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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

I hope everyone has had and enjoyed a great ‘Thanksgiving 
Holiday’ with their family and friends. 

Next I want to say ‘Thank you’ to all those brothers who came out 
to rehearse for the EA degree.  As you all know 
we held a good degree on Tuesday the 29th of 
last month. It was good for all of us to get back to 
the work of getting new men to join with us, so 
as we go forth holding a rehearsal for the next 
degree, which will be decided at the December 
lodge meeting. Therefore, we will need all of our 
brothers to become involved so our candidate 
gets the best possible degree work we can do.  

I want to remind everyone that we have 
International Boutique returning to the lodge on 

WM Gary Bombard December 1st, and for the following week.  So if 
you get a chance and want to help them, stop in a pick a gift for 
someone for Christmas. 
   And as soon as the Boutique leaves, we have the Winter’s Farmer’s 
Market starting back up again on Sunday mornings.  So I cheerfully 
extend to our brothers, family members, Widows, and their family 
friends our personal invitation to come and join with us in 
celebrating our Annual Christmas Luncheon on Sunday, December 
18th at 3:00 p.m. in our Lodge’s dining room.  

Now that the Winter Solstice and Christmas Season is quickly 
upon us, and ‘Joy to the World’ is once again in vogue, I wish all of 
you the blessings, happiness and joyfulness this time of the year 
always brings forth.   

 

Fraternally Yours, 
 

Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –DEC. 6TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 

Annual Christmas Luncheon - Sunday, Dec. 18th at 3 pm 
 

-2- 



NOV’s MONTHLY MEETING 
   It was a fairly cool Fall evening at 6:30 pm as the members and 

visitor arrived for a very nice meal of Fresh 
Salad, Petite Loin Steak, Mashed potatoes, 
Maple Squash soup, Rick’s bread with 
butter and cheese and a choice of drinks. 

It was a pleasure to meet and greet one of 
our Past Master Bro. Peter McMullen 
visiting us from AZ. After eating we all 
proceeded to go upstairs for our meeting.  

Before WM Gary Bombard called the lodge to order at 7:37 pm 
and after flag ceremony led by SD Geoff Colby with escorts Ken 
Backus and Peter Mc Mullen and we all sang of our National 
Anthem.   A listing of the Officers present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard    SD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
SW: Gerald M. Maynard -Acting  JD: Brent V. Adams  
JW: Frederick J. Rayfield-Acting  SS: Kenneth A. Backus  
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Peter R. Mc Mullen - Acting 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant     Tyler:  

Additionally, we welcomed PM Peter Mc Mullen to his home lodge 
for a visit.  

Then the Secretary’s minutes of the Oct. 
4th regular meeting, as printed in the 
Trestle Board was accepted with some 
almost changes? It was accepted as printed 
in the Trestle Board. 

Next the Treasurer present his reports for 
the past two months from Sept. to Nov. 1st. 

His reports were accepted as given on a motion by Ken Backus, 
second and so passed.  

A very detailed Chicken Pie Supper report was given by comte chair 
Rick Rayfield.  He pointed out the extra efforts of many who help to 
make this a special event in our community. Most have been noted 
in the last TB issue. It was moved by Ken, second by Charlie to accept 
the report as read and presented; it was so passed by vote of the 
lodge.  The lodge thought a card should be sent to Mrs. Ruth Pestle; 
the master so directed a “Thank you” be sent.345 Bridge St. 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

