
The Masonic 
 

VOL.  NO. 19          JAN.  2016        ISSUE NO. 9 

 

 

Trestle Board 
 

Mad River Lodge No. 77 

1868        -       2016 

Waitsfield, Vermont 

 

King Hiram’s Lodge No. 45 

 

1817        -      1832 



A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
 
My Brothers, 

I hope everyone had a great Christmas time with family and 
friends and enjoying the best the season has to offer.  

It has been a real fast time of the year and we 
have a lot to feel good about the state of the 
lodge.  First let me try to ‘Thank’ all our 
members for all they have been doing. 

To the members of the degree team who 
rehearsed, your hard work was duly noted and 
to the rest of the team a big ‘Thanks’. It was an 
excellent degree. Now I’d like to see us get 
started on the work for the next degree.  
   I also want to once again ‘Thank’ Brent for his 
leadership in preparing our Christmas dinner 

WM Gary Bombard  and to Rick, Gordie and Joann for their special 
touches.  It was good to have all our Masonic family and friends 
attending our annual feast and I hope everyone enjoyed the day.  

Next I want to congratulate PM brother Michael Kingsbury on his 
50 years of service to the Craft. It was particularly unique to have the 
Grand Master of Vermont M∴W∴ George Deblon with us and to help 
with the presentation along with our District Deputy GM Dex Rowe. 
    It is now my hope that all of our Masonic families have a very Safe 
and Happy New Year with family and friends and wish all of you the 
blessings, happiness and joyfulness that this Holiday Season brings. 
    So be sure to be at our Jan. meeting and please bring a brother, 
since we have a tendency of waning a bit in these two winter months. 
 
Fraternally Yours,  
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING – JAN. 5TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

There will be a Regular Supper for January’s Meeting 6:30 pm 
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DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a cold damp rainy evening on Dec. 1st when the brothers sat 

down to a few delicious bowls of spaghetti & meatballs and 
homemade bread served up by Bro. 
Rick Rayfield, who said the sauce was 
from PM Bro. Mike Kingsbury. 

After eating supper, in our ante-room 
because International Boutique had 
taken over most of the lower lodge, the 
meeting was called to order by our 
Worshipful Master Gary Bombard at 

7:34 pm after acting Sr. Deacon Gerry Maynard, presented our 
National colors, as W∴M∴ Gary recited the Flag Charge and we all 
sang our National Anthem, being led by Bro. Rick Rayfield 

The Officers Present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Gerald M. Maynard - Acting  
SW: Gordon E. Eurich - Acting JD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
JW: Brent V. Adams   SS: Vacant  
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant    Tyler: Rich. K. Backus - Acting  
Also attending: PDDGM’s Richard Backus & Gordon Eurich. Also 

visiting from St. Paul’s Lodge # 25, Bro. Kenneth A. Backus, who had 
Petitioned for Affiliation. 

Then the secretary’s monthly minutes report for Nov. which was 
sent out via the Trestle Board by email to our members, was the first 
order of business. The secretary’s report had an error in recording 
the station of PM Brent as the SW, when in fact he is the present JW? 

Then WM Gary accepted the report as corrected.  
Next Treasurer Gerry Maynard’s report for Nov. 3rd thru Dec. 1st 

was presented and it was moved by Bro Kettles to accept and 
approve the report pending audit, a second made by Brent and so 
voted by the lodge. 

 
 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

Mottos as sound bites of faith. 

Fast away the old year passes.  Hail the New Year, Lads and Lasses.  Did 

your old year pass fast?  Time flies.  Yet much remains, like our persistent 

lists of undone projects, hopes and dreams.  We often lean on short 

phrases, mottos, aphorisms of wisdom, to tie our faith to our language.  

Consider a couple famous mottos: “Semper Fi, Bro!” and “In God We 

Trust”.  

   Semper fi is short for semper fidelis, the Marine motto, "always 

faithful".  It is Latin, but was first used in 1369 as motto for the French 

town of Abbeville, not ancient Rome.  Words, passwords, mottos come 

and go.  I am not sure who first added “Bro”, short for brother, to Semper 

Fi.  But it is now common. ”Bro” is new, I think.  Semper fidelis is not as 

old as I thought. 

 “In God We Trust” only became the official motto of the USA in 1954.  

The phrase was coined by Francis Scott Key for the third verse of his Star 

Spangled Banner, written in 1814.  In 1954 it replaced “E Pluribus 

Unum” which had been adopted as the national motto in 1782.  The 

addition of God to our National ritual included “under God” added to 

the Pledge of Allegiance in 1956. This public acknowledgement of Deity 

has been attributed to America’s Cold War against the avowedly atheist 

Communist countries.  Are we faithful or political?  As we argue over 

small phrases, are we shallow or deep in our attention to the Grand 

Architect’s designs on the trestleboard?  Sure we need to be respectful 

and appreciative of symbolic nuance.  But as language changes, we should 

say goodbye to the old, and welcome the new to its good uses. 

