
 

The Masonic 
 

  VOL. NO. 20           APRIL 2016      ISSUE NO. 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trestle Board 
 

Mad River Lodge No. 77 
1868        -       2016 
Waitsfield, Vermont 

 

 

King Hiram’s Lodge No. 45 
 

1817        -      1832  
 
 
 



 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 
  My year as Master of the Lodge just seems to be passing so very fast 

and I want to ‘Thank you all’ for your strong 
continuing support.   
  It all started in May when we donated to 
Rainbow Girl’s for their fundraiser and then we 
helped Baked Beads on Memorial Day weekend 
and we helped send Kids to Camp in Maine from 
Valley Lodge #16. Then we adjusted and lowered 
the front porch and we had again fed about 130 
people at the United Church of Christ by 
providing a community supper. We next held our 
annual Columbus Day weekend Baked Beads 

WM Gary Bombard   event and the annual Chicken-pie supper and a 
week later we went to Summit Lodge #104 in Williamstown, for the 
Annual 6th Masonic District meeting and supper.  
  And this winter we presented two brothers with their 50 yr. Award 
Buttons, we had International Boutique again able to use the lodge 
and we held our Annual Christmas Party Luncheon. We also 
donated to the Masonic Service Assoc.’s fund to help the hospital 
visitations to our Vets. We have had the Waitsfield Winter Farmer’s 
Market using the lodge on every Sunday and we have hosted Valley 
Lodge #16 and this year we’ve also presented two degrees for our 
newest member. Thank you all for your continuing hard work. 
 
Fraternally Yours,  

 
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

OUR NEXT LODGE MEETING – APR. 5TH 
  A combined Third Degree is being held Sat. March 26th at 4 pm 

The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 
Annual Communication Tues. April 19th at 7:30 pm 
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MARCH’s MONTHLY MEETING 
The up & down winter weather is continuing as the temps today 

were 15 on Town Meeting Day. 
   We met upstairs in the ante-room about 
6:30 for some hot Angel Hair Pasta 
w/Shrimp, Rick’s great bread, along with 
some cheese slices and hot tea.  

  The meeting was called to order at 7:34 

pm by WM Gary Bombard. The usual 
opening of the lodge and flag ceremony 

Rick and Brent cooking and the singing of our National Anthem. 
  Next the WM welcomed all who didn’t have to work at Town 

Meeting’s today and he ‘Thanked’ Bro. Rick Rayfield for tonight’s 
repast.      The Officers Present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard       SD: Richard K. Backus - Acting 
SW: Kenneth Leone - Acting      JD: Bruce Humphrey - Acting 
JW: Brent V. Adams       SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Vacant        JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles     Chaplain: Charles Kettles– Acting 
Marshal: Vacant        Tyler: Fredrick J. Rayfield  

We had two visiting brothers: PM Bruce Humphrey of Winooski 
#49 and PM Kenneth Leone of DeWitt 
Clinton #15; whom we put to work. 

 The first agenda item was a review of 
the secretary’s February lodge minutes, 
which were accepted by Wor. Gary as 
printed, mailed and e-mailed to the 
membership.  Next was the monthly 
Treasurer’s report for the Feb. 2nd thru 
Mar. 1st period given by Charlie for 

Gerald Maynard, who was helping at the annual Moretown Town’s 
meeting. We reported no income and the expenses of $151.68 for this 
period. It was moved to accept the report as read and pending audit, 
second by Brent and so passed.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
Rick reported on the recent events taking place at the Sunday’s 
 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
 

-3- 



FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield 33 
 
 

 
April Cruel or Fools? 

  April is known to poets as cruel - the snow clears and we see what was wrecked by snow 

and ice and wind.  We see the dead leaves decayed from last year. Lincoln was assassinated 

on April 14th.  The IRS makes us tally up our debt (or refund!) on April 15th. April was not 

used as a girl’s name until the 1940s. 