 
Squirreling Away 

  Ever see a squirrel with his cheeks so full of seeds he cannot get through 
the hole he made in your barn?  You can’t blame him for trying to stock 
up for a long cold winter. But you might laugh. 
  Last night I made some buttered angel hair pasta with modest shrimp 
sliced into even more modest halves and a bowl of mashed sweet 
potatoes topped with marshmallows gently browned under the oven 
broiler. (Also a handy way to finish off chicken pie biscuits.  Unlike Julia 
Child I can never recall where I left my propane torch.)  Comfort food 
requested by my kiddo.  This morning, when I went to grab leftovers for 
lunch, I was surprised how little sweet potato was left.  Almost a whole 
huge sweet potato had been consumed by each of us. 
  Where does saving for the winter end and gluttony begin?  When do we 
focus too much on our anxiety of not having enough and our desire to 
have simply MORE?  Do we sometimes fail to appreciate what we have?  
About the only thing I like about cleaning around the house or my 
workshop or garage is seeing all the stuff I have.  Same goes for tidying 
up computer files of photos and mail.  Almost every year I have the bright 
idea to give a great book to one of my daughters, and it turns out I have 
given it to her before, often several times before. 
  The winter days have less light, the holidays have more lights.  My giving 
budget is stretched.  I have too many things to do.  I am full up to here 
again with the repetition of the True Story of one religion or some other.  
It must be December the last month of the year.  It’s a good time to dust 
off precious memories, and old ornaments, and say quietly to yourself the 
meaning of old symbols and share with someone the sadness of missing 
old ones dear to us. It’s a good time to be wistful, not wasteful.  To be 
present, not presenting.  To live lightly and brightly.   Spit out a few seeds 
and let them sprout in spring. Spring’s a coming.  Enjoy winter’s longer 
brighter full moons. It’s not the size of the temple, it’s what you do with it. 
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NOV’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Next JD Brent updated the three nights of coverage for the Baked 

Beads and it went very well, except for a minor incident.  He was 
applauded for his efforts on behalf of the lodge and for being our 
front man with Dave Cohen.  

The Finance Comte is readying a budget and are looking for 
additional ‘expenses’ info for the past few years from Charlie.  

We believe WM Gary gave us a reported on his visit to the 
District #1 meeting so he could tell us this: The lodge had a big 
problem with getting rid of rats? They went thru protracted efforts 
to exterminate them; but to no avail! Finally, a wise old brother told 
them the easiest way to get rid of them all. He said, “Just make them 
all Masons?” Asked why he thought that would work. Well he said, 
“What I’ve noticed, once their members they’ll never come back!!!”  

Building update: the small pieces needed to finish up the porch 
railings are being worked on and being made. Rick would like them 
to be finished before Christmas time and the building has been 
recently washed. Plans are in the works to shelter the dining & 
kitchen windows and to insulated them and to repaint the dining 

room ceiling. 
A report of our 6th Masonic 

District meeting in Montpelier 
was next and it was a great ham 
supper provided by OES 
Plainfield ladies. The meeting 
went very well and a highlight 
for our lodge was to see our 

PDDGM RW Gordon Eurich 
receive his 55-year service award 

and button from MWGM George Deblon that evening. Pix: 
GM Deblon, DDGM Nesbitt, WM Bombard, Gordie Eurich and, DGM 
Vic Stone. [Photo by Palmer Martin] 
NEW BUSINESS: 

The chair Geoff Colby of the Interview Comte reported on the 
recent difficulty in getting hold of candidate Jeff Sallerson. He met  

 
 (Cont. on Page 7) 
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Lodge Held Entered Apprentice Degree 
It was a rainy and chilly Nov. 29th evening when the members of 

Mad River #77 and Summit Lodge #104 
went upstairs to have our candidate Jake E. 
Sallerson and Summit’s Thomas Lessard 
present themselves for the first degree.  

Next the lodge was called to order by 
W∴M∴ Gary Bombard at 7:10 pm. A lodge of 
Entered Apprentices was open on seven 
and after our formal opening and flag 

ceremony and the singing of our National Anthem; the degree work 
began as SD Geoff Colby and JD Brent Adams conducted the 
candidates.   The Officers Present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard    SD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
SW: Richard K. Backus    JD: Brent V. Adams 
JW: Travis L. Morse    SS: Barry Duquette #104 
Treasurer: Marke Englert #77/#104 JS: Byron Palmer #104 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chap.: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Ted Nykiel #104   Tyler: William Brown #104 

Others on the sidelines were DDGM R. W.  Thomas D. Nesbitt – 
Winooski #49 and our PM R. W.  Gordon E. Eurich.  