  Words change.  Mottos shift. But the tenets and the foundation stones 

of Freemasonry remain steady despite the changes of language.  

So mote it be.     -4- 



 

DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Unfinished Business: 

First, the Christmas Party of December 13th was reviewed by 
Brent and Wor. Gary.  They discussed the starting time and Rick said 
the Farmer’s Market will be in the lodge that day and they leave at 3 
pm.  So the new starting time will be 3:15 pm. Gordie pointed out 
that some senior’s may need rides to the lodge. The secretary 

informed the members that it is our 
plan to present PM Mike Kingsbury   
with his 50 year Service Button. 

The Entered Apprentice degree was 
next, with the date confirmed for 
Tuesday, Dec. 8th at 7 pm. The degree 
team is just short one member so far. 
A rehearsal is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 6th at 5 pm.  

Geoff Colby & Gordie Eurich  Next was Rick filling us all in the 
Farmer’s Market and the outdoor signs, as well as pointing out that 
the lodge’s outdoor lighting was done by PM Gordie Eurich, who 
received a round of applause from our brethren. 

Next Rick reviewed the International Boutique, which has been in 
process of setting up in the lodge a week prior to Thanksgiving Day 
and he said that they and the Winter Farmer’s Market people will 
need to draw-up a contract with the next-door owner of the driveway 
to resolve his liability issues. He also said he was working to have the 
front door key also work and match the kitchen door lock, so we 
would never be locked out thru faulty locks and he also checked to 
make sure none of the downstairs heater are being blocked or 
impeded. And lastly he is closely tracking all their utility usages. He 
also mentioned that the Boutique will be out of the lodge by midnight 
on December 12th. And that the Farmer’s Market people will be in  
the next morning before 11 am, on the date of our Annual Christmas 
Party/Luncheon? Therefore it was necessary for us to set our 
starting time back to 3:15 pm. This latest development makes it 
necessary to have everyone spread the word of the new starting time 

 
   (Cont. on Page 7) 
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 50 Yr. Button Awarded to Mike Kingsbury 
 Well it was right after eating our Delicious excellent Christmas 

Luncheon on Sunday, Dec. 13th and just 

before all the scrumptious desserts were 

about to be served when our Worshipful 

Master Gary Bombard introduced our 

visiting Grand Lodge Officers. 

It was a very special treat to not only 

have the District Deputy Grand Master 

Dexter Rowe here, but to have our Grand Master of the State of VT, 

the Most Worshipful George Deblon also present, to insure that our 

Brother Michael Kingsbury received his 

50 Years of Service Certificate and his 

50th year lapel button. Also pressed into 

service to help was Mike’s wife Lynn, who 

pinned on his button.  This was followed 

by a recitation of the poem, ‘I See You’ve 

Traveled Some‘, by our Senior Warden 

Dex, Mike, Lynn & GM Geo.  Christopher Keast.   

Lastly was a quick review by our lodge secretary Charlie Kettles of 

the events of the year 1966 when Mike was made a Master Mason. 

Our Christmas Luncheon Celebration 
WOW - that Sunday, December 13th luncheon, at the Mad River lodge 

which was so nicely decorated by Joann 
Eurich and was the best we’ve ever seen. 
Since early on that Sunday morning Bro’s 
Brent Adams and Gordie Eurich, who again 
donated the Oysters for his delicious stew 
and with the help of Rick Rayfield they had 
the cooking well in hand. By 3 pm they’ve 

gotten everything ready for this special Christmas time treat.  
  So as another great successful Christmas Luncheon goes into our 
record books, we sincerely hope everyone had a great time being with 
us again at this very special Annual Celebration.  
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DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
change. 

Next was correspondence from the Grand Lodge with a Holiday 
Greetings and an invite to Grand Lodge for some Christmas cheer. 

After the Interview Comte gave a favorable report on the 
Petitioned for Affiliation of Bro. Ken 
Backus, a ballot was taken and Bro. 
Ken was voted in as our newest 
member.  

For our Masonic Education the 
lodge reviewed the procedures for 
opening on seven for the upcoming 
Entered Apprentice degree. 

Next was an announcement of ‘The 
December Rose’ as being presented 
next Thursday, December 17th at 
Williston, after dinner, in the Lodge    

  Ken Backus & Richard Backus  Room as a public play.  Bring the 
wife, your parents, your kids, your neighbor, a friend, and of course 
your brother.  Share what a lodge meeting can be like with them, and 
the heartfelt battle of goodwill and common sense in the play. The 
Play is at 7:30 pm and is Free. The Dinner is at 6:30pm and that cost 
is $10 p/p.  
 
