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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

Has everyone enjoyed their summer hiatus? And are you ready to get going 

again?  Well I hope so because we’ve been busy since our last meeting in June.  

We presented (2) $500 scholarships to two outstanding 

High School students, attended the Grand Lodge Session 

in Killington, then we supplied and feed the local commu-

nity, of over one hundred of our friends and neighbors, to 

a free supper at the Waitsfield church and we’ve also been 

holding committee meetings and working on the lodge, 

also had a meeting with the planners of the new sidewalk 

out front of our lodge, plus working towards our long 

range needs for financial planning and sound investing. 

Of course we will be scheduling for our regular Sept. 1st 

meeting and will be planning to attend our 6th Masonic 

WM Gary Bombard  District’s annual meeting at Granite Lodge #35 on Tues. 

Sept. 22nd in Barre and I hope all our members will be planning on attending. We 

also are planning for our Baked Beads stint over Columbus weekend and also our 

great Chicken pie supper. 

So I want to ‘Thank’ all of those brothers who have taken their own personal 

time to see that all these events have been accomplished. I feel very fortunate to 

have men like these in our lodge and ask you all to seek out new prospects.  

I am looking forward to welcoming each of you back after an eventful summer 

and sharing the excitement of the future possibilities of service and growth we have 

open before us this coming season. 

 

Fraternally Yours, 

 

Gary Bombard, 

Worshipful Master 

 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –SEPT. 1ST 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 

The 6th Masonic District’s annual meeting  
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JUNE’s MONTHLY MEETING 
A couple of brothers did the cook’s job of setting Rick’s supper of 

Chicken- cacciatore and a bean salad with bread and butter. Served 
by others while Rick was at a Cub Scout meeting. The first order of 
the evening was welcoming a few visiting brothers from over the 
mountain in Bristol.  The three men from Libanus Lodge #47 were 
asked to join us for supper. 

After dinner was time to head up to the meeting room. WM Gary 
Bombard called for order at 7:30 pm. The lodge was open in form 
and after the Pledge we all sang the National Anthem.   

      The Officers Present: 
WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Donald Demas - Acting 
SW: Gordie Eurich - Acting  JD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
JW: Richard E. Merrill - Acting  SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Gene F. Kensek – Act’g 
Marshal:  Averi Smith – Acting Tyler: Marke Englert - Acting 

Also present were Past Masters Donnie De-
mas, Gordie Eurich, Marke Englert and Rich 
Merrill.   
The first item on the agenda was the Secre-

tary’s minutes of the previous meeting as re-
ported in the Trestle Board. With no changes 
or corrections offered - they were approved               

Donald J. Demas as printed by order of the WM Gary Bombard. 
Next was the report of our Treasurer Gerry, who gave the account-

ing of the receipts and disbursements for the month of May. On mo-
tion by Charlie Kettles, second by Gordie Eurich the report be ac-
cepted as given, pending audit; after it was so voted by the sign of a 
Mason. 

The first report on the recent Baked Beads event was given by WM 
Gary, for the absent PM Brent Adams. He related the particulars of 
that Memorial Day weekend and ‘Thanked’ Travis, Brent and Rick 
who gave their time for the lodge. 

Then Wor. Gary gave an updated report, for the late arriving Rick,  
 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

 

By Rick Rayfield 
 

 

Jachin and Boaz - Our pillars 

    Every Masonic lodge has two pillars in the west, Jachin (or Jakin) and Boaz.   

We learn this at the start of the Middle Chamber lecture in the Fellowcraft Degree.  

After that 17 minute lecture crammed with symbolism, perhaps we do not recall 

Jachin and Boaz. I think only the letter G over the Master’s chair is a clearer 

symbol that the room is a Masonic lodge room.   

    The lecture tells us the pillars represent the pillars at the front corners of King 

Solomon’s Temple, gigantic pillars cast of bronze by the cunning worker in metal, 

that son of a widow, Hiram Abif (not our other Temple benefactor, King Hiram 

of Tyre).  The pillars symbolize the genius of partnership, and their names denote 

establishment (or source, or founding) and strength.  The molten metal was cast 

in clay, two diverse elements in harmony of purpose.  

   Two famous pillars, two famous men? Jachin?  Boaz?  Masonry reveres two 

kings who cooperated- Solomon and Hiram.  And the two pillars are named for 

two less famous, but important players in civilization. The wise and gentle Boaz 

(strength) married the foreign women Ruth in the Holy Bible.  A few generations 

later their offspring are Jesse, David and Solomon, and hmm, much later, Jesus of 

Nazareth.  

    And who is Jachin- the beginning, the establishment, the starter?  There are 

several Jachin’s in the sacred books- offspring of Moses, Jacob, and others.  But 

notably, as important as his pillar appears in our lodge rooms, Jachin is in some 

ways not famous. He is not connected to royalty.  He brings into being what is 

good, and that goodness is his legacy.  Each of us may be a Jachin, a quiet and 

common contributor to establishing a better and more peaceful world, holding up 

a corner of the porch of the Kingdom. 

