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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

I want to “Thank” my FC degree team members for everything 
they did to show that all their rehearsal efforts were well worth the 

time they devoted to it. The results were just 
great.  

I hope all the Brothers are thinking and have 
started learning or relearning their parts. 
Myself and the Master of one of our brother 
lodges are working to put on a joint third degree 
together. We will share all work on this degree 
and make it a true brotherly event. Both of us 
will bring this before our respective Lodges at 
the next meeting and plan on a degree towards 
the end of March. 

WM Gary Bombard   So, I sincerely hope to see all of our members 
coming to lodge to meet and greet our newest Master Mason 
brothers and to welcome them into our membership.  

I would also like to “Thank” the members of Valley Lodge #16 of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows [IOOF] Fraternity for their 
annual donation to the Masons.   

Finally, I want to request all of our members, to come early to our 
March meetings, bring another brother, enjoy some warm Food and 
Good Fellowship during this fairly mild winter and to always 
remember that brotherhood is always the magical key to all of our 
continuing success.  

 
Fraternally Yours,  
 
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 
 

OUR NEXT LODGE MEETING – MAR. 1ST 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

There will be a Regular Supper for March’s Meeting 6:30 pm 
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING 
The mild winter weather is continuing as the February 2nd temps 

today were 40 on Ground Hog Day. 
We met upstairs in the ante-room at 

6:30ish for some hot Black Bean Soup, 
Rick’s bread, some cheese slices and 
two types of Pizza pies. 
    The meeting was called to order at 

7:33 pm by WM Gary Bombard. The 
usual opening of the lodge and flag 
ceremony and the singing of our  

     Ken & Richard Backus      National Anthem. Next the WM 
welcomed all who didn’t see their shadow [it was Ground Hog Day] 
and he ‘Thanked’ Bro. Rick Rayfield for tonight’s repast.  

The Officers Present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Kenneth A. Backus - Acting 
SW: Gordon Eurich – Acting  JD: Richard K. Backus - Acting 
JW: Brent V. Adams    SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant     Tyler:  – Acting 

The first agenda item was a review of the secretary’s January lodge 
minutes, which were accepted by Wor. Gary as printed and e-mailed 
to the membership.   

Next was the monthly report of our Treasurer Gerald Maynard for 
the Jan. 5th thru Feb. 2nd period. He reported income of $845.00 
and expenses of $887.74 for the period. It was moved by Gordie to 
accept the report as read and pending audit, second by Charlie and 
so passed.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
First was a review of the Farmer’s Market by Rick, who mentioned 

they were short a few vendors these past couple weekends. He 
reported that they were $25 short for those weeks, but have been 
making up the shortage. 

Next he reported that last weekend a large SUV was parked over 
the septic and a search didn’t turn up the car’s owner, until he 
asked the next door Pottery lady? It was none other than our 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 

 

Founding Fathers- Hamilton and Burr? 
   It is often said that the Founding Fathers of the United States, France, Ecuador/Bolivia, and 

Cuba were Freemasons.  We are keenly aware of some of the most illustrious- George 

Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and others.  Depending on your lists, 16% of signers of the 

Declaration of Independence, 46% of American Generals in the Revolutionary War and 44% 

of signers of the Constitution were Freemasons.  Such lists and numbers are never the whole 

story. Brother Paul Revere is not on most lists of “Founding Fathers” despite his historic 

riding role on the 18th of April 18 in ‘75, made famous some 88 years later by poet Henry W. 

Longfellow. The hero of Broadway at present is Alexander Hamilton, a signer of the 

Constitution but not a Freemason- despite some wishful but weak claims that he was. His 

antagonist in history, Aaron Burr, was Vice-President under Thomas Jefferson (after an 

Electoral College tie between them) who later pressed charges of treason against Burr.  Burr 

and Jefferson were not a Freemasons, but are often cited as “Founders” 39% of Vice-Presi- 

dents have been Freemasons, and 14 of 44 Presidents.   Lists of "Founding Fathers" typical- 

ly run 150-200 people, including some "Founding Mothers".  And how many thousands of 

other patriots are not listed? Think on them.  

   Now we see Hamilton on Broadway, based on Ron Chernow’s biography of him.   The 

Founding Fathers are played by actors and actresses of color in contemporary music.   The 

melodic rapping has received wide and wild acclaim (and memorization by my daughters).  

Like Longfellow’s Revere, Hamilton’s place in American history is being publicly 

enlightened. Hamilton deserves praise- the man and the musical.  

