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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

  I want to welcome everyone back from their summer break and 
it is now time to get back to our Masonic work. 

Our September meeting got us off to a great 
start for this season as we begin planning for 
our annual events.  

We have scheduled and completely finished 
getting the porch railing up in time for our 
Chicken Pie Supper fundraiser.  The planning of 
our Annual Chicken-pie Supper is now in full 
swing and we have once again been asked to 
provide security for the Baked Beads sale over 

WM Gary Bombard Columbus Day weekend. So be sure to check 

with Brother Brent to see if he needs you to help stand in for one of 
the shifts.  And once again we’ll have our annual Friday night ‘Slice 
& Dice Party’ at the lodge. So come on down and help to debone 
some chickens and prep some of the veggies. 

I’m asking all of our members to get involved in these projects 
and to share in the excitement of making them a successful event 
for our lodge. 

So I will be looking forward to working with you on these events. 
 

Fraternally Yours,  
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

OUR NEXT LODGE MEETING – OCT. 4TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

Next Regular Monthly Supper is at 6:30 PM on Oct. 4th  

Oct. 6 thru 8 – Bake Beads Security Detail – Winter Pk. 

Oct. 7 – Slice and Dice Party - Lodge Kitchen – 5:30 pm 

Oct. 8 -The 38th Annual Chicken-Pie Supper - 5:30 pm 

Oct. 21 – 6th District Meeting on Friday at Aurora – 6 pm 
Oct. 28 – Past Master Annual on Fri. at Summit Lodge – 6 pm  

-2- 



SEPT’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a nice evening on September 6th as the members sat down 

to some nice choice of eats.  It was two pizzas 
brought by Donnie; fresh salad, stewed pork 
and beans, pastas and drink from Rick, along 
with his breads. 

After eating it was time to get ready for our 

meeting.  At 7:35 pm WM Gary Bombard 
called for order and opened on the master 

mason degree 
A listing of the Officers present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Donald J. Demas -Acting 
SW: Richard K. Backus -Acting JD: Brent V. Adams -Acting 
JW: Travis L. Morse    SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant  
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant    Tyler: Vacant 

Additional lodge members attending was: Grand Sr. Deacon 

RW Kenneth Goodrich who was greeted & welcomed; also PM 
Donald J. Demas and PM Brent V. Adams.  

Then the Secretary’s minutes of the June 
7th regular meeting, as printed in the Trestle 
Board, was accepted, with no changes noted, 
and approved by the Worshipful Master.  

Next the Treasurer Gerry Maynard gave his 
report from June 7th thru September 6th. 

RW Ken Goodrich His reports were approved as given on 
motion by Rick Rayfield and second by Donnie Demas and so 
passed by vote of the lodge. 

The first item on the agenda was our annual Scholarships. Rick 
again reported on the presentation of the two $500-scholarships 
and a desk lamps to each of our chosen students. Next Wor. Gary 
asked if the lodge should submit an application requesting two 
matching grants for 2017. It was so motioned by Rick and second 
by Travis and so voted by the lodge. The secretary will follow up on 
this request.  

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

By Rick Rayfield 33 
 
 

 

Is the Face of God this common? 
 If mankind is created in God’s image (Dei imago), then how might Masons see God 

as the Grand Architect of the Universe- a name we commonly use in our rituals? Are 

we Deputy Grand Architects? 

 Brother, we are in for a long roller coaster ride. Religions and texts and good and 

evil and philosophers and theologians.  We cannot simplify the answer. It has been 

debated without consensus for thousands of years. 

 We as Masons are to create our lives as a temple, with the Temple of Solomon as a 

metaphoric example.  How do we understand THAT idea, if we start by being created 

in the image of God?   Roller coaster!  Warned ya! 

 F Scott Fitzgerald in 1936 famously wrote, “The test of a first rate intelligence is the 

ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time and still retain the 

ability to function. 

 If we are created in God’s image, what’s the problem with being a divine temple?  

Why the struggle? The plan is on the trestleboard.  The Grand Architect has made 

much of it very clear.  Ah well, executing plans gracefully is often an art.  Even if, as 

Shakespeare says we are, “in action how like an angel, in apprehension like a god! 

The beauty of the world! The paragon of animals!”  Does that make you happy?  

Hamlet neither.  Can we be dust and divine at the same time, and still function? 

