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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
Hello Brothers: 
As the saying goes, “I’m back.” Actually, I never did leave. I was in the 

Junior Wardens chair for the past year, it’s a little more 
comfortable there than being in the hot seat as 
Master.  Let me say that Brother Brent has done a good 
job this past year. But with Spring almost upon us and 
the Lodge has many events; read the other articles in the 
Trestle Board’s for those events. I hope to see and hear 
from many of you as this year progresses. So come on 
by and help, or just come by to be a part of the 
brotherhood.  I’m looking forward to chatting with you. 

WM Gary Bombard While we’re all having fun this summer, we will also 
be working on plans to continue improving our Lodge building and the 
Lodge’s brotherhood. This is a nice old building and an important corner 
stone of our community. And we as the stewards of this historic building 
need to preserve and improve it. All ideas are always welcome, so give 
me a call or better still, visit us at our next meeting and have supper.  
We have had many changes in the officers, building and events of the 
Lodge recently. Many who have sat in as officers have moved on and new 
officers are looking forward. I would like to thank the brothers who have 
sat in chairs in the past and are not there presently. We all appreciate what 
they have done for the Lodge and I hope to see them sitting on the 
sidelines. Although sometimes changes are tough, I believe we have 
struck a good balance for Harmony within our Lodge. I must say we are 
always open to all new ideas, so why not come on out and join with us.  
Before I ramble on to much further, I want to remind every brother that we 
will continue to hold suppers each month before lodge meetings at 6:30.  
So I hope all our brothers that can join us will make the effort to visit or at 
least to call me. May all be good with you and enjoy the summer. 
             

Fraternally yours, 
Gary Bombard, Worshipful Master   
 

NEXT LODGE MEETINGS – MAY 5TH 
The Installation of new Officers 4pm, Sunday, May 3rd 

The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 
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APRIL’s MONTHLY MEETING 
This month PM Fred Messer readied Rick’s supper of Fettucine, 

with Prosciutto, Portabella’s and Parmesan which was served with 
a special Cole Slaw and bread and butter 
at 6:30 pm, prior to our reg. meeting. 

After supper we met upstairs and the 
meeting was called to order by PM Gary 
Bombard at 7:33 pm, as he sat in for 
W∴M∴ Brent Adams. Our National colors 
were presented this evening by PM 
Gerald Maynard and Fred filled as 

Chaplain for Scout Leader Rick Rayfield. 
The Officers Present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard - Acting SD: Gerald M. Maynard - Acting 
SW: Gordon Eurich - Acting  JD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
JW: Dexter Rowe - Acting  SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Fredrick R. Messer Tyler: Vacant 

Filling in on sidelines were PM Donald Demas and PM Russell W. 
Archut from Lewes Lodge #15 in DE and Grand Lodge Rep. DDGM 
RW Dexter Rowe for the 6th Masonic District. 

The secretary’s monthly minutes for the March 3rd had been 
accepted as printed in the Trestle 
Board. 

The Treasurer’s Report was 
presented by Gerry Maynard for the 
period covering Mar. 3rd to Apr. 7th 
and was accepted as read on motion, 
pending audit, by Charlie Kettles, 
second by Donnie Demas and so voted 
by the lodge. 

Russ Archut & Gerry Maynard   Next Fred reported for Rick 
Rayfield on the Farmer’s Market and how they were doing. He ended 
by turning in $9.00 from the donation jar in the dining room. He 
also informed the brother’s that PM Wayne Whitelock has the flu.  
 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

By Rick Rayfield 
 

 
 

Skeletons spring from the Closet 
   Many groups use skeletons and skulls and crossbones as symbols, often as an emblem 

of human mortality.  The deeper suggestion is that the confrontation of mortality raises 

the issue of immortality. Remember the gravedigger scene in Hamlet, when Yorick’s 

skull is unearthed, and pleasant memories of him are recited? 

   I recently knelt before the skeleton of a stranger.  I pointed out to the Masonic brothers 

present how wondrous are the curves of the bones, and how intricate the joints.  We 

were recreating an old Masonic ritual.   The multitudes fashioned in this miraculous 

godlike form bear witness to the glory of creation.  And yet we should not confuse 

similarity with identity.  Our mortal lives are finite, and the divine is infinite.  Our 

skeletons- wondrous- are but a small closet in a spiritual palace, a temple not made of 

human hands. We perceive but a shadow of the complexity and beauty of creation.  At 

least that is the view of scientists and many religious leaders. 

   The cold of winter is pushed aside by the renewed sunlight of our tilted vernal passage 

around the Sun.  April is often cruel.  “May, she will stay, resting in our arms again.” 

