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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

  As you all know this has always our busiest time of the year! And 
we always seem to manage getting the job done. 
I have to say it was tougher than usual for me, 
due to a bad cold and not wanting to share it.    

 Well we did it again? We gave them what they 
wanted! I must truly agree with them, that the 
Chicken pie supper was one of the best I’ve ever 
had, while filling in a shift at the Baked Beads 
tent that night. 

I want to say ‘Thank you’ to everyone who 
stepped up to help us make it a big success, but 
especially to Holliday Rayfield for all the time 

WM Gary Bombard  and effort she put in the weeks before the meal.  
Also to all those who set up cleaned and served, once again ‘Thanks’. 
The same goes to our Bake Beads watchmen, who during the 
Columbus Day weekend, seemed to have gotten it pretty much 
accomplished without a hitch.  ‘Thank you’, all for a job well done  

After an excellent ham dinner served up at Aurora Lodge #22, it 
was great having our Bro. ‘Gordie’ Eurich get his 55-year button and 
to have the Grand Master George Deblon make the presentation at 
our District meeting in Montpelier. 

So lastly, I want to ask our Interview Comte brothers to be sure to 
review the new guidelines provided by the Grand Lodge. So after 
your interview with our newest candidate; I want some feedback.  I’d 
like know if the guide had been helpful and had made your task a bit 
easier? 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –NOV. 1ST 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a cool Autumn evening at 6:30 pm as the members and 

visitors arrived for a nice meal of Tomato 
soup and franks, fresh salad, two types of 
pizza, Rick’s bread and butter and cheese 
with choice of drink. 

 
After finishing the meal, it was time to get 

upstairs for our meeting.  Our WM Gary 
Bombard called the lodge to order at 7:37 

pm and opened in form on the Master Mason degree. 
 

A listing of the Officers present:  
WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Geoffrey G. Colby  
SW: Gerald M. Maynard- Acting  JD: Brent V. Adams 
JW: Willis Morse - Acting  SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal Richard K. Backus  Tyler: Vacant 

Additionally, we welcomed these attending lodge members: DDGM 

RW Tom Nesbitt, PM Willis Morse and PM Bruce Humphrey all 
of them from Winooski Lodge #49.  

 
Then the Secretary’s minutes of the Sept. 6th regular meeting, as 

printed in the Trestle Board, was accepted with these noted changes: 
that Bro. Brent is the JD and he wasn’t just acting last month and he 
arrived early for the railing installation, made the coffee, left and 
returned later and JW Travis’ young daughter Magen was the porch 
railing Forman?   

 
Next the Treasurer Gerry Maynard would have given his report for 

the September 6th thru October 4th, except he left his report at 
home, because he remembered to bring the cake Wilma Maynard 

baked for our WM’s Birthday, which was on this very day. Gerry 
promised to bring the report to next month’s meeting. 

 
(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

The Dew of Hermon 
   In our third degree we recite part of David’s Psalm 133 about the dew of Hermon 

likened to anointing oil running down the beard, even unto the skirt.  That dew of 

Hermon is more precious and extravagant than perfumed oil.  Not just a few sacred 

drops of oil, but enough to run down our faces and collars.   The Biblical Mount Hermon 

is over 9000 feet tall, and the rain and melting snow from its slopes (yep- Israel’s only 

ski resort) nourish the River Jordan and water the land, giving life.  We are awash in 

blessings, flowing in and around us. 

   The Psalm is connected to the book of Samuel, where we find David’s “house” alive 

and comfortable, and the Great Architect still living in a tent.   King David offers to 

build a house for the Lord, a place for the Ark of the Covenant.  The response is that 

the Lord does not need anything more than the tent he has, moving with the people.  

Even more!  King David is promised a “house”- not a palace but a lineage. 

   Somewhat surprisingly the heroic and eloquent David, slayer of Goliath and author 

of Psalms, is forbidden to build a Temple.  David was a warrior, not a man of peace, 

and has even sent his own general into battle to die in order to have the man’s wife.   