 Every plan has limits and compromises, even ones in a Divine creation.  So we attend 

to the boundaries, and execute the plan as square as we can.  We seek perfection, and 

yet are disappointed.  The Grand Architect is called by many names.  But seldom are 

those names Perfect.  We should find comfort in functioning with faith that our 

attempts at perfection will leave us imperfect but hopeful and enjoying some 

satisfaction in our labor.  Sweep a floor. Rebuild a porch. Eat healthy. Memorize a 

speech/ Imperfect attempts, but divine. Bless us our doubts and our faith. Bless our 

weakness and strength. 
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SEPT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
While Rick was still up, the porch railing was next to be discuss. 

He said one was brought one to the lodge today and he had two 
railings to finish up, with the help of PM 
Fred Messer. The plan is to now have all the 
rails installed in their proper places and we 
are asking our brothers to please assist us 
with this installation on Saturday, 
September 24th at 8 am. 

A report on the Saturday, July 30th, 
Masonic "Sons of the Widow" and Eastern 
Star motorcycle group’s breakfast held at 

our lodge. A big ‘Thanks’ goes to Liisa Colby for the shopping and 
cooking up a storm and to Geoff Colby, WM Gary Bombard and 
Rick, who all helped, and he said the lodge made a $30 profit.   

Next Rick, while still standing, spoke that he and Holliday will 
head up the Annual Chicken-pie Supper once again. Gerry said he 
would again donate the necessary potatoes.  

Next item was our Columbus weekend of assisting The Baked 
Beads, which will be chaired by PM Brent 
Adams, who will be scheduling the 
manpower. JW Travis said he would do one 
of the night’s duty. Bro’s Please plan on 
helping out Bro. Brent because this is an 
important fundraiser for your lodge. Brent 
also spoke of the Marathon Dash he worked 

this summer for the lodge.  
A comte of Rick, Charlie and Gerry as members are to meet in 

Gerry’s basement on Friday evening, Sept. 23rd, at 7 pm to resolve 
the tabled motion relating to the charges, fees and donations being 
set for the use of our hall. Also the proper use of the entrance and 
egress after Jim Donkersloot complaint and request for limited 
use of the driveway. 

The secretary next issued yellow cards from Grand Lodge listing 
of all the District Meetings and their times, dates and locations.  

 
(Cont. on Next Page) 
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SEPT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
He noted that our 6the Masonic District Meeting will be held in 

Arora Lodge #21 in Montpelier at 6 pm on Friday, October 21st.  All 
members are asked to attend and to represent your lodge.  

A full written report on the need to update 
the ‘Pictures of the Lodge’s Past Masters’ was 
handed out by Rick and reviewed. I believe he 
is allowed to spend up to $100 on photo 
paper, ovals and fixing frames? 

Then the all meeting long Rick show 
continued with his request that the WUCC 

(church) be allowed to use the lodge for their once a month free 
suppers, which are done by others groups, while the donation of 
any moneys received goes to their favorite charities? The lodge 
voted to allow this to go forward. It was noted as we don’t have a 
dishwashing machine it is advisable they use paper plates and 
plastic ware so as to spare our limited septic system. 

Then the Sect’y, who spent an inordinate amount time, reading 
the General Orders of the Grand Lodge of VT to our members, 
which he had than placed in a three-ring binder, for all of our 
members to review on top of his desk. 

Masonic Education: The lesson for this evening was the need for 
each of us to be fully aware of the length of our cable tow and our 
responsible to answer all due signs and summons sent to us by (the 
Master of) a well-run established (our) lodge.  

This was to let all of our members know that Silence is NEVER the 
correct response, to any requests made by the key officers of our 
lodge, whether by mail, email or phone message to them. 

Announcements: Scottish Rite- a special Jr. Warden workshop in 
conjunction w/Grand Lodge will be held at Mount Lodge on Nov. 
12th at 4 pm. The Abe Lincoln play for the public.  

The Libanus Lodge #47 meetings 1st Monday of each month at 
7:30 - 9pm.  And on the 2nd Sunday of each month - Breakfast - all 
you can eat $8.00 from 7:30 to 10 am. 

Also Lady’s at Table – Oct. 1st from 6 pm to 9 pm – only 70 tickets 
sold, the Prime Rib-Beef is $25/pp and couples are $45. 

