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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
 
My Brothers, 
I want to “Thank” everyone that showed up for our January meeting, 
it seems the first few months after the New Year are the hardest 

times to get to the lodge. I remember reading, 
“Fourteen Reasons for Attending Lodge on a 
Stormy Night” when I was the lodge’s Tyler. If it 
still hangs behind the Tyler’s chair; take a 
minute and read it!  Maybe we should add the 
word …”Winter” Night to it.  

Next I would like to see us get started on the 
work for the next degree. We have rehearsed on 
Sunday January 17th at 4 pm and we will also 
have a practice on Sunday, Feb. 7th at the lodge. 
I hope to see all of our Fellow Craft degree team 

WM Gary Bombard  members turning out at 4 pm.  
I would also like to remind everyone that the Waitsfield Winter 

Farmer’s Market could use a few more vendors, so if you know of 
someone who does food or craft items please let me know.  As there 
are a few spots still available and any new comer gets to try out their 
first week for free. 

    Finally, I want to request all of our members, to come early to our 

Feb. meetings, bring another brother, enjoy some warm Food and 

good Fellowship during this fairly mild winter and to always 

remember that brotherhood is the magical key to all of our success.  

Fraternally Yours,  
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 
 

OUR NEXT LODGE MEETING – FEB. 2ND 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

There will be a Regular Supper for February’s Meeting 6:30 pm 
The next Degree is the FC degree on Tuesday, Feb. 9th at7pm  
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JAN’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was the second coldest evening so far of this new year when the 

brothers sat down to a nice salad with a hot bowl of pasta & kielbasa 
stew as prepped by bro. Rick and served with hot tea. We ate in the 
ante-room rather than heating the whole dining room down stairs. 

There were also some icing laden cupcakes for 
dessert, dropped off by Joni Zweig of 
International Bouquet as a little token of her 
appreciation to the lodge. 

The lodge was called to order by WM Gary 
Bombard at 7:30 pm. After our formal opening 
and flag ceremony and the singing of our 
National Anthem; the WM welcomed all who 
had the fortitude to be out on such a cold night?  

Geoff, Rich, Brent & Rick     The Officers Present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Richard K. Backus - Acting 
SW: Gordon Eurich - Acting  JD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
JW: Rick J. Rayfield – Acting   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard  JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles   Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant      Tyler: Brent V. Adams - Acting 

The first order of business was the acceptance of the minutes of the 
last meeting as printed in the Trestle Board.  Hearing no comments 
for any changes the WM moved they be accepted as printed and 
moved to the next item on his agenda.   

Next was the report of Treasurer Gerry Maynard for the December 
to January meeting period; which had no receipts and expenses 
were $197.73. A motion by Gordie, second by Charlie to accept the 
report pending audit was passed.   

This was then followed by the usual unfinished business of the past 
month beginning with the Christmas Report from Chairman PM 
Brent Adams. His recapped of the ‘members and wives who helped, 
he ‘Thanked Rick’ for getting the water up and running that morning 
and especially ‘Thanked’ the clean-up crew. 

Next was a report on a Special Event, which was seeing that our 
senior lodge members get the well-earned recognition they truly 

 
(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 
 

 
 

What’s Ahead? 
  Masonry is changing!  Always has. Like the whole wide world.  My simple 
question is this - are the changes helping the craft?, are they improving 
brotherhood?, are they enriching or stripping us? The electronic Trestle 
Board by email sure seems to be a big plus.  Changes in ritual seem to be 
well-considered, even when we revive old stuff.  Because of increased 
longevity, Masons are more elderly than ever, yet we constantly reach out 
to new young members, often using new technology - emails, texts, cell 
phones.  
  Today we are more aware of Masonry around the world. We learned this 
year of 340 active lodges in Cuba with over 30,000 active Freemasons and 
Scottish Rite members. 
  We have our regular work as freemasons to abide.  We have changes to 
employ to improve that work.  And we should be alerted for that future 
time, those moments of opportunity, when we will be called to support 
justice and freedom.  The price of liberty is eternal vigilance. 
  The duty of Masons is to be prepared, to remember our historic roles, to 
employ our sacred honor to fashion our own lives and the world around 
us according to the designs of the Grand Architect of The Universe.  As 
the world changes, we must - as Abraham Lincoln said - “Think anew, and 
Act anew, and then we shall save our country.”  (Happy Birthday - George 
and Abe. It’s your month!)  
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JAN’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
 
deserved for their many years of service, to our lodge and 

fraternity, much of it behind the 
scenes. We had the pleasure of 
seeing our PM Michael 
Kingsbury receive his 50 year 
Certificate and lapel button, he 
was pinned by his wife Lynn, by 

the hand of our MWGM 

George Deblon, with an assist 
from our 6th Dist. Deputy Grand 
Master Dexter Rowe. 