Bad King, No Temple for you!  Rather than David or his eldest son, his youngest son 

Solomon is chosen for the task of building The Temple. 

   Solomon’s Temple is now a symbol and piece of history, its foundation, the Wailing 

Wall.  What carries on are not our physical buildings.  The Temples we Masons are 

committed to build are our lives - lives of brotherhood and service, servants in the joy 

of building together.   We are promised an “house eternal “not by building palaces or 

cities, but by building lives of goodness that include our individual selves and our 

families and friends and community and nation and Creation.   Psalm 133 begins, 

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” 

   These plans on the Trestleboard are often beyond our comprehension, and we are 

sometimes blinded by doubt or confusion or grief.   Quarks and galaxies and black 

holes!   Horrific wars and tragedies!  But even seen dimly, the Architect from his tent 

can teach us patterns to build our own houses and temples.   With stamina, not stone.  

With sincerity, not cedar.  With mettle, not metal.  With kindness, not clay.   For the 

dew of Hermon flows through us.   SO mote it be. 
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Rick Rayfield expressed his ‘Thanks’ for all the good work done in 

putting up all of our porch railings. Wor. Gary also thanked 
everyone who work on the porch railings and asked Rick to extend 
this message to PM Fred Messer too. 

 

Next JD Brent Adams reported that he has the manpower to attend 
to Baked Bead’s needs over this coming weekend.  

 

 The Chicken pie supper was reported on by Rick Rayfield and he 
updated the lodge and requested a few needed items. Gerry said he 
would also bring the cabbages and green peppers. It was especially 
appreciated that Gordie and JoAnn had spent over three hours 
working on the kitchen and dining room this past week. Rick said we 
won’t need to have a Slice & Dice party this year, with most of the 
work being done earlier. The chicken picking will now be done on 
the Saturday morning. [We saw JoAnn Eurich and Ruth Pestle on 
the previous Thurs. setting up all the tables, they look just great.]   

Next a review of the 6th Masonic District’s Annual meeting in 
Aurora Lodge on Oct. 21st at 6 pm by DDGM Tom Nesbitt. The ham 
supper is $15 p/p at 6:30 pm. Our secretary Charlie advised that we 
plan to present our PDDGM Gordon Eurich with his 55 yr. Service 
Award and button at this meeting and we hope many our members 
will be attending. 

 

 Next was review of the Sept. 23rd Lodge Usage Comte’s recent 

meeting by the WMand a discussion on what the lodge needs to 
receive for the use of our buildings dining area. The secretary then 
reviewed parts of the standard Rental contract used for Moretown’s 
Town Hall as an up-to-date guide.   He made a motion to have the 
International Boutique have the appropriate insurance and pay 
$500.00 for the Dec 1st – Dec. 10th usage of the lodge this year, a 
second made by Gerry Maynard and so passed by vote of the lodge. 
The need for the lodge to have a written contract for renters was 
necessary and a meeting by the usage committee will be held on 
Tuesday, October 25th at 7 pm. 

 
(Cont. on Page 7) 
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Chicken-Pie Feast Was Great Delight 
  On Saturday, Oct. 9th our 38th Annual Feast received rave reviews 

from the dining Mad River community. It all 
started with a cleanup by JoAnn Eurich of the 
lodge kitchen; then she and Ruth Pestle, on 
Thursday before the meal, came in and set up 
all the tables, Boy, they just looked great. 
  Then on Friday Gordie dropped off our 
squash and Gerry dropped off potatoes and 

veggies, while Rick Rayfield had all the pots of chicken cooking away. 
  The next morning Rick got all the veggies 
cooking, while Richard Backus and Charlie 
debone tons of chicken and filled up the trays 
with Chicken meat. By the time Rachel and 
Chris Keast got started, all the needed 
foodstuffs being dropped off all day long by our 
members as Gordie, Rick, Richard and friends, 