There being no further business to discuss the lodge was closed 
in short form at 9:08 pm. 
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Mad River Lodge Restores Porch Railings 

It was a delightful and peaceful Saturday morning of September 
24th when five Freemason 
of the Mad River Lodge #77 
got together to put the 
finishing touches to and to 
erect the restored porch 
railings. It has been a long 
and gigantic effort on the 
part of our brothers and 
especially Rick Rayfield, 
with the help and support 
of brother Fred Messer to 
get this job accomplished.  

Here is a photo of how the lodge looked for too long and while it 
was being re-leveled.  

It is now a special treat to see how truly grand the old Lodge looks 
once again. So thanks to the guys over so long a period who have 
made this a special place in our community.  

A big ‘Thank you’ to Gary 
Bombard, Travis Morse 
and Geoff Colby for getting 
these porch railings back 
up.  I am so sure it gives 
those brothers who 
worked so hard and so 
long, spending some many 
hours removing, grinding, 
cutting, matching, filling, 
painting and refinishing, a 
sense of pride when they 
look at their handy work.   

  Here is how our lodge looks today.     Well done my brothers, you 
have truly restored a treasure!   We would sincerely like to ‘Thank’ 
everyone who contributed to the porch fund for their assistance. 

Now all that remains is to raise the necessary funds for the new 
and expensive stone steps at both doorways.  
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Happy 

Birthdays 
 
Now that the Fall here we can say to all our brothers, we wish you the 
very best for many, many years of Happy Birthdays. So from all their 
relatives and friends, who all join together with us to say, “We wish you 
all a very Happy Birthday.” 
 

Matais Simmons – Oct. 3rd  Rick Rayfield - Oct. 19th 

Gary Bombard  -   Oct.  4th  Willard Gove - Oct. 19th 

Charles Abare, Jr.- Oct. 6th    Steve Maynard    - Oct. 23rd 

Ryan Green     -   Oct. 17th  Richard Backus - Oct. 25th  

TJ Kingsbury   -    Oct. 18th   Craig R. Small - Oct. 29th 

Owen Ward   -    Oct. 19th   Bradlee Graves - Oct. 30th  

    
 

    MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Kenneth A. Backus     Oct.  1st            2 Yrs. 

M. Richard Jamieson  Oct.   5th   51 Yrs. 

Willard Gove       Oct.   6th   52 Yrs. 

Richard K. Backus      Oct.  11th  22 Yrs. 

William Beard       Oct.  24th    6 Yrs. 

Robert J. Danaher Jr.     Oct.  26th  24 Yrs. 

Darrell S. Mays   Oct.  27th  13 Yrs. 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the Sept’s issue. 
Also: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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CHICKEN-PIE IS BACK AGAIN!!! 
The 38th Annual Chicken-pie supper will be held on Saturday, 

October 8th at the Mad River Lodge with 
our usual two settings. 
The first will be at 5:30 pm and the 
second with begin at 6:45 pm.  

This year’s committee chairman will be 
Rick Rayfield who said, with his wife 
Holliday as his co-chairman, will have 

started our planning this year a bit sooner than usual. 
 This year so far assistance offering has come from:  Gordie Eurich, 
Bob Danaher, Gerry Maynard, Travis Morse and Charlie Kettles. 

It’s likely the committee will be phone-calling our membership to 
ask them to donate some of the foodstuffs needed to put on this 
annual feast for the general public. So when you get the call to bring 
some items to the lodge you will know that you’re continuing a long 
standing tradition of Mad River Lodge. 

Once again we will be planning on selling advanced tickets at 
Tempest Book Shoppe and we will also have takeout meals. 

PLUS, IT’S ALSO BAKED BEADS TIME 
Brothers it is time to once again sign up to help Dave Cohen after 

setting up his tent for the Baked Beads’ 
Annual Columbus Day weekend Sale at 
Winter Park.  Bro. Brent Adams will 
again be setting up our security watch 
schedule staring on Thursday evening 
October 6th after 5 pm. 

So once again the brothers of Mad 
River Lodge #77 are being asked to 
donate some of their precious time to 

stand watch at the Bake Beads tent overnight for either Thursday, 
Friday or Saturday night.  