   Let us keep perspective. While we are duly proud of Freemasons in our nation, and in 

others, it is a mesh of Freemasons and others in the brotherhood of mankind that have 

nurtured democracy and justice, and battled ignorance, injustice, and tragedy.   It is not simply 

that Hamilton was a good guy and Burr was a bad guy.  Human nature and the affairs of state 

are seldom simple.   Does Aaron Burr deserve his own Broadway show?  Perhaps he gets fair 

shrift in “Hamilton”.  In today’s world, we see broad designs of the Grand Architect, and try 

to implement them.  But as we hear in the Fellowcraft symbolism, Divine Truth surpasses 

human understanding. Truth is not always simple or clear.  As we review history, and the role 

of Freemasonry, we may find that revisiting the facts both reveals the raw truth and also 

uncovers mysterious complexity. The Grand Architect challenges us, not to duel, but to seek 

understanding.  
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
neighbor Mr. Dunkensloot. This brought up another new item? The 
fact that he’s looking for an insurance rider from us taking 
responsibility for anything that takes place in his driveway by the 
Farmer’s Market people. To be continued. 

Ladies at the Table:  Gerry reported that he had no new news from 
his previous report last month. We had members propose some 
women to be honored, but most of those mentioned have already 
been honored. To be continued. 

Odd/Masons: Our annual get-together is generally held during 
February and we all look forward to this meeting and their yearly 
donation. They are in need of a sign on the building and other 
concerns, more details will be forthcoming. 

The next degree will be, the Fellow Craft, held on Tuesday, 
February 9th at 7 pm.  We hope more of our members will come and 
attend these meetings. There will also be a FC degree practice held 
at 4 pm on Sunday, February 7th.  

Building Report: Rick updated us on some ongoing items: first the 
bathroom heater’s thermostat which is not working and his efforts 
to fix it, due to the age of the heater, he’s had a problem in finding 
parts? Next was the flag’s holder which broke and needing a sturdier 
new one. He has been asked to bring in the flags for the Winter.  

NEW BUSINESS: 
The secretary believes it’s long past time to update our Past 

Master’s Wall of Frame. He would like to see the five or six PM’s 
who to have not had their photos taken yet, to get theirs done. Rick 
will be checking out having all of them done at one time.  
Committees:  
Membership: The members of the Membership Comte were asked 

by the master to report on their progress? They were surprised to 
find themselves on the comte and will be doing better soon. 

Visitations: Bro. Gordie Eurich and Charlie Kettles reported on 
their visits with Brother Dana Haskin and they also reported on PM 
Marke Englert’s progress after his recent surgery. 

Nominations: Comte chair Gordie said we have a pressing need to 
determine who will be available to progress thru the chairs. So we 
need to check the availability of the present officers. 

(Cont. on Page 6) 
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Investment: Gerry said he heard from Dave Babic of Ed Jones and 

he wanted to see us. Gerry suggested we [He, Brent and Charlie] 
meet with Dave to talk about setting up a Charity Fund and he spoke 
of about $3K. Afterwards it would go to the Finance Comte of 
Richard Backus, Rick Rayfield and Christopher Keast to review and 
then on to the lodge. 

Audit Comte: The members Gordie Eurich, Geoff Colby and 
Christopher Keast were reminded that the year ends March 31st. 
Community Meals: Rick reviewed the free meals we’ve done the last 
couple years at the Waitsfield Church across the street and he moved 
our lodge sponsor and provide a free meal again this year for the 
community. And that we spend up to $400 was second and so voted.  

Masonic Education – Acting Marshal Rick Rayfield was asked to 
escort brother Kenneth Backus west 
of the altar. Wor. Gary Bombard next 
appointed and installed Ken in as our 
Senior Steward for the remainder of 
this year.  

Next our Treasurer Gerry Maynard 
remained the brothers that our tax 
relief only has five years left to go and 
we should start planning now how we 

Rick Rayfield & Ken Backus   will pay for those future higher taxes.   
Next Wor. Gary read an e-mail looking for some assistance for 

our Grand Master MWGeorge Deblon’s, who is hosting the 
upcoming Northeast Grand Master’s Conference to be held in 
Killington this summer. They need help in providing a hospitality 
room, where the attendees might rest and refresh themselves. He 
is asking all of our lodges and members to send a donation to: 
Michael Reed, 4263 VT Route 17W, Addison, VT  05491. Secretary 
Charlie moved we sent $50 from the lodge to help, this was second 
by Chaplain Rick and so passed. 