  But on the positive side, April showers bring May flowers. And poet Eliot says April breeds 

lilacs- albeit out of the dead land.  April 1st is largely regarded as a fun day, for the practical 

jokes.  (my nieces once marked all the mirrors “Warning!  People in the mirror are older than 

they appear.”  The original fools on April 1 were people who did not recall that the New Year 

Day was moved back to January 1st.  Said who? Many of them continued to play the fool- 

enjoying two party days instead of one.  Or more! 

  April reminds me of our compasses.  Do our compasses roughly demand we stay within 

bounds?  Or do the compasses remind us that by carefully circumscribing our bounds, we can 

live more freely and fully within those bounds? The limits keep us alive, living sociably and 

healthily with family and friends. Boundaries can tested, discussed, moved, and glorified or 

condemned.  All the good stuff comes with some costs.  All the “bad” stuff has its 

benefits.  To our imperfect eyes, the designs on the Great Trestleboard are not always clear. 

   Ben Franklin was by some measures our nation’s most important Founding Father.  All that 

wisdom, experience, and creativity, and contributions to good government and science and 

good sense.  He died on April 17th, 1790, the year before Vermont became the 14th State. 

You could argue he did some foolish things, living with a woman out of wedlock and raising 

young William, then mixing it with the court ladies of Europe, hanging out with Voltaire, 

risking a lightning bolt through his brain, and trying not to be proud that he was humble.  You 

have heard he was a Mason. Probably a wise old fella.  Nope.  He joined the Freemasons 

when he was 24 years old, and four years later (1734) he was Grand Master of Pennsylvania. 

He lived another 50 years as a Freemason.  Was it cruel or foolish that he served as Grand 

Master at such a young age? 

   The designs on the Trestleboard of our future may have surprises that seem cruel or 

foolish.  Sometimes wisdom masquerades in comedy or tragedy.  It was Proverbs 29:9, not 

Poor Richard, which warned us, “A wise man will not argue with a fool, as he will get no 

rest.”   Brother Mark Twain’s version is also cautionary, “Do not argue with a fool, they will 

bring you down to their level and beat you with experience.”   My advice- approach April 

with caution and big smile.   And start your seeds indoors.    
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MAR’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Farmer’s Market and how they have been doing the last few weeks. 

He also wanted to ‘Thank’ PM Fred Messer for filling in for him in 

getting the lodge up to speed, during Rick visit to Florida last week. 

He went on to mention his efforts to satisfy our neighbor Jim 

Donkersloot in getting the liability of the driveway issue settled. Of 

course he forgot to mention that the Odd Fellows had ended up being 

mistakenly billed for ins. changes and he’ll get that straighten out?      

The issue was the Ladies at the Table was reviewed by visiting PM 

Bruce Humphrey, who said his lodge will be happy to once again 

participate in our joint venture. He mentioned that we might be 

cutting it close this year because they only have 85 souvenir glasses 

left and that is approximately the number that attends each year? 

But they will be discussing this and other details in a few weeks at a 

meeting over at Gerry Maynard’s home. 

Next was a full report on our recent Fellow Craft Degree was given 

by our Secretary Charlie, which was then approved as read.  

A question was raised whether we had received a check from 

International Banquet? Rick reported that he hopes to have a check 

at our next meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

 WM Bombard informed the lodge that there three 

candidate ready to receive their Master Mason’s 

Degree. He has been approached by Aurora Lodge 

#22 and DeWitt Clinton #15 to help them raise these 

men. The date the MM Degree will be held Saturday 

of March the 26th at 4 pm at Mad River Lodge by a 

three lodge degree team. We heard from PM Kenny 

Leone (See his Pix) that the men from Northfield are 

ready to work this degree. 

 
(Cont. on Page 6) 
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MAR’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
The Secretary and Treasurer are reminded to have their books 

ready to be turned over to the Audit Comte at the next monthly 

meeting.  

A further report from the Nomination Comte was not given due to 

the absence of these members.  

Next was the question of whether we need to raise our annual dues 

this year. It was decided to table any further discussions on raising 

the dues until our next meeting.  