  The tops of the two pillars are graced with globes of the Earth and the Heavens, 

and with lilies to denote peace, pomegranates to denote plenty, and a network to 

denote harmony.   Be you a King or a commoner, go in your strength- of body or 

belief- and establish bits of peace, plenty, and harmony.  Perhaps more than in-

spiring columns of symbols, the pillars represent us as upstanding examples of the 

power of civilization- of God, of Architecture, of Geometry, of Natural Man.  

When you face the Master, Jachin and Boaz have your back. 
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JUNE’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
on the Lodge Building status.  It included the need this summer to 
remove the skirts and jacking down the front porch and lowering 
both levels by cutting off at least an inch or so.  

The secretary reported, for the absent SW Chris Keast, on the pro-
gress of a lock safety box for lodge documents and charter. He told 
all that both lodges will each pay half when a choice of the appropri-

ate safe is made. 
The treasurer reported on the nice visit he 
and Wilmar had at Bro. Dana Haskin’s 
home when he presented the lodge’s fruit 
basket after the death of his wife.  Then 
Gerry moved that the lodge get another 
fruit basket for Dana; this was second by 
Donnie Demas and passed by the lodge. 

Kensek, WM, Merrill, Smith    
Then our Chaplain Rick Rayfield arrived, after his Cub Scouting 

Meeting, was greeted and took a seat on the sidelines. 
Next to report was JD Geoff on his efforts in placing the newly pur-

chased Betsy Ross Revolutionary War flags on the graves. He said he 
place a dozen and a half of those flags. Rick then reported of his re-
cent efforts at the Fayston cemetery. It was determined that the 
lodge needs to record the location of the plots of our deceased broth-
ers in the Mad River Valley as a project. 

Scholarships was next on the agenda and Rick said he hadn’t had a 
chance to check if the guidance counselor got any new applications. 
He’ll known by next week. Next he spoke of the ongoing work he and 
PM Fred Messer were doing to finish up the porch railings, he said 
he took down the Christmas decorations and he left a message with 
the owner next door about the septic system.  

NEW BUSINESS 
The need for the Investment and Finance committees to hold a joint 

meeting to review the funds of the lodge, now that the existing mu-
tual fund  stocks are with Ed Jones.  They should meet before our 
next meeting. Also the need to have a third signature on the account, 
the secretary will do it. 

 
(Cont. on Page 7) 
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Grand Lodge Annual Session 
On a fine warm Wednesday morning of June 10th at the Grand Resort 

Center in Killington as brothers, from 
around the State of VT, were signing-in 
for our Annual Grand Lodge Session. Our 

MW Grand Master Roger L. Crouse 

called the meeting to order at 9:07 am. 
Mad Lodge’s contingent included Gerry 
Maynard, Gary Bombard, Chris Keast, 
Rick Rayfield, Charlie Kettles and Rich-
ard Backus. After the opening of the 
Grand Lodge and the presentation of the 
Colors, followed by the Stars Spangled 

Banner and Oh Canada! Then after all the many dignitaries of the var-
ious jurisdictions and branches of the Order were received, recog-

nized and accorded a fitting welcome, it 
was time for the Credentials Commit-
tee’s report, which concluded with 80 
lodges’ represented by 237 members 
and 50 Grand Officers to vote upon a 
large number of amendments to be pre-
sented to update the Vermont Masonic 
Code. 

After all the introductions of the visiting dignities and Grand Lodge 
Officers the meeting settled down to the usual routine. Then it was 

time for our MWGM Roger L. 

Crouse to give his Grand Master’s Ad-
dress, after which came the Grand Offic-
ers Reports which were then presented, 
seconded and passed as presented.  
This was followed by the financial re-
ports of various committees and that of 
the Grand Treasurer Ted Corsones. And 

this was followed by the reports of all the other standing committees. 
 

(Cont. on Page 9) 
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JUNE’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Another motion by Gerry, second by Donnie to ‘Pay our Bills’ dur-

ing our summer hiatus was also passed by the lodge.   
Next was a reminder that we are again putting on the community 

supper for about 130 people at the United Church of Christ across 
the street on Friday, June 26th. Bro Rayfield will be heading up that 

comte and he will contact the members 
who need to help out on that day. 

Masonic Education was next and Wor. 
Gary brought everyone’s attention to the 
good article in the latest issue of The 
Northern Light on Fraternity and ‘What 
are we selling’, ‘What is Masonry’, etc. 
It’s well worth the read.   

Bro’s Kensek & Smith       Next Rick told the story of a WWI sol-
der who became a preacher, a VT mason of Moose Lake Lodge where 
the AASR will be doing ‘The 4 Chaplains’; a chance to see the 4th de-
gree on Saturday, June 13th. Lastly Charlie spoke of the web site 
www.masonrytoday.com which is done by a VT brother and it lists a 
Masonic person or event for every day of the year. 