Dex, Mike & Lynn, GM George Deblon    
The next item was the review of the work the lodge had done on 

Dec. 8th's presentation of the Entered Apprentice Degree for the 
lodges newest member. Our secretary read his review of the good 
work done by the members of Mad River for Matias Simmons.  

Next was a review of International Boutique’s use of our lodge for 
their successful annual sale and the WM read a ‘Thank you’ letter 
from Joni Zweig, but no funds for the utility usage has been received 
as of yet?   

The detailed review of the Winter Farmer’s Market held each 
Sunday until May was given by Rick Rayfield and he has a very good 
idea of how things are going each week; since he is a participant 
there and also opens up and closes down afterwards. 

Next there was a question raised, do we have any information on 
The Ladies at the Table? Brother Gerry replied that the meal will be 
held at the Montpelier Lodge on Saturday, April 23rd starting at 6 
pm. There should be a meeting held in February to work out the 
usual details and to get tickets out early enough to sell. As we all 
know this is generally a joint venture with our Mason brothers of 
Winooski Lodge #49 in Waterbury. Also each lodge chooses three 
local ladies to honor between each course of this seven-toasted meal. 

 
(Cont. on Page 7) 
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A VERY BUSY TIME FOR OUR LODGE! 
 Well it was right after the Waitsfield Winter Farmer’s Market had a 

successful afternoon from 11:00 to 3:00 pm 

on Sundays, Jan. 17th and is going to run 

right thru until May.  Gizmos pickles, 

produce, pies, quiches, etc. [pix], Storytime 

Armenian specialties from Middlebury, 

marmalade and cards from Northfield, lions 

mane and other medicinal mushrooms, baked goodies, and Rick’s 

bread, lamb and pork, and Quayle’s chocolates are among the 

offerings.  Plenty of room for more vendors who want to sell some 

food or crafts.  And about that time of the day when the week-end 

skiers start leaving the Valley in droves; our Mad River brothers 

arrived in the lodge rooms, which were nicely warmed up, because 

Bro. Rick Rayfield turned the heaters on a few hours earlier.  

The second degree team members got right to 

work running thru the floor work and necessary 

parts each member has to retain for the 

upcoming Fellow Craft Degree. With our 

Worshipful Master Gary Bombard leading the 

group and they, taking their cues from him, 

started the process from the beginning.  It was 

a very special treat to watch our dedicated guys 

going thru their parts. Next rehearsal is on Sun. Feb. 7th at 4 pm. 

A meanwhile the Valley Cub Scouts (Grades 1-6) had a triple header 

on that Sunday, January 17th.  At the Waitsfield Church/Village 

Meeting House, they baked fresh bread loaf’s for the local food shelf. 

While the dough was rising, they worked on their pinewood derby 

cars for their race next month. When the bread was finished baking, 

they came over to our Lodge where our big movie screen was showing 

Star Wars: Return of the Jedi, which they and their family members 

watched with popcorn, pizza and cider. During the movie, a couple of 

the dads got a tour of the Lodge Room upstairs. 
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JAN’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Tonight the members were asked to think of some deserving women 
candidates for the comte to choose to honor from in our area. 

Next it was duly noted by some of our brothers of various members 
they had seen and have visited with over 
this past holiday season.  

Another question was raised if there 
was some way we could get those Past 
Masters who not had their photos up on 
the dining room to have them do so? It 
was suggested that Bro. Rick check out 
the possibility of having Robin Foster? 
And to report back at the next meeting. 

Richard, Brent and Rick   Then it will be a piece of cake to get PM’s 
Allen, Wayne, Fred, Brent and Gary all to-together for one shooting 
session? Rick asked Bro. Gerry if he still had any of the picture 
frames left over. To be continued. 

Next Gordie Eurich thought it might be time to get the Nomination 
Comte going sooner than later? The other two members are Geoff 
Colby and Brent Adams. The worshipful master said he thought that 
was a great idea. 

 The Secretary, Charlie next read correspondence from the Mad 
Marathon ‘Thanking us’ for our continuing support, along with a 
check for $200. Also a note, from International Boutique’s Joni 

Zweig, which was sent along with some 
cupcakes. In the note she said they gave 
to 20 different charities and also liked the 
Angels on the front porch. Many others 
have also mentioned they heard some 
very nice comments about the display 
that PM Fred put up and all of the lighting 
work done by Gordie. 