So please let Bro. Brent know he can call on you to volunteer to spend 
some time on one the evenings of Oct. 6th - 8th and help your lodge 
with this annual fundraiser. Brent’s phone no. is 496-3774 or See Page 
13 for Brent’s new email address. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – Oct. 4, 2016 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers,  

Un-drape the Charter 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Porch Railings 

2. Report of Bake Beads Comte  

3. Report of Chicken-Pie Comte 

4. Report on the District Meetings 

5. Report of Lodge Usage Comte 

6. Other Old Business or Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report of Lodge Finance Comtes 

2. Report on Past Master Fall Meeting 

3. Report on Farmer’s Market Start Dates 

4. Other New Business  

5. Masonic Education 

6. Announcements 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

1. Read Affiliation/ Petition–Appoint Interview Comte 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 

CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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Our 6th Masonic District’s Annual Meeting 

It is once again time for all of our lodge members to attend the annual 
dinner/ meeting of the Sixth Masonic District and 
to come out and support our new District Deputy 
Grand Master Tom Nesbitt and get to meet some 
of your brother Masons from our 6th District.   

This year the District meeting will be held at 
Aurora Lodge #22 in Montpelier on 288 Gallison 
Hill Road starting at 6 pm on Friday, October 

21st.  This meeting will open at 6 pm and then will 

be recessed for dinner at 6:30 by the Eastern Star 
ladies, which will be a delicious Baked Ham 
supper with salad, rolls and butter and a nice 
dessert.  Then the district meeting will resume. 
The cost of this year’s meal is $15. 

This is great opportunity to meet and greet many of the brothers from 
the other 6th Masonic District lodges that we haven’t seen in a while. 

 

This Fall’s Past Master’s Dinner/ Meeting 
This year our annual PM’s of the 6th Masonic District will be meeting 

at Summit Lodge #104 in Williamstown at 6 pm. So please tell your 

significant other to mark down Friday, 

October 28th on the calendar. 

That evening we will be having a 

Pork Loin with bake potato and 

vegetables dinner, plus dessert and the 

cost was set at $18 p/p.  
So plan on arriving a bit earlier for 

some cheese and crackers and get  
   File Photo from last yr.      together for some pre-meal chatter 

over a drink. 
Oh! remember to bring your $3 for your annual dues. 
We hope to see as many of our 2 dozen Past Masters at this 6th 

District Past Masters Dinner/ meeting as possible. 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
A RSVP would be most welcome to the Master of Sharon Lodge.  
The Most Worshipful Grand Master requests your presence at the 

following ceremony if it is within your power to attend. This is a 
very important ceremony and will show great respect to a well-
loved Past Grand Master. 

  The Grand Lodge Officers of the Most Ancient and Honorable 
Society of Free & Accepted Masons of Vermont, will be performing 
a Past Grand Master's Memorial Marker Dedication Ceremony for 
Most Worshipful Brother Calvin K. Keyler - Past Grand Master.  

  This will be held on Saturday, October 22, 2016 at the Sharon 
Elementary School at 3:00 pm, with refreshments to follow.  

  Physical Address for Sharon Elementary School is 75 VT Route 
132 Sharon, VT 05065.  Easy to get to; I-89 take Exit # 2, take Rte. 
132 West towards the village, approximately 0.1 mile, entrance is 
the first driveway on the right, the same entrance as the lodge.  

  Dress is tie and jacket.  Please RSVP to Brother Tom Swahn,  
Worshipful Master of Sharon Lodge # 105 at: tswahnjr59@aol.com 

Is it time to upgrade our Lodge’s Usage fees! 
We need to resolve the fact that the lodge has had requirements 

for the use of our building hall & kitchen in the past and these rules 

are no longer being followed. And just recently our neighbor Jim 
Donkersloot [shown above w/ WM] complained and he has 
requested immunity from us, so he is not held legally responsible 
for the ongoing usage by non-tenants using his driveway.  

It is high time to have written agreements, from those using our 
Lodge Dining Hall, and proper usage and utilities fees paid. And 
that the public must use the front door as the only entrance. Plus, 
insurance coverage that holds us indemnifiable of any liability.  
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward               
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                             279-2056 
 Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                           496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                  

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com  Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams        adamsbrentv@outlook.com  Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com   Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net     Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com      TJ Kingsbury    kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com Troy Kingsbury      kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord       richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com  Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com  Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com   Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                 Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com    Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons        mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com     Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com  Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s the largest and oldest fraternity on the planet 

dedicated to brotherly love, charity and true to its cardinal virtues and 

foundation stone. 

 
  

 

 

 

YOUR ANNUAL DUES ARE $50 FOR 2016-17 & ARE PAST DUE  
 