After the candidates received some further 
procedural instructions and were obligated 
and taught how to properly wear their aprons, 
along with the Apron Charge as presented by 
PM Brent Adams.  The lodge then recessed. 

After being returned to the lodge, after the 
brief recess, our newest brothers received 
further instructions on the working tools and 

Lessard & Sallerson their usage from PM Rick Rayfield.  This was 
followed by the Charge of the Degree given by PM Charlie Kettles and 
finally the Symbolism of the Degree by PDDGM Richard Backus.  

Then some final instructions on lodge protocol from the W∴M∴, it 
was time to sign in at the secretary’s desk and receive a work book 
for the next degree. These newest members were then welcomed by 
all the brothers and after many suitable words of ‘Congrats’ for these 
new brothers; the lodge was closed in form at 9:01 pm.   

After which everyone socialize and had some cookies and cider or 
milk in the ante-room. 
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NOV’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
with the committee at the lodge. Geoff said and moved, along with 
comte members Gerry Maynard and Bob Danaher, they all agreed 
that the candidate’s petition be accepted. He noted that PM Allen 
Gaylord, who recently dropped off 1/2 gallon of maple syrup for the 
lodge, also recommended this candidate.  

The WM accepted the comte’s report and after an approval vote of 
the lodge, he discharged the comte with the thanks of the lodge. Next 
he had the SD prepare the ballot box. He then instructed the 
members in the proper voting procedures before calling for a vote. 
The lodge voted by ball ballot to accept the candidate for the First 
Degree. 

A practice date of Sunday, Nov. 6th at 4 pm was agreed. The 
Entered Apprentice degree will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 29th at 6 
pm. If a further practice time is needed it will be determined after 
the first practice session. 

Next Charlie reported on the PM’s 6th Masonic District’s meeting 
which meets on the same date and time each year as required by our 
By-Laws. This year in Williamstown at Summit Lodge #104. This 
year we had only half our usual attendees due to fact that Grand 
Lodge decided to hold their last District Meeting on the same date. 
Details of that meeting are in last TB issue. 

Rick and Gerry both spoke of the shock and events they have 
witnessed after the tragic deaths of 5 Hardwood High School 
students in a car crash. Rick then proposed that the Lodge donate 
$100, from the Charity fund, to the community fund set-up for the 
families of the recently killed teenagers and to wait until the Dec. 
meeting to see if other brothers would like to contribute. Second by 
Gerry and so passed.  
Masonic Education: “We are all in this together.” was the key note 
of Ricks words to us. He mentioned the good meal we had eaten this 
evening? He mentioned that Brent had set up the kitchen, Kenney 
had helped with the cooking, the food – the squash and potatoes- 
which were grown and provided by Gordie & JoAnn and Gerry & 
Wilma, the syrup in the squash soup came Allen Gaylord. 
 

(Cont. on Page 10) 
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Christmas Luncheon at Mad River Lodge 
    Now that the Season of Peace on Earth 
and Goodwill towards Men is here, it’s 
also means it’s time to once again join 
with the members of the Mad River 
Lodge #77’s Masons for our Annual 
Family and Friends Christmas Party and 
enjoy an Old Fashion get-together. 

 This year the Brother, along with 
volunteers to head up this annual festive 
committee will be named at our next 
meeting. Hopefully with other members 
stepping up to assist them, they will be 
meeting very soon to determine what’s 
needed to continue this long-standing 
Lodge family tradition. 

  It won’t be a very tight because the 
International Boutique will be finishing 
up the week before and will not have to 

hurry to get packed up thru out the night. We will also be having the 
Winter Farmer’s Market in that morning. 

