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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 
  It has been a fast and busy summer since our June meeting. First, I 
want to thank the officers and members of our lodge who presented 
the two $500 scholarships to our outstanding High School students, 

and to those who took the time to attend the 
Annual Grand Lodge Session down in Killington.  
Also to congratulate the Grand Officers on their 
election and to thank our DDGM Dexter Rowe for 
the excellent job he did for us and the 6th 
Masonic District during his term. 
   Next was the feedback we have gotten back on 
the meal we fed at the Community supper in the 
church hall and it was all a very positive one.  
 I want to be sure to thank everyone who had 

WM Gary Bombard   spent their valuable time and effort in serving 

over 100 people and making it all look so easy.  
 I also want to thank all our guys who helped Rick serve up a great 

Breakfast for the Motorcycle Rally riders, including our Grand Master, 
on Saturday, July 30th in our lodge.  

Next we’ll be planning for our Baked Beads stint over Columbus 
weekend and also our great Annual Chicken Pie Supper. 

I’m already looking forward to welcoming each of you back after an 
eventful summer and to be sharing the excitement of the future 
possibilities of service and growth we have before us this coming 
season. 
 
Fraternally Yours,  
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master  
 

OUR NEXT LODGE MEETING – SEPT. 6TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

Next Regular Monthly Supper is at 6:30 PM on Sept. 6th 
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JUNE’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a nice evening on June 7th as the 

members joined us for a Beans and 
Frank’s supper served with a fresh salad, 
Rick’s bread and juice at 6:30 pm.  

After supper the brothers assembled in 
the upper lodge rooms for our meeting. 
Wor. Gary Bombard called for order in 
the Master Masons degree at 7:40 pm.  
A list of the Officers present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard     SD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
SW: Devin Grandchamp –Act’g   JD: Richard K. Backus -Acting 
JW: Travis L. Morse     SS: Kenneth A. Backus 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard   JS: Robert Grandchamp -Acting 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplain: Frederick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Don J. Demas -Acting   Tyler: Vacant 

  Additional member attending was: PM 
Donald J. Demas, WM Devin 
Grandchamp of Patriot Lodge #33 and 
SW Robert Grandchamp of Ethan Allen 
Lodge #72.  

Then the Secretary’s minutes of the May 
3rd regular meeting, as printed in the 
Trestle Board, was accepted with no 
changes noted and approved by the 
Worshipful Master.   

Next the Treasurer Gerry Maynard gave his report from April 5th 
to May 3rd and from May 3rd to June 7th. His reports were approved 
as given on motion by Charlie Kettles and second by Travis Morse 
and so passed by vote of the lodge. 
The first item was a report on International Boutique from Rick 
Rayfield. He said an invoiced went out to Joni and she sent a check 
for $420.00. Next he reported his Scholarship Comte which has 
received four applications. A motion was made by Travis and second 
by Richard to give the two (2) Valley students the Award and lamps. 
Rick noted that the ceremony is Fri. night and he will be attending.  

 

 (Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

By Rick Rayfield 33 
 
 

 

Three Times Around 
   Kalimera! This summer, I officiated at a wedding at the top of the gondola at Mt 

Mansfield. The bride was from a Greek family in Portsmouth.   Preparing the service 

in the weeks before, they considered some form of exchanging crowns during the 

service, even though the Cliff House is not a Greek Orthodox Church.  So I studied 

up on what happens at Greek Orthodox weddings.  I wrestled with how the bride and 

groom, their families and friends, and I would handle a secular version of the 

crowned bride and groom walking three times around the altar.  This sort of 

circumambulation is familiar from lodge and church, and yet this would be up on a 

mountain.  Plenty of built-in majesty.  I am a minister but not ordained.  And I am 

not Greek.  The crowns would be placed above the couple’s bed for their life together- 

a powerful symbol of the reverence we attribute to the bond of marriage. 

   I needed a review.  I used Google Earth to zoom to the Greek Island of Patmos 

where I studied one summer 44 years ago.  I could pick out the 365 little white chapels 

that dot Patmos, where St John wrote the book of Revelation.  Grikou Bay where I 

swam daily, Agriolivadi with the octopus I disturbed from a tin can, Lampi3 Beach 

scattered with crazily colored rocks.  Still there.  Still in me.   From the road plan and 

beach outlines, I recovered the spiritual sensibilities of Greek Orthodoxy, important 

to the bride and her family, even in the shade of a New England mountain. 

   The wedding service was lovely:  A Walt Whitman poem instead of triple prayers 

for every action.  Rings on the fingers once, not three times.   No crowns.   The couple 

chose for me to invoke the blessing of “The Architect” on their wedding vows.   