The lodge was closed in form at 9:08 pm and the members 
congregated in ante-room to chat while we enjoyed some delicious 
warm Apple pie and lemonade. 
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Mad River’s Fellow Craft Degree  
A Fellow Craft Degree was held on the cold evening of Tuesday, February 9th 

when the members arrived upstairs to hear our 

candidate Bro. Matias D.G. Simmons present his 

first degree work with the assistance of PM Allen 

Gaylord. [Photo on Left] 

Afterward the lodge was called to order by 

W∴M∴ Gary Bombard at 7:11 pm. The lodge was 

opened on the first and after our formal opening 

and flag ceremony and the singing of our National Anthem; the lodge was then 

raised to the Second Degree and the degree work of the lodge began. 

The Officers Present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Travis L. Morse 

SW: Christopher M. Keast  JD: Geoffrey G. Colby 

JW: Brent V. Adams   SS: Kenneth A. Backus  

Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Allen A. Gaylord 

Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplin: Rick J. Rayfield 

Marshal: Richard K. Backus  Tyler: Gordon E. Eurich 

After the Stuarts, PM Allen Gaylord and Bro. Ken Backus, handled the 

preliminary work of getting the candidate ready; it was our Sr. Deacon Travis 

Morse who then directed and presented Bro. Simmons about the lodge room.  

After he received some further procedural instructions and was obligated and 

taught how to properly wear his apron, along with the working tools and their 

usage as presented by PM Brent Adams; we then recessed at 8:35 pm. 

 After being returned to the lodge, after a brief recess, our new brother 

received further instructions from 

PDDGM Richard Backus on the Middle 

Chamber.  This was followed by the letter 

‘G’ from PDDGM Gerry Maynard, then 

the Charge of the degree given by PM 

Charlie Kettles and finally the Symbolism 

of the degree by PM Rick Rayfield.  

Then after some final instructions on 

lodge protocol from the WM, it was time 

to see the secretary and to get his work book for the next degree. He was 

congratulated by all the brothers [See Pix] and the lodge was closed in form at 

9:16 pm. After which everyone socialize and we had some of Wilma Maynard’s 

great egg-salad sandwiches along cider /milk and cookies.          
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Happy 

Birthdays 
 

Now that Winter is easing and trying to turn the corner as the 
seasons drift towards the ‘Ides of March’ we give ‘Thanks’ to and 
get ready to wish our defrosting bro’s the best for another great 
Birthday.  

 
 

Richard M. Lord         Mar.   3rd 
Jeffrey A. Hunsberger     Mar.   9th 
Marke C. Englert               Mar.  10th 
Christopher M. Keast        Mar.  29th 
 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Marke C. Englert  Mar.   2nd  14 Yrs. 
Troy A. Kingsbury  Mar.   6th  22 Yrs. 
Donald E. Ritchie  Mar.   6th  22 Yrs. 
Jon M. Jamieson  Mar. 14th   21 Yrs. 
Charles R. Kettles  Mar. 22nd   23 Yrs. 
Richard G. Kingsbury Mar. 25th  19 Yrs. 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the Feb. issue. 

And to: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.   
Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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New England Brotherhood Night 

Saturday, March 26, 2016 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm – Breakout Session 

         5:30 pm – Cocktail Hour (Cash Bar) 
                  6:30 pm - Banquet 
                   7:30 pm Program 

 

MW David A. Walker invites all masons and their ladies to this 

celebration of masonry.  

 

The purpose of the New England Brotherhood Night is to help forge 

better relationships between Masons from all over the region. The 

host jurisdiction rotates on a yearly basis; each New England state 

gets to host the event once every six years. This year’s event will 

be held at the Marriott Portland Sable Oaks, 200 Sable Oaks Dr., 

South Portland, ME.  

 

Two breakout sessions will be held in the afternoon for brethren 

between 1pm and 4pm. The sessions will be conducted by the Maine 

Masonic College. There is limited seating at these sessions so it is 

recommended that brethren register using the Registration Form. 

There will be shuttles available for ladies who would like to visit the 

nearby Maine Mall.  

 

Hotel accommodations can be made directly with the hotel for 

Friday, March 25 and/or Saturday, March 26 at $99.00 per night. 

Hotel reservations must be made directly with the hotel using group 

code New England Brotherhood Event.  