Morgan Heller and Masen Kasper tended to the kitchen work. 
   Before 5:30 pm the teenage helpers had the 
pies and cheese already sliced and lined up in 
the pie serving trays, as Brent Adams, Gordie 
Eurich, Chris Keast, Richard and Rick all 
struggled against the clock while JoAnn, Liz 
Purcell, Rachel, Vicky Kingsbury, Liisa Colby 
and floor coordinator Holliday Rayfield got all 

ready to have the meal served on time. Then doors were opened on 
time, the dining room filled up and after a 
prayer by Rick, the evenings meal began. A 
real big assist was all the great kids, like 
Maranda Rayfield, Abby Begin, Caroline 
Purcell, Izzi Nolan, Fiona Adams, Jamma 
Hatter, Jonah Halter, Reilly Curtis, Markus 
Basciano, and Aurora Cunningham and they all 

helped by serving the cider, water, coffee and desserts.  
 

(Cont. on Page 9) 
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
NEW BUSINESS: 
There is a need for the Cub Scouts to find a new place to meet and 

to store some items in a basement. Rick moved we allow the Scouts 
to hold their meetings in our dining room. A second was made by 
Charlie and so voted by the lodge.  

 

The WM appointed an Interview Comte of Geoff, Gerry and Bob 
Danaher to meet with a candidate from Warren and he gave the 
Petition to the chairman. They will report back at Nov. meeting. 

 

Masonic Education: 
Last Saturday we installed the last of the renovated rails on our 
lodge porch. How many spindles, or balusters, as they are called, did 
we have to scrape, brush, sand, repair, prime, and paint? 
 Brother Rick Rayfield presented an ad lib education minute. From 
his chair looking at Jachin and Boaz in the West, he had observed 

their similarity in shape to the two hundred 
and two [202] balusters in our recently 
renovated porch railings. They all have 
squared sections at the top and bottom. They 
all have middle sections where the cylinders 
that bulge out for beauty. The balusters look 
like vases. Jachin and Boaz are well-crafted 
ancient columns have just enough bulge to 

DDGM  R.W. Tm Nesbitt   appear vertical.   Ancient operative masons 
had learned that an exact cylinder looks concave to the human eye. 
He urged the Brothers to think of themselves as the many supports 
that give strength and beauty to Masonry.  
 

After some announcements, PM Willis Morse thanked the lodge for 
the good supper tonight, PM Bruce Humphrey brought greetings 
from Winooski Lodge #49 and invited all to their next night’s 
meeting and Award Service starting at 6 pm.  
 

Last to speak was DDGM RW Tom Nesbitt, who brought the 
greetings of the Grand Master and the Grand Lodge. He detailed the 
 

(Cont. on Page 13) 
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 Chicken-Pie Feast Was Great…(Cont.) 
    After serving the needs of our seated guests, we had Vicky and 

Rachel fill all those ordered take-out dinners, 
which were much more than last year.  
   Being a mild Autumn night, the hungry folks 
were allowed to wait on the porch until the 
staff had all our second seating tables all re-set 
and had all the utensils washed and food 
replenished for serving. It was sure nice for a 

change not to have a problem with cold, wet hungry folks trying to 
get inside before we were ready to serve them properly.  
   So as another successful Chicken-pie Supper goes into our record 
books, we have to ‘Thank’ everyone for the yeoman’s job they all did 
on this yearly labor intensive outing.  
   But we really need all our members to get truly involved, especially 

the ones that end up out of sight and are never 
seen at the time to clean-up after this very 
long weekend?  
   We have to ‘Thank’ the few who have 
worked all day, like Gordie and Chris and who 
did what they could.  And especially to Bob 
Danaher who showed up and did as much as 

he could on Saturday night; plus, the next morning when he and Bill 
Peatman came back and they spent another 3-4 hours in finishing up 
and then removing the trash. Thanks guys, the place looked great! 