   The last item before closing was the WM asking if a ‘Thank you’ 
note should be sent to PM Fred Messer for all he’s done for the lodge 
and it was so vote, with all being in the affirmative.   

 Then the lodge closed in form at 8:47 pm and the members 
congregated in ante-room to chat while enjoying a cookie and/or a 
cupcake. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
 

Now that Winter is here and the snow crunches under foot and 

the days grow longer we give ‘Thanks’ to and get ready to wish 

our frosty brothers the best for another great Birthday. 

 
 

James Leith III                    JAN. 28TH  

Wendell M. Kathan             FEB.   7TH  

Allen A. Gaylord                  FEB. 17TH  

Peter R. McMullen              FEB. 27TH  
 

 

 

     MASONIC BIRTHDAYS  
  

David E. Jamieson             Jan.  24th        49 Yrs.  

Everett C. Maynard          Feb.  6th          43 Yrs.  

Bradlee B. Graves             Feb. 20th         62 Yrs.  

Kenton S. Blair                  Feb. 25th         26 Yrs.  

Ryan J. Green                    Feb. 25th           4 Yrs.  

 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the Jan. issue. 

And to: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.   

Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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Festive Board Kicks Off Valentine’s Eve 
    

 
A very special Festive Board, which will be held on Friday, February 

12th, during Valentine Day’s weekend, a time when the Scottish Rite 
will open the doors of Granite Lodge#35, at 2 
Academy Street in Barre to all Masons and their 
guests who would like to treat their special lady to 
a ‘Festive Evening for Couples’. 

This event, was created a decade ago by Eric 
Ginette, a Festive Board for Couples is similar to 
Ladies at the Table, with multiple courses and 
toasts of wine or juice. 

 The toasts are focused on various aspects of being a couple, 
partners in life with shared and diverse interests.  It’s only $40 PER 
COUPLE which gets you hors d’oeuvres before the dinner and the 
nine course meal with wine.  

  The courses tend to be, well let’s say interesting.  Fresh sesame 
rosemary bread.  Local cheeses.  Lamb with yam.  Challah. Apple 
slices with honey. Portabellas and Prosciutto on fettucine.  Hot 
spiced bananas with fresh pears.  Baked parsnips and carrots with 
dill. Orange grapefruit sorbet. Cocoa rum sauce on peppermint ice 
cream.  Last year they had a serenade or two from some of the Barre 
Tones.  

The Social hour starts at 6:00 pm and dinner is at 7:00 pm. 
  So now is the best time to save a seat for you and your special 

Valentine or for more info: Email Valley Secretary Bill Brown at 
bbrown.vcvas@gmail.com or call Rick Rayfield at 229-8237. 

  Did you know that PM Richard Backus is Commander in Chief for 
the Vermont Consistory this year and has received the nod for the 
honorary 33nd degree?  Our WM Gary Bombard continues as Thrice 
Potent Master for the Central Valley, where you will find PM Brent 
Adams is the Treasurer? The Mad River Lodge serves the Mad River 
Valley, but it is also active statewide in Scottish Rite.  
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – Feb. 2, 2016 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

1. Report on Farmer’s Market  

2. Report on Ladies at the Table  

3. Report of Odd/Mason Comte   

4. Report on Fellow Craft Degree 

5. Report on Detectors, Lighting, Signs & Fire-safe 

6. Any Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

New Business/ Committees: 

1. Appoint Audit & Nomination Comte’s  

2. Membership: Gerry, Brent &Travis 

3. Communications   

4. Other New Business  

5. Masonic Education  

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2015 - 2016 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 

Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 

Brent V. Adams                    Junior Warden                  496-3774 

Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                     Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                 Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Vacant                                   Sr. & Jr. Stewards                   

Richard K. Backus                Marshal                              279-2056 

Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                   Tyler                                      
 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com   Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com    Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus         kbpowerstroke@yahoo.com   Clifton E Kew-II     ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com    Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker          timbaker123@aol.com    Dick Kingsbury      kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net       Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com        TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com   Troy Kingsbury     kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com   James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com      Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich      gordyjoann@gmail.com   Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                      Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com        Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com     Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                   Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net     Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com           Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com       Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Wendell Kathan   wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org   

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 
Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 
Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 

 

 

What is Freemasonry? It’s the bonding of free men who have a strong Faith in our 

God, our Country and our Community. 

  
 

 

 

 