  We hope all our brothers; their families and especially the widows 
of our Lodge will mark their calendars and join with us on Sunday, 
December 18th at 3 PM.  
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now as Santa is coming we can wish these brothers the very best 
of a Happy Birthday. So from all of us, we wish you all a very 
special Happy Birthday. 
 

Richard G. Kingsbury  DEC.  12TH 

Jake E. Sallerson    DEC.  12TH 

Wayne R. Whitelock   DEC.  21ST 

Robert J. Danaher Jr.  DEC.  25TH 

Geoffrey C. Colby   DEC.  26TH 

Jeffery R. Kahn    DEC.  28TH 

Fred R. Messer    DEC.  31ST 

Brent V. Adams    DEC.  31ST 
 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Rick Rayfield    Dec. 1st   29 Yrs. 
Dana L. Haskin   Dec. 3rd   62 Yrs. 
Richard M. Lord   Dec. 3rd   11 Yrs. 
Gordon E. Eurich  Dec. 5th   55 Yrs. 
Robert L. Howard  Dec. 5th   49 Yrs. 
James Leith III   Dec. 13th  28 Yrs. 
Frederick Messer   Dec. 13th   11 Yrs. 
Stuart A. Maynard  Dec. 30th  37 Yrs. 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Sending of Emailing Nov. issue. 
And to Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield for their articles.   

  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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NOV’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
It’s all a concerted effort as acclaimed in the poem, which Rick 

read, of John Donne’s “No Man is 
an Island.”   

Before the lodge was closed in 
short form at 9:15 pm; a ‘Happy 
Birthday’ card was presented to 
Gerry Maynard in the West. Then 
Wor. Gary had PM Peter McMullen 
east of the altar and presented him 
with one of the GM’s pin. Peter 
spoke of the fine meal he had and 
the good fellowship he enjoyed 

tonight at the first lodge meeting he’s been to in 31 years. Next we all 
went down to the dining room for some Birthday cake and ice cream.  

 

International Boutique Will Be Back Again 
Well it is once again that time of year when Joni Zweig of 

Amurtel Charities and her 

helpers holds another of 

her Annual Fundraiser 

Sales at the Mad River 

Lodge at 4376 Main 

Street.  So this year 

during the first week of 

December starting on the 

3rd and ending on 

Saturday the 10th. The 

‘International Boutique’ 

(File Pix of Rick from a few yrs. ago) will be selling their many 

rare, unusual and exotic items from the continents of India, 

Kashmir, Nepal, and Thailand. We hope you will support their 

efforts to help all the needy women worldwide. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – Dec. 6, 2016 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Entered Apprentice Degree  

2. Report of Building Comte 

3. Report of Christmas Luncheon Comte 

4. Report on Farmer’s Market  

5. Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Set Date for FC Degree 

2. Report on Scottish Rite Ceremony  

3. Appoint Resolution Comte  

4. Drape the Charter for Holly Ward 

5. Other New Business  

6. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate  
 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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Obituary of Holly M. Ward  
(June 17, 1930 - November 2, 2016)  

Holly Merlin Ward - 86, of Middlebury Vermont, passed away on Wednesday, November 
2, 2016, surrounded by his family. Born in Montpelier on June 17, 1930, 
Holly was the son of Merlin B. and Aline (Hollopeter) Ward of Moretown, 
Vermont. A longtime community member of the Mad River Valley, Holly 
is the survived by his wife Peggy of Middlebury, VT; sister Lois W. 
Tierney of Hampton, NH; three daughters Gail Ward-Gould of Scottsdale, 
AZ; Willow Blish of Berkley, CA and Amanda (Scott) Alexander of 
Sheridan, WY; and four grandchildren Sarah Gilbert of Boston, MA, 

Caroline Gilbert of Waitsfield, VT and Brooke and Caden Alexander of Sheridan, WY. Holly 
was predeceased by his parents, brother Richard Ward and daughter Kadi Ward. Holly 
graduated from Montpelier High School and served in the U.S. Army. After two years at 
Vermont College, he continued his education at Boston University, graduating in 1952 with 
a degree in industrial management. 