It was noted that Bro. Gerry Maynard has provided the lodge with 

picture frames for the missing Worshipful Master’s pictures. It is 

our hope to get these PM’s here to take 

their photos. We have the necessary 

photo paper, etc., to get it done. We 

need these men to contact either Rick 

or Charlie to let us know when we can 

get this done. 

Next the Secretary presented a 

donation check from the members of 

Valley Lodge #16 (IOOF) to Wor. 

Master Gary to Mad River lodge for having them here. (See Photo) 

MASON EDUCATION:  
Rick Rayfield discussed the symbolism of having an altar in the 

lodge and it location?  He reviewed how alters had been used, e.g. 
sacrifice’s, prayers, thru the years. He mention their decorations 
and material, such as columns, marble tops, relics and icons, etc. He 
also pointed out how close it is placed to the Masters station. In some 
countries it right in front of him, so there is no room to pass in front 
of his station.  

 

 There being no further business to consider, the lodge closed in 

form at 8:40 pm and the members congregated in ante-room to chat 

while enjoying some cookies and a drink of milk or lemonade. 
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The Obituary of George R. Kingsbury 

Sept. 12, 1927 - March 2, 2016 

George R. Kingsbury, 88, died Wednesday, March 2, 2016 at Starr Farm 
Nursing Center in Burlington.  

He was born September 12, 1927 in Plainfield the son of 
George and Hattie (Martin) Kingsbury. George attended 
Waitsfield schools and graduated from Waitsfield High 
School in 1945. Following high school he served in the U.S. 
Navy during WW II. After his honorable discharge from the 
service George attended Vermont Agricultural School (now 
Vermont Technical College) in Randolph Center. He was 
married to Joan Holman September 11, 1947 in Randolph. 

He worked as manager for Sunshine Feeds in Poultney until 1955 when he 
went to work for New England Telephone (now Verizon). He was their motor 
vehicle foreman and worked in Rutland, White River Jct. and Burlington until 
retiring in 1984. After his retirement George worked for Remo Pizzagalli. His 
memberships included the White River Jct. American Legion, Hartford Elks 
Lodge and Masonic Lodge #77 in Waitsfield. He enjoyed hunting, fishing and 
gardening.  

He is survived by his daughter Jeanne Bluto and her partner Larry Rives of S. 
Burlington, a granddaughter Lindsay Bluto. He was predeceased by his wife of 
68 years Joan Kingsbury in 2015.  

Many thanks to Dr. Garrison, Dr. Haddock, Brent Devenney; the staff at Starr 
Farm Nursing Center who filled his last 6 months with love; Larry Rives and 
Amy MacKay for tons of love and the staff of Grand Isle/Chittenden County 
Hospice for their wonderful support for the final days; as well as friends and 
family who visited (and played cribbage with Dad).  

Memorial services will be held at 11:00 A.M. Saturday, March 12th at the Day 
Funeral Home in Randolph with Pastor Brent Devenney officiating. There are 
no calling hours. Burial will be in the Vermont Veterans Memorial Cemetery, 
Randolph Center, at a later date. Memorial contributions may be made to Mt 
Sinai #3, 2 Academy Street, Barre Vermont 05601 for the Burn Hospital. Online 
condolences may be left at www.dayfunerals.com. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that it’s the season of April Showers that brings the 

beginning of Spring and to give us Sugaring - we say ‘Thanks for 

Maple favors’ and are ready to wish all our April brothers the best 

for another great Birthday – IF we had any? 

 

      WE HAVE NO APRIL BIRTHDAY MEN 

 

    MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Wayne Whitelock  Apr.  3rd  49 Yrs. 
Donald J. Demas  Apr.  4th  55 Yrs. 
John L. Hadden   Apr. 16th  28 Yrs. 
Brent V. Adams   Apr. 16th    6 Yrs. 
Jeffery R. Kahn   Apr. 16th    6 Yrs. 
Douglas C. Kenyon  Apr. 29th  17 Yrs. 
 