Through the lenses of Freemasonry, I saw the Architect’s plans more clearly.  Those 

plans are many and varied and rich in human glory as we each build temples in our 

own lives.  We build to our individual plans, and we build together in marriage and 

in community.  Those designs for our lovely temples are why we offer the glory and 

honor due the many Names of the Creator.  So mote they be.  So mote we be. 
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JUNE’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Next was reported that Bro. Paul White, Sr. of Aurora Lodge is back 

home, after he has been hospitalized for 10 days with an infection. 
We all wished him well and a speedy recovery. 

Finance: The Investment Comte consisting of WM, Tres, Sect’y, and 
Brent Adams are to hold a meeting before the Lodge’s Sept meeting. 
Finance: Next was the Budget Comte consisting of Richard Backus, 
chair; Chris Keast and Rick Rayfield, who mentioned he has some 
old XL worksheets to help them do the budget. 

Bake Beads: SW Travis said that PM 
Brent did a great job on the Memorial 
weekend and he was happy to help 
out. It was reported that a check has 
been received and we need to send a 
‘Thank you’ note to Dave Cohen. 

Farmer’s Market: Rick reported that 
the ‘Winter Market’ was successful this 
year although it had fewer vendor’s the 

last couple of weeks of the season. He said they plan to return next 
season and he would have a better handle on expenses and heating. 
This led to a discussion on the bathroom and possible causes and 
effects in solving that problem.  

Book Case: Next was Richard Backus, who no longer wants the 
Cherry plywood in his house, and he wants to get it out, so when he 
rents the house, it won’t get damaged. It was first proposed to place  
it in the basement, but was thought ill-advised, so it could now be 
temporally put in the dining room for the present time. 
New Business:  
The lodge will be dark for July and August, so Gerry moved that the 
lodge pay its bill during this period. It was second and passed by vote 
of the lodge. 
Communication: The Notice of Grand Lodge Annual meetings in 
Killington and related items were read by the secretary, including 
the listing of the proposed Slate of Grand Lodge Officers; as well as 
the Proxy sheet.  
 

 (Cont. on Next Page) 
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JUNE’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
   Community Supper: The lodge will once again be providing a free 

supper at the Waitsfield Church on Friday, 
June 24th at 5:30 pm. Rick has a menu of 
cold Cucumber Soup, Chicken, sweet 
potatoes and cilantro with rice pilaf, plus 
ginger maple almond cole slaw and baby 
corn and bean salad with lemonade, ice 
tea, and hot coffee. The dessert is ice 
cream sundaes. Rick asked those who 
volunteer to help set up at 3 pm and come 

help serve at 5:15 pm. 
Eastern Star Motorcycle Rally: It was proposed and second that the 

lodge provide an $8.00 p/p Breakfast for this event starting at 8 am 
on Saturday, July 30th and the rain date will be Sunday the 31st of 
July. It was approved by the lodge. 

Next Secretary Charlie, moved that the lodge charge a flat fee of 
$500 for the use in the lodge building for 7 consecutive days and $30 
a day for each additional day thereafter. And that the public must 
use the front door as the only entrance and exit from the building. 
The motion was second and some discussion was begun. As it looked 
like this was going to take a while, the master agreed to table the 
motion and appointed a committee. The comte members are: Rick, 
Charlie and Gerry and are to report back at the next regular meeting.  

Masonic Education: SD Geoff Colby discussed the currents event 
going on with the recognition of Cuba by the U.S. Govt. and he had 
some recent photographs taken by a local David Gardener showing 
a Masonic Lodge in Havana taken from a taxi cab, driven by a man 
who was wearing a masonic ring. He passed the photos around. Rick 
next spoke and he said that as far as known the only Masons that our 
Grand Lodge was aware of, are at Gitmo? 

Announcements: While thanking the brothers for their hospitality 
tonight, WM Devin Grandchamp of Patriot Lodge #33 welcomed all 
to come his lodge where 3 new men will be receiving their degree at 
8 am on Saturday, July 9th. 

There being no further business to discuss, the lodge was closed in 
short form at 9:15 pm. 

After which everyone adjourned to the dining room for some 
refreshments. 
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Mad River Lodge Served Our Community 
 It was a delightful and peaceful Friday evening of June 24th when the Freemason 

members of Mad River Lodge #77 got ready to feed our hungry, 

friends and neighbors  their delicious free monthly meal.   

It all started with the Eurich’s returning from an out-of-state 

meeting that afternoon, when Joann and Gordie and Ann 

Eardensohn set up the whole dining room. At the same time 

Rick Rayfield had lugged in all the necessary ingredients for a 

special summer meal. Next Charlie arrived to assist with the prepping, cutting and 

dicing, while Rick was out again chasing down some special 

items he needed to put the finishing touches on this day’s meal, 

By then Rachel and Chris Keast arrived to join in the chopping 

and slicing with Charlie, while Rick readied pans of chicken to 

be combined with the sweet potatoes, as the onions were being 

slowly pan fried on the stove.  