 

 

Hotel Reservations must be made by February 25, 2016 by 

calling (800) 752-8810  
 
 
 
Please use the Registration Form to register for the banquet on 

  last page. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – Mar. 1, 2016 

 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

1. Report on Farmer’s Market 

2. Report on Odd/Mason Comte 

3. Report of the Lady’s at Table Comte  

4. Update from Finance Comte 

5. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

1. Charge the Audit Comte  

2. Preliminary Nomination Comte Report 

3. Review of  our Lodge Dues 

4. Communications  

5. Other New Business/ Reports 

6. Masonic Education  

 

Petitions for Membership: 
 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2015 - 2016 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 
Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 
Brent V. Adams                    Junior Warden                  496-3774 
Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 
Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 
Travis L. Morse                     Senior Deacon                  583-1994 
Geoffrey G. Colby                 Junior Deacon                  917-4999 
Kenneth A. Backus               Sr. Steward                        
Richard K. Backus                Marshal                             279-2056 
 Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                           496-5667 
Vacant                                   Tyler                                      
 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com   Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com    Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus         kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com  Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker          timbaker123@aol.com    Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com       TJ Kingsbury  kingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Troy Kingsbury     kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com   James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com   Richard Lord     richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com   Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com   Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                     Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                  Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net    Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net    Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org   

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 
 

 

What is Freemasonry? It’s a regular system of morality, veiled in allegory, and 

illustrated by symbols. 

 
  

 

 

 



New England Brotherhood Event Registration Form  
Please Print Clearly Full Name (including Masonic Title) _______________ 
Ladies Name: (if attending) ___________________________________ 

 
Jurisdiction: (Circle One)  ME    NH    VT    MA    CT    RI  

 
Phone: ____________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________ 
 
Are you staying overnight? (circle one) 
 
 YES NO  Fri Only  YES Sat Only  YES Fri & Sat  

  
_________________________________________________________ 

Lunch 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm $19 / person 
Luncheon Registration:  
If attending, how many? (enter # Count ____) - (lady is also invited) 
                                                          Enter Total @ $19 each ____ 
_______________________________________________________ 

                 Session 1                  Session 2  
           Critical Thinking  
 
A short presentation on the 

importance of Critical Thinking in society 
and our lives. Critical Thinking is, where 
it is used, how easily the brain can be 
fooled and ways to get to the correct 
decision.  

       Myth and Freemasonry  
The purpose of this class is to express the basic 

and central nature of the spiritual life of the local 
Lodges as the foundation upon which Freemasonry 
is properly built. It will present information to the 
attendees, provide the opportunity for discussion 
and explanation, and utilize the true nature of the 
fraternity as an on-going resource for continued 
education and goal realization.  

   _________________________________________________________ 
 

Banquet 5:30 pm Cocktail Hour (Cash Bar) - 6:30 pm Dinner Keynote   
Speaker 7:30 pm (courtesy of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island)  

Number Attending:  
 

# Count _____ Total @ $42 each ____ 

Banquet Reservation Deadline is Wednesday, March 16, 2016  
Please make checks payable to: The Grand Lodge of Maine  
Mail to: Grand Lodge of Maine, PO Box 430, Holden, ME 04429-0430  
Questions: Call (207) 843-1086 or email grandlodge@mainemason.org  
 
 
Total Amount Submitted                             $_________  
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COMMITTES  
 
Membership: Gerry Maynard, Brent Adams, Travis Morse. 
Nominations: Gordie Eurich, Geoff Colby, Brent Adams. 
Finance: Richard Backus, Rick Rayfield, Christopher Keast. 
Investment - Budget: Brent Adams, Gordie Eurich, Treasurer and Secretary 
Relief & Assistance: Brent Adams, Christopher Keast, Gary Bombard. 
Fraternal Harmony: Gerry Maynard, Rick Rayfield, Brent Adams. 
Scholarship: Rick Rayfield, Richard Backus, Travis Morse. 
Audit: Gordie Eurich, Geoff Colby, Christopher Keast. 
Building: Rick Rayfield, Bob Danaher, Donnie Demas and WM Gary 
Masonic Education: Brent Adams, Gerry Maynard, Rick Rayfield. 
Bake Beads: Brent Adams. 
Odd/Masons:  Brent Adams, Rick Rayfield, Christopher Keast. 
Assist Treasurer: Troy Kingsbury. 
Assist Secretary: Brent Adams. 
Historian: Bob Danaher. 


