, Gypsy maidens, tinkering (cunning 
metal work), but seriously enjoyable work.  Once again this rarely 
attempted degree attracted brothers from four states.    
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that it’s the season of April Showers that brings the 
beginning of Spring and to give us Sugaring - we say ‘Thanks for 
Maple favors’ and are ready to wish all our April brothers the best 
for another great Birthday – IF we had any? 
 

      WE HAVE NO APRIL BIRTHDAY MEN 
 

    MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
Wayne Whitelock  Apr.  3rd  50 Yrs. 
Donald J. Demas  Apr.  4th  56 Yrs. 
John L. Hadden   Apr. 16th  29 Yrs. 
Brent V. Adams   Apr. 16th    7 Yrs. 
Jeffery R. Kahn   Apr. 16th    7 Yrs. 
Douglas C. Kenyon  Apr. 29th  18 Yrs. 
 

It is Time to Remember Annual Dues 
Our dues are presently $50.00 a year.  Our pre-paid Grand Lodge Life 

brothers must pay $35.00 a year.  We haven’t had any request to change 
the current rate? This is your notice that our Annual Meeting will be held 
April 18th and your attendance is requested.   

This is also to remind you that your present dues card will expire on 
May 1st, so the new annual dues membership cards will be available at 
the annual meeting.  So please bring your check made out to: Mad River 
Lodge #77 F & AM or mail to your Secretary POB 448, Waitsfield, VT 05673 

  

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the March issue. 

And also to: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.   
Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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The Mason’s and Their Boats 
 
The navigator of the SAVANNAH, the first steamship to 
cross the Atlantic in 1819, was Bro. Stevens Rodgers, who 
was a member of Union Lodge #31, New London, CT. 
 
 

 
Commodore Abraham Whipple led the first armed uprising against 

a British ship when he stormed, captured and 
burned the schooner GASPE on June 9, 1772. 
Most of the party, including Whipple, were 
members of St. John’s Lodge #1 of Rhode 
Island. He also fired the first gun of the 
Revolution on the water when he fired on and 
captured the sloop ROSE. 
 

 
During the years 1737 to 1779, two ships plied up and down the 
eastern seaboard of North America. One was named FREEMASON 
and the other was named the MASTER -MASON. The FREEMASON 
caught fire in a Massachusetts bay in 1779 and sank. 
 

 
“Don’t give up the ship!” were the words of a 
Freemason, uttered by Captain James 
Lawrence commanding the CHESAPEAKE 
when defeated by the SHANNON during the 
war of 1812. Lawrence was killed in the battle. 
 
 

From: Vol. 100, Issue 3 0f the Green Mtn Freemason 
Summer 2016    Bro. John R. Tester – Editor 
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MEETING AGENDA  
Tuesday – APR. 4, 2017 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Farmer’s Market 

2. Report of Building Comte 

3. Report of Candidate Status  

4. Report on Annual Meeting  

5. Charge the Budget Committee  

6. Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report on Service Award Buttons 

2. Set Date for Fellow Craft Degree 

3. Report of Invest. /Finance Comtes 

4. Report that Audit Comte has books 

5. New Business /150th / 25th /Communications 

6. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Petitions & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate  
 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward                       
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                              279-2056 
Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon         donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II    ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles       potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury         kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury     kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord         richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard     stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Pete McMullen       prm436165@gmail.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

John Hadden        hadden@wcvt.com                 Jake Sallerson  

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com   Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons         mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee  

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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Mad River Lodge # 77 
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Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    What is Freemasonry? It’s where men, as moral and spiritual beings, can  

        think, develop and grow as compassionate and ethical individuals. 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

New cards have arrived and will be available on April 18th 
 