With the arrival of Liisa Colby, hubby Geoffrey was still at work, as she stepped up 

and became our no. 1 cucumber soup gal, While Rachel readied 

the gallons of cool drinks that will be devoured in the next few 

hours. And with the arrival of Master Gary Bombard it was time 

to put the finishing touches on the cole slaw, which Chris had 

so nicely chopped. We had the chicken pans in the oven and the 

pots of rice on the stove and the bean salad was also ready. 

And Vince Gauthier was making a pot of coffee and someone else was slicing up loafs 

of Rick’s special homemade bread and Joann made sure there 

was butter and milk on all the tables; things seemed to be almost 

at that stage when things all seems to be ready?  

By the time the people were streaming in and it was time to 

start thinking of dessert and the items to be served with the ice 

cream. You know - Rick’s special chocolate sauce, and all his 

tasty little treats, etc. It was time for the cold Cucumber Soup to be served to all the 

tables and the evening meal had begun. After all had eaten once, 

while Rick was busy fulling individual dessert orders from a 

demanding public, the real work was being done in the kitchen? 

The wrestling of the pots, pans, dishes, etc, by Gordie, Chris 

and Rachel. At the same time Gary was still filling plates up for 

seconds, plus they are now asking for take-out dinners for every 

conceivable reason under the sun?  A special thanks goes to Chris and Rachel for 

stacking away the tables and chairs. A real big ‘thank you’ goes to all who helped out. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
 
Now that the Fall here we can say to all our brothers, we wish you the very 
best for many, many years of Happy Birthdays. So from all their relatives 
and friends, who all join together with us to say, “We wish you all a very 
Happy Birthday.” 
 
 

William Peatman, Jr. - Aug.  14th 

Dana Haskins, Jr.  - Aug.  31st 

William Beard   - Sept. 11th 

Travis Morse    - Sept. 11th 

Charles Kettles   - Sept. 15th 

 
 

    MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Jeffrey L. Silman     July  12th  19 Yrs.  

Gary A. Bombard     Aug    8th  19 Yrs. 

Travis J. Kingsbury    Aug  15th  19 Yrs. 

Steven J. Maynard     Aug  27th  38 Yrs. 

Holly M. Ward     Sept    1st  63 Yrs. 

Clifton E. Kew II     Sept   9th  29 Yrs. 

William Peatman, Jr.    Sept 22nd    7 Yrs. 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the June’s issue. 

Also: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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HIGHLIGHT’s of ANNUAL GR. LODGE MEETING 
On a fine warm Wednesday morning of June 15th at the Grand Resort 

Center in Killington as brothers, from 
around the State of VT, were signing-in for 
our 222nd Annual Grand Lodge Session. 

Our MW Grand Master George Deblon 

called the meeting to order at 9:07 am. 
Mad Lodge’s members included Gerry 
Maynard, Gary Bombard, Richard Backus, 
Charlie Kettles and Rick Rayfield. After the 

opening of the Grand Lodge and the presentation of the Colors, 
followed by the Stars Spangled Banner and Oh Canada! Then after all 
the many dignitaries of the various jurisdictions and branches of the 

Order were received, recognized and 
accorded a fitting welcome, it was time for 
the Credentials Committee’s report, which 
concluded with 79 lodges’ represented by 
279 members and 82 Grand Officers the 
introductions of the 18 visiting dignities 
with Grand Lodge Officers the meeting 
settled down to the usual routine. Then 

MWGM George B. Deblon gave his Grand Master’s Address, 

other Grand Officers Reports were then presented, seconded and 
passed as presented. All the usual Grand Lodge business was 

conducted and the tellers were then 
appointed. Next the election of Grand 
Lodge Officers was held and recess was 
called at noon for lunch, which was held 
outdoors and pool side on the veranda. 
Recall was at 1:30 pm with the Tellers 
report of the voting. This was followed by 

the GMGeorge Deblon’s acceptance speech. Then the Annual CARE 

report followed and then the Raffle drawing winners were picked. 
This was followed by the acceptance of Financial report #1 and Bill 
Morse presenting Financial report #2 thru #5 so approved by vote. 
Bro. Harold Newell got his 55-year button, Meritorious Awards were 
presented and the meeting closed at 2:50 pm. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – Sept. 6, 2016 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers, un-drape charter 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report of Scholarship Awards 

2. Report on Biker’s Breakfast  

3. Report of Building Comte 

4. Report of Chicken Pie Comte 

5. Report of Bake Beads Comte  

6. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report of Lodge Finance Comtes 

2. Report on Past Master Fall Meeting 

3. Resolutions Comte & Other New Business  

4. GL Communications & 6th Dist. Meeting 

5. Masonic Education 

6. Announcements 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

1. Read Affiliation/ Petition–Appoint Interview Comte 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 

 

CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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Ancient Scottish Rite does new 31 and then 32 
  It was a nice sunny morning when three brothers car-pooled from 

the Valley over to the Green Mountain 
Masonic Center in Essex Junction on 
Saturday, April 30th. 