Another BAKED BEADS Weekend Done 
   It was another busy Columbus Day Weekend and once again this 

October David Cohen had his Sale’s Tent set 
up again in the Winter Park area.  
   PM Brent Adams said they had some youth 
poking around one night, but our presence 
following their movements had them 
heading off into the woods at the rear of the 
tent with no damage done.  

   With WM Gary not feeling well enough to be at the supper; he filled 
in on Saturday night. Brent brought him his chicken-pie supper. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that winter’s Jack Frost is getting ready to nip your nose, 
we can wish these brothers the very best of a Happy Birthday. 
So from all of us, we wish you all a very special Happy Birthday. 
 

 

Everett C. Maynard   NOV.   6TH 

Gerald M. Maynard   NOV.   6TH 

Donald J. Demas    NOV.   7TH 

Timothy S. Baker   NOV.   9TH 

Gary H. Kenyon    NOV. 11TH 

John L. Hadden    NOV. 12TH 

Kyle E. Greenslit    NOV. 13TH 

David E. Jamieson   NOV. 20TH 

Stuart A. Maynard   NOV.  21ST 

 

 

   MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Lauren H. Long                  Nov.  7th            66 Yrs. 

 

 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Sending of Emailing Oct. issue. 
And to Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield for their articles.   

Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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The Past Masters Annual Meeting 
 It was on the 28th, the last Friday evening of Oct. on a cold, rainy fall night 

when the Past Master’s and their ladies of the 6th 
Masonic District arrived by 6:30 pm. They all 
assembled in Williamstown at the Masonic Summit 

Lodge # 104 for their annual dinner /meeting.  The 
OES ladies serving up a Pork Loin roast with apple 
sauce and fresh fall vegetables served family style 

starting at 6:30 pm with salad, rolls and ending with some really nice ice 
cream-apple crisp desserts. The meal cost was $18.00 a person and well 
worth it; also PM’s annual dues was $3. We once again need to ‘Thank’ 
the women of the OES Charity Chapter No. 57 for such a great meal.  
The annual meeting started at 7:19 pm and was called to order by 
President Dave Freeman who followed the meeting’s agenda.  
Some highlights: The minutes of the October 2015 fall district meeting 
was read and approved. Next Douglas White’s Treasurer’s report was 

read and accepted with a balance of $827.57 
and a savings of $128.37. Our DDGM Thomas 
Nesbit of Winooski Lodge will do another year 
was accepted. Some of next year’s Degree team 
will be Willis Morse, WPM Austin Isham, WPSW 
Jim Barell and others to be announced.  

New Officers: Pres. Paul White, Sr., Sect’y/Treas. Doug White were so 
elected. Next the Sect’y proposed that our Past Master’s Assoc. levy, 
upon each lodge in the 6th district, a fee of $1.00 for each of their Past 
Masters and to have those lodges add this fee to their PM’s annual dues.  
This proposal will be voted on at our Spring PM’s Meeting. 
It was a very enjoyable evening and the festivities ended around 8:00 p.m.  

INTERVIEW COMTE APPOINTED 
An Interview Committee of Geoffrey Colby, Gerry Maynard and Bob Danaher were 

appointed and were given a charge to meet with the new candidate. They will report back at 

the November meeting. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday –Nov. 1, 2016 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Chicken Pie Comte  

2. Report on Baked Beads Comte  

3. Report of Finance Comte 

4. Report of Building Comte 

5. Unfinished Business & Reports [Awards, Dist. #6] 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report of Interview Comte 

2. Balloting on Candidate – see #2 below 

3. Report on Past Master Fall Meeting 

4. Report on Farmer’s Market Start Dates 

5. Other New Business  

6. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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Obituary of Bruce E. Pomeroy  

(April 2, 1938 - September 27, 2016)  
 