 There being no further business, the lodge close in form at 9:07 pm 
for some fellowship and cake and ice cream in the dining area. 

Building Comte Holds Sidewalk Meeting 
On the sunny Thursday morning of August 6th there was a special 

meeting called at the Mad River Lodge at 9:00 am.  
The occasion was an informational 

meeting to review the new proposed 
sidewalk along the west side of Main 
Street, starting from the Valley Play-
ers to the south passing our lodge 
building, ending at the NW corner of 
Farr Lane.  

Present, and leading the review, 
was Kevin Russell  the Municipal Pro- 

Kevin, Jim, WM Gary and Rick   ject Manager, our next door neighbor  
Jim Donkersloot, our WM Gary Bombard, Building Comte Chair Rick 
Rayfield, Greg Coyette of Stantec Engrg, Ellen Strauss architect and 

Sect’y Charlie Kettles.     -7- 



Happy Birthdays 
 
Now that the Fall here we can say to all our broth-
ers, we wish you the very best for many, many 
years of Happy Birthdays. So from all their rela-
tives and friends, who all join together with us to 
say, “We wish you all a very Happy Birthday.” 
 

 
   

Dana Haskins, Jr.  - Aug.    8th 

William Peatman, Jr. - Aug.  14th 

William Beard   - Sept. 11th 

Travis Morse    - Sept. 11th 

George Kingsbury  - Sept. 12th 

Charles Kettles   - Sept. 15th 

 
 

    MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
Jeffrey L. Silman     July 12th  18 Yrs.  

Gary A. Bombard     Aug   8th  18 Yrs. 

Travis J. Kingsbury    Aug  15th  18 Yrs. 

Steven J. Maynard     Aug  27th  37 Yrs. 

Holly M. Ward     Sept   1st  62 Yrs. 

Robert C. Gallagher    Sept   7th  61 Yrs. 

Clifton E. Kew II     Sept   9th  28 Yrs. 

William Peatman, Jr.    Sept 22nd    6 Yrs. 
 
 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, mailing & E-mailing of the June issue. 
Rick Rayfield for the Scholarship piece.  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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Grand Lodge Annual Session (Cont.) 
Next was recess at 12:09 pm to have lunch, which was an adven-

ture in patience. [see photo] The recall 
was at 1:38 pm and a program entitled, 
‘Martin & Max’, which covered a 20 year 
period,  was performed by two CT broth-
ers and then drawing of all the winning 
Raffle tickets and then there were some 
Honor Awards: one of the John Barney 
Medals went to brother Paul White, Sr. of 

the [photo Below] Aurora Lodge #22. The Masonic Service Associa-

tion presented GM Roger Crouse with 

The National Masons for Children Citation 
Award.  
The Trestle Board Awards were next and 
the 5 category winners: Independent 
Lodge #10, Morning Star Lodge #37, Mad 
River Lodge #77, United Brethren Lodge 
#21 and Caspian Lake Lodge #87.  

Then the Election of new Grand Officers was held. Austin Ishim, Jr. 
spoke of the needed sponsorship for the 
DeMolay boys, the need for their lodges 
to share what they do in their community 
with our membership and so much more. 
Bro. Richard W. Swanson received the 
Young Mason of the Year Award and 

GMelect [see last photo] George 

Deblon’s Acceptance Speech was very de-
tailed and covered much ground, his 
main theme this year will be ‘Back to Ba-
sics’, lots more family events and com-
munity participation, the continuation of 
the 27th year of our C.A.R.E. program and 
the Annual Scholarship Awards program. 
The 221st Grand Lodge Session closed at 
4:25 pm. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday –Sept. 1, 2015 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report of Scholarship Comte 

2. Report of Award Presentations  

3. Report of Building Comte 

4. Report of Chicken Pie Comte 

5. Report of Bake Beads Comte  

6. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report of Lodge Finance Comtes 

2. Report on Raffle and Summer Projects 

3. Resolutions Comte &Other New Business  

4. GL Communications & Dist. Meeting 

5. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 
 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2015 - 2016 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master            496-2941 

Christopher M. Keast            Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Brent V. Adams                      Junior Warden                  496-3774 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                      Senior Deacon                    583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                  Junior Deacon                    917-4999 

Vacant                                     Senior Steward                   

Vacant                                     Junior Steward                   

Richard K. Backus                 Marshal                              793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                     Tyler                                    496-7182 
 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com   Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com    Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com    Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com    Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com       TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com   James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com      Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 
Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 
Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com   Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 
Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                      Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 
Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com        Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 
Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 
Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                  Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 
Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 
Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 
Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net     Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 
Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com           Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 
Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org   

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s the world’s oldest Fraternal society dedicated to self-

improvement and Charitable works. 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL DUES ARE NOW OVER DUE - SEND $50 FOR 2015-16   
 