Directions: Green Mountain Masonic Center is off I-89, Exit 12, 
make right, go through the big light for the box stores, and go left at 
next light.  GMMC is one block ahead around the corner. 
RSVP for $10 dinner & head count to: Ryan T. Lawrence, Secretary, 
Valley of Burlington 
Office (802) 878-0120   Cell (802) 318-6551 
 

The last item before closing was a vote of the members to send a 
‘Thank you’ to Dave Cohen of Baked Beads and to invite him and his 
family to our luncheon on December 13th. It was so voted and then 
the lodge closed in form at 8:55 pm. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that the New Year is here we can wish these brothers the 

very best of a Happy Birthday. So from all of us, we wish all our 

brothers a very special Happy Birthday. 

 

M. Richard Jamieson  JAN.  2ND 

Lewis W. Anderson   JAN.  16TH 

Jonathan M. Jamieson  JAN.  19TH 

James Leith III    JAN.  28TH 

 

 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Timothy S. Baker              Jan.  12th          8 Yrs. 
Kyle E. Greenslit   Jan.  12th      3 Yrs. 
Jeffrey A. Hunsberger      Jan.  12th          8 Yrs. 
Christopher M. Keast       Jan.  12th          8 Yrs. 
Travis L. Morse         Jan.  12th      3 Yrs. 
Michael M. Kingsbury    Jan.  12th        50 Yrs. 
David E. Jamieson            Jan.  24th        49 Yrs. 

 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the Dec. issue. 

And to: Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.   

Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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Mad River’s Entered Apprentice Degree  
An Entered Apprentice Degree Communication held on Tuesday the 
8th day of December 2015 CE [6015 AL] in Waitsfield, Vermont. 

It was a cloudy, cold evening when the members arrived upstairs to 
present our candidate Matias D.G. Simmons with his first degree. 

The lodge was called to order by W∴M∴ Gary Bombard at 7:12 pm. 
A lodge of Entered Apprentices was open on seven and after our 
formal opening and flag ceremony and the singing of our National 
Anthem, the degree work of the lodge began. 

  The Officers Present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Travis L. Morse 
SW: Christopher M. Keast   JD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
JW: Robert J. Danaher   SS: Stuart A. Maynard 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Allen A. Gaylord 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplin: Rick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Richard K. Backus  Tyler: Gordon E. Eurich 

Also attending: Bro. Kenneth A. Backus.  
After the Stuarts, PM’s Stuart Maynard and Allen 

Gaylord, handled the preliminary work of getting 
the program rolling; it was our Sr. Deacon Travis 
Morse who then directed and presented Mr. 
Simmons about the lodge room.  

After he assured the lodge that he did wish to 
Chris, Matias & Rich  become a member, he received some procedural 
instructions. After which he was obligated and then presented with 
his new white apron, along with the history and usage, which was 
recited to him by PDDGM Gerald Maynard, as the Apron Charge. 
 After being taught how to properly wear his new apron, we had a 
brief recess before the new brother received further instructions 

from PM Rick Rayfield on the working tools 
of an Entered Apprentice Mason, This was 
followed by the Charge of the degree given by 
PM Charlie Kettles and finally the Symbolism 
of the degree by PDDGM Richard Backus.  

Then after some final instructions on lodge 
protocol from the WM, it was time to sign in 

at the secretary’s desk and get his work book for the next degree. He 
was welcome by all the brothers and the lodge was closed in form at 
8:47 pm. After which everyone socialize and had cookies and cider 

or milk.                -9- 



MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday – Jan. 5, 2016 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

1. Report of Christmas Comte  

2. Report on Entered Apprentice Degree  

3. Report of Service Button Awards 

4. Update on Internat’l Boutique & Farmer’s Mkt 

5. Unfinished Business & Reports  

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

1. Report on Detectors, Lighting & Signs 

2. Plans for FC Degree 

3. Other New Business  

4. Communications & Other items  

5. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE   2015 - 2016 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master           496-2941 

Christopher M. Keast           Senior Warden                 454-0174 

Brent V. Adams                    Junior Warden                  496-3774 

Gerald M. Maynard              Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                Secretary                           496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                     Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                 Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Vacant                                   Sr. & Jr. Stewards                   

Richard K. Backus                Marshal                              279-2056 

Frederick J. Rayfield            Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                   Tyler                                      
 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com   Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com    Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Ken Backus        kbpowerstrok@yahoo.com   Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com    Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com    Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net       Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com        TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com   Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com   James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com      Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                      Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com        Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com     Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                   Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Bruce Hyde          brucehyde@gmail.com     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net     Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com           Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com       Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Grand Lodge VT     glsec@vtfreemasons.org   

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 
Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 
Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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