WINDSOR, VT Bruce E. Pomeroy, 78, a longtime 
resident of Windsor, passed away September 
27 at Mt. Ascutney Hospital in Windsor. He was 
born April 2, 1938 in Springfield, MA to Elmer 
and Vera (Streeter) Pomeroy.  
He was raised in Windsor, graduating from 
Windsor High School in 1955, then from Pierce 
Business College in Concord, NH. He married 
Beverly Wright on September 27, 1959.  
Bruce was employed at Cone Blanchard in 
Windsor, and was later the Data Processing 

Manager at Bryant Grinder in Springfield, VT until his retirement.  
Bruce was a former member of the Vermont Army National Guard, the 
Jaycees, and the Windsor School Board. He was a longtime member of 
Old South Congregational Church, where he had served as a Deacon.  
Bruce was a passionate member of the Freemasons, achieving the office 
of Worshipful Grand Master in the State of Vermont. Bruce was also very 
proud to be a 33rd Degree Mason. He enjoyed crossword puzzles, reading, 
and playing cards, especially Pinochle.  
He truly enjoyed spending time with his family and friends. Survivors 
include his wife of 57 years, Beverly of Windsor; one son, Steven of 
Lebanon, NH; three daughters, Tracy L. Tracy (Doug) of Claremont, NH, 
Colleen of Windsor, and Sandra Drzewiecki (Shawn Darling) of 
Southington, CT; one brother, Robert Pomeroy of Chenango Forks, NY; 
seven grandchildren, one great grandson and several nieces, nephews 
and cousins. He was predeceased by his parents and one sister, Dorothy 
Hammond.  
Calling hours are Friday, October 7 from 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Knight Funeral 
Home in Windsor. A memorial service will be held Saturday, October 8 at 
2:00 PM at Old South Congregational Church in Windsor with the Rev. 
Amanda Lape-Freeberg officiating. A reception will follow at the church. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Vermont 
Alzheimer’s Association, 300 Cornerstone Drive, Williston, VT 05495. The 
Knight Funeral Home in Windsor was entrusted with the arrangements. 
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Wyoming Lodge’s “Table Lodge” 
It was on a mild Saturday night of October 1st when the brothers 

of Plainfield’s Wyoming Lodge #80 held one of their excellent well 
attended Table Lodges. 
    Then two dozen or so brothers settled in a 
little after 5 pm for a good evening of brother- 
hood and superb food as WM Christopher Keast 
called for order and began to explain the 
elements of how each toast is made and the 
proper use of the toasting cup and table knife 

during the evening festivities.  
    After the Table lodge was opened, a prayer 
and Pledge to the Flag, then opening toast was 
made and the first course of juice was 
finished. 
    We did a new toast as each courses goes on 
from our fruit cup thru to our apple pie and 
cheese dessert.   It was a mighty fine meal, 

especially the steaks cooked by ‘Pat’ Martin, and served with string 
beans and mashed potatoes. The guest speaker was RW Palmer 
Martin, no relation to the cook, who did a very nice job.  
 
 

OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
upcoming Oct. 21st 6th Masonic District meeting in Montpelier. He 

reminded the lodge of the importance of 
‘Doing Good Work’.  
He spoke of competition for our young 
people. How do we keep them interested? 
Floor work? Ritual work?  Going thru the 
Chairs? Community work? Etc. It may take 
all of this good work and more. 

There being no further business to discuss 
the lodge was closed in short form at 9:00 pm; after which ‘Happy 
Birthday’ was sung to Wor. Gary Bombard. Then everyone went to 
the dining room to celebrate and have some Birthday cake. 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward                     
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                             279-2056 
Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                            496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                  

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury    kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury      kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord       richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Pete McMullen      prm436165@gmail.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                 Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com    Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons        mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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Mad River Lodge # 77 
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Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s a benevolent society of men that teaches and 

exemplifies altruism as a duty to mankind. 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Your Annual dues cost you Less than .14 cents a day   
 

A FEW STILL OWE ANNUAL DUES - SEND $50 FOR 2016-17 