In our pleasure of birth and rebirth on farm and in forest, how can we not feel the 

tangled emotions of joy in the resurrection of living organisms we cherish.  Yet we sense 

acutely the pull of envy.  Many of us do not feel a renewal of energy and health and 

regeneration in our selves.  Jealousy, the green monster, is a frequent guest in our 

skeletal closet, wishing we ourselves were budding, and pushing to new light through 

the dirt, and finding new social connections, and looking forward to the labors of the 

season.  We envy youth and those who seem to have kept theirs. 

   As you stretch out your hand, think how your years of experience have enriched your 

awe in what those thin bones have endured and accomplished.  Marvel at your skeleton.  

Sure the hands ache, and they heal slowly now.  Living has stretched and thinned and 

wrinkled the skin. When you wiggle your fingers you can clearly see the muscles moving 

in your wrist, and the tendons dancing on the back of your hand.  Remember that every 

youth is jealous of you- wants your experience and wants to grow old.  Revel in the 

skeleton in your closet.  It’s springtime and you can be springy in your own way.  

   Cast aside jealousy.  “Dem bones gonna rise again…. I know it brother.” 

   I laid a budding rose on that skeleton’s ribs.  He planted that rose. And the ones I 

plant..........well Who knows.  
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APRIL’S MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
While he was still up, Fred reported on the stock transfer of those 

Finances successfully to our new firm – Ed Jones. He also thanked 
the brothers that helped to make it happen. Since Ed Jones was 
ready to take a copy of old charter? Its where about was raised. PM 
Gordie Eurich said he has placed it in his safety box after PGM 
Edward Eurich had passed away. 

The next item was the Audit Committee. The members are Gary 
Bombard, Gordie Eurich and Geoff Colby. They will pick-up the 
treasure’s and secretary’s books after the meeting. They have 
scheduled a comte meeting at Gordie’s home on Thurs eve at 7 pm. 

Next was a discussion about the new dues increase by Grand Lodge 
and how it affects our lodge’s bottom line? Also how it affects the GL 
Life Members? It doesn’t affect them much unless our lodge raises 
their annual dues more than the GL’s $5.o0 increase per member.  

The Past Masters degree will be held Fri. May 1st at Aurora Lodge 
#22 in Montpelier. It’s a 6:30pm start with Chicken Cordon Bleu 
with salad and dessert $12.00 / plate and the stated meeting to begin 
at 7:30pm.  Since the probability is that we will not have a candidate 
or the need for the degree this year, the lodge moved on toward 
determining a good date for the Installation of the new officers. That 
date was tentatively set for Sunday, May 3rd in the lodge. 

Masonic Education was directed towards membership and 
everyone joined in on the conversation.  

The master called upon Brother Russell Archut for any parting 
words. PM Russell thanked the brothers for 
their hospitality this evening and said he a 
frequent visitor to the Valley, but the lodge 
was not meeting during his past visits. He 
filled us in on his home lodge in Delaware 
and mentioned his son has a condo here and 
is a Sugarbush skier, thus his occasional 
visits.  He hoped to see us all again in the 

Rick & DDGM Dex Rowe   near future.  
Last to speak was our DDGM Dex Rowe, who bought the greetings 

of the Grand Lodge of VT. He stressed the joy of traveling and 
visiting other lodges and the benefits of being a Mason. 

Being there was no other business to be consider the meeting 
closed at 8:30 pm. 
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The Annual Meeting of April 21st 
It was a moderate evening threating rain again for mid-April of 2015, as we 

settled in for some of Rick Rayfield’s delicious Chicken-pie for supper around 
6:30 pm. 

After the meal, we retired to the lodge room for our meeting that was called 
to order by WM Brent Adams at 7:33 pm. After our National colors were 
presented by PM Gordie Eurich, with Gerry Maynard and Rick Rayfield filling 
in.  

The Officers Present: 
WM: Brent V. Adams    SD: Gordon Eurich - Acting 
SW: Christopher M. Keast     JD: Geoffrey G. Colby 
JW: Gary A. Bombard    SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard  JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles   Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant     Tyler: Vacant 

Filling in on sidelines were PM Donald Demas. 
 The minutes of the last annual meeting of April 15, 2014 were read by the 

secretary and approved by the WM. 
Next was a request for the Treasurer’s annual report, but he could not 

comply, since all his books and records were with the Audit Comte.  
Next Charlie Kettles was asked for the secretary’s annual report, which he 

read. A motion made by Rick to accept this report, with the fact that a mention 
of our Trestle Board was omitted from the report and the real impact it has on 
so many of our Masonic brothers. SW Keast seconded the motion and it was 
so voted by the lodge. The secretary received a round of applause. 

  UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
First was Scholarships and Rick brought us up-to-date. He’s in contact with 

the school and he said he will try again to get deck lamps for our recipients. 
Next he reported on the Building Comtes progress this year. He mentioned 

that the Gary Bombard has basically finished up the basement room and it is 
ready for shelving. Next the finishing up the porch this year and getting the 
railings painted