It was good to greet so many old friends, 
as we waited to have a cup of coffee and 
donut, while the cast did a brief run thru 
with Director Rick Rayfield spotting the 
lighting for the electrical crew. 
  When all was ready the meeting was 

called to order and all were welcomed at 
10:40 a.m. Then a five-minute recess was 
called so the theater could be set for the 
presentation of the new 31st degree, “My 
Brother’s Keeper”.  

The seven new Scottish Rite members 
were seated front and center for the best 
possible view of today’s presentations. 

 After the Prolog, the open scene of Gary 
Bombard as Bro. Paul Revere [pix] at his 
deck reminiscing on the events just prior 
to the time when, “The Shot that was 
heard around the World’. It was Masonry 
at its best as we reacted to revolutionary 
Dr. Warren’s moral lessons which are as 
pertinent today as they were in his day? 

  [This shows the cast]      We broke for lunch a little earlier at 11:33 
am. We sat down [Last pix] to a selection 
between two soups, a variety choice of 
sandwiches and brownies. 

he meeting then resumed at 1:15 pm and 
the presentation of the 32nd degree, The 
Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret, which 
is an exciting action adventure that tries 
the soul of Constans as he is confronted 

with many temptations to lure him from his pledge of Knighthood.  
This day’s events ended as the meeting concluded at 3:30 pm. 
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The Sons of the Widow - July 30th Ride 

   A Grand time for a Great event was had by all on this shining morning. 
It was the bright sunny morning of Saturday, July 30th, when the Masonic 
"Sons of the Widow" motorcycle group, of about a dozen members, had 
an especially fine breakfast at Mad River Lodge No. 77 in Waitsfield. 
   We would like to “Thank our ‘Chef De Jure” Rick Rayfield for the fine 
menu of waffles, eggs, sausage, four varieties of fresh homemade breads, 
cheese, and coffee, orange juice and watermelon, which he presented to 
these hungry riders before they cruised off.  
   Our Worship Master Gary Bombard, along with Geoff & Liisa Colby and 
Rick Rayfield served up the breakfast. Geoff’s wife Liisa pre-organized the 
meal and shopped and fired up the hot food in advance and on request 

for the dining and riding Widows; 
among whom were the Grand Matron 
and Grand Patron of Eastern Star and 
Grand Master George Deblon and 
Deputy Grand Master Vic Stone.   
   All the Widows Sons peeled out of 
the Mad River Lodge parking lot 
Saturday morning at 9:15 am to ride 
around the gorgeous Green 
Mountains going over the famed 
Appalachian Gap and ending up in 
Windsor, VT. It is a 100- plus mile bike 
ride! 

Pictured above, standing on the porch deck, 
is our Grand Master of Masons of Vermont,  
George Deblon, he is 6th from the left. 
 

DUE PAYMENT NOTICES WERE SENT OUT  
It appears that although the lodge’s annual dues are required to be 

paid every year on or before May 1st of each year and this is printed 
repeatedly in our monthly Trestle Board, we must still mail out, to 
at least half of our members, a paper invoice requesting payment. So 
if you still haven’t paid your dues, please send them to your secretary 
at: P.O. Box 448 - Waitsfield, VT 05673-0448 as soon as you can. The 
brothers “Thank you”, the WM “Thanks you” & your Sec’ty does too.  
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2016 - 2017 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Travis L. Morse                     Junior Warden                  583-1994 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Senior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Junior Deacon                  839-5250 
Matias D.G. Simmons          Sr. Steward               347/631-3404 
Vacant                                   Jr.  Steward               
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                             279-2056 
 Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                           496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                  
 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com   Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams       cb3cats@aol.com    Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com  Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com    Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com    Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard     resbeard@sover.net      Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com       TJ Kingsbury  kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Troy Kingsbury      kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com   James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Richard Lord     richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com      Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com   Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com   Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                      Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com        Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                  Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Mat Simmons        mdelsol2@hotmail.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net     Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com           Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 

Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s the spiritual, moral and virtuous expressions of 

brethren dedicated to doing their duty toward God, our neighbors and ourselves. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

YOUR ANNUAL DUES ARE $50 FOR 2016-17 & ARE PAST DUE  
 

 

   