When he returned to Moretown, he joined his father, Merlin, and his cousin, Owen in the 
family lumber business honoring his love of land and trees. The remainder of his 
professional life was spent managing the Ward Lumber Co. as well as developing the Ward 
Clapboard Mill. He expanded the mill from a family hobby into a major producer of the 
original vertical grain clapboard. He also pursued producing sounding boards for musical 
instruments. Holly was the last working woodsmen to carry the torch for the Ward family. 
Holly’s fascination with the company’s big workhorses sparked his lifelong equestrian 
interest. 

He was one of the founders of the Sugarbush Polo Club and the Green Mountain Hounds 
and remained an active leader in the Vermont horse community throughout his life. He will 
be remembered by many for his passion for the polo game, keen eye for a good pony and 
his remarkably patient way of teaching. 

He spent the later part his life with his wife Peggy managing their three horse farms 
between Vermont and Florida. Holly did everything ranging from driving the truck and trailer 
to barn chores to mowing the fields to coaching and to buying and selling horses. Holly 
was always the first to show up and to lend a hand wherever it was needed. 

Holly was and is beloved by many people near and far, whether that be lumbermen in 
Maine, polo players in Palm Beach or friends of his children and grandchildren across the 
country. Nothing was more important to Holly than family and he always had a way of 
ensuring that those close to him knew how much he cared. 

A true Vermont Gentleman, Holly will be remembered always for his kindness, patience, 
and abundance of knowledge of so many things. He was always good for a story, a lesson 
or a bit of advice. His presence will be dearly missed. 

A celebration of Holly’s Life will be held at the Waitsfield UCC on Saturday, Nov. 12, 2016, 
at 11 a.m. with a reception to follow. Inurnment at the Ward family lot in the South Duxbury 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Muscular Dystrophy Association, 
Vt Chapter, 1 Marcus Blvd, Suite 203, Albany, NY 12205. To donate online please visit 
www.mda.org. Assisting the family is the Perkins-Parker Funeral Home and Cremation 
Service in Waterbury. To send online condolences please visit www.perkinsparker.com  
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The 6th Annual Masonic District Meeting 
   At our recent October 21st Masonic District meeting held in 
Montpelier on a nice fall evening starting a 6 pm the members of our 
lodges started arriving.  
   After opening the District meeting, which was then recessed for the 
evening meal.  The supper was a delicious Baked ham, potatoes, and 
vegetable all served up family style, with salad, rolls and butter.  
   After diner the meeting was resumed and DDGM RW Tom Nesbitt 
presided the meeting which had 19 Grand Officers and District 
Deputies attending along with a majority of the 8 lodges of the 6th 
Masonic District represented 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Fore ground L-R: GM George Deblon, DDGM Tom Nesbitt, WM Gary Bombard, 

PDDGM Gordon Eurich and DGM Victor Stone.] Pix courtesy of Palmer Martin 

   At an appropriate part of the evening’s ceremonies, it was the 
Grand Master of Vermont’s pleasure to present to Mad River Lodge’s 
R.W. Geordie Eurich with his 55-year Certificate Award and Lapel 
Button.  
   We would like to express our appreciation to the members of 
Aurora Lodge #22 for hosting this annual meeting and to the 
members of Plainfield OES Chapter for the evening meal. 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward                       
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                              279-2056 
Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury    kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury      kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord       richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Pete McMullen      prm436165@gmail.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                 Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com    Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons        mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s a system of morality developed and inculcated 

by the science of symbolism. 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Your Annual dues cost you Less than $1 a wk. – about 2 postage stamps 
 

A FEW STILL OWE ANNUAL DUES - SEND $50 FOR 2016-17 