Now is the Time to Vote on Annual Dues 
Our dues now are only $50.00 a year.  Our pre-paid Grand Lodge Life 

brothers have to pay $35.00 a year.        But this may be about to change? 
This is your WARNING to attend your April 19th Annual Meeting.  

Because a motion to raise your annual dues was Tabled and it will be 
voted upon at the annual meeting.  Will your vote be counted!!!  

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the March issue. 

And to: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.   
Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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A Masonic Service for Bro. George R. Kingsbury 

  On a beautiful sunny morning of Saturday, 
March 12, 2016 in Randolph at the Day 
Funeral Home for George R. Kingsbury’s  11 
am service, the members of Mad River Lodge, 
WM Gary Bombard, Treasurer Gerry Maynard, 
Sect’y Charlie Kettles, PM’s Donnie Demas 
and Gordie Eurich, with Joann, all drove over 
from Waitsfield and we met our DDGM Dexter 
Rowe. We also met up with family members 
Dick and TJ Kingsbury at the funeral home. 
  After introducing ourselves to George’s 
daughter, Jeanne Bluto and her partner Larry 
Rives, we than spoke with the minister Brent 
Devenney to review today’s service program.   
  In addition to the main chapel (3rd Pix) there 
were three additional side rooms that were also 
filled to capacity with mourners and they got to 
watch and hear the service on the close TV 
monitors in those rooms.   
  Rev. Brent began the service with a Welcome 
greeting and offered an opening prayer. Next 
Lori Devenney sang, “In the Garden.”  
This was followed by the Masonic Service led 
by Charlie Kettles with Gordie Eurich as 
Chaplain and joined by our Masonic lodge 
brother’s. 
  Next were family and friends reminiscing tales 
about George and fishing and family reunions 
and the great effect he had on all those around 
him.  
  Then some reading of the scriptures and final 
devotions, followed by the song, “Amazing 
Grace” by Lori.   
  After the closing, our guys had to get back to 
do some Saturday chores, the family went on 
to a reception at a nearby Grange Hall. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday –Apr. 5, 2016 

 
OPENING OF THE LODGE 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers, drape charter 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

1. Report on Farmer’s Market 

2. Report of Building Comte 

3. Report of Lady’s at Table Comte  

4. Report on Funeral Service 

5. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 

New Business/ Committees: 

1. Charge the Audit Comte  

2. Appoint a Resolution Comte 

3. Report on Service Award Buttons 

4. Report on the Master Mason Degree 

5. Other New Business/ Communications 

6. Masonic Education  

 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 

CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2015 - 2016 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Brent V. Adams                    Junior Warden                  496-3774 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Travis L. Morse                     Senior Deacon                  583-1994 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Junior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Sr. Steward                      839-5250  
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                             279-2056 
 Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                           496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                      
 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere        7182chucka@nsbvt.com   Chris Keast            chriskeast@charter.net 
Brent Adams       cb3cats@aol.com    Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 
Ken Backus          kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com  Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 
Rich Backus         rkbackus@madriver.com    Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 
Tim Baker            timbaker123@aol.com    Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 
William Beard     resbeard@sover.net      Mike Kingsbury     mkingsbury@gmavt.net 
Kenton Blair        kblairvt@yahoo.com       TJ Kingsbury          kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 
Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Troy Kingsbury      kingsburys@mac.com 
Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com   James Leith            morhunt@digital.net 
Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord          richardlord@madriver.com 
Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com      Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 
Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com   Darrell Mays          boogie@gmavt.net  
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 
Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com   Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 
Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Travis Morse          schaubel777@aol.com 
Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Bill Peatman Jr.     rmwrp@aol.com 
Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Rick Rayfield          rayfieldvt@aol.com 
Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                  Donald Ritchie       donsunline@yahoo.com 
Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 
Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Mat Simmons       mdelsol2@hotmail.com 
Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 
Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 
Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 
Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 
Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 
Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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What is Freemasonry? It’s an association of God-fearing men providing charitable, 

benevolent and educational programs for the betterment of the community and 

the Nation. 

 

 

 
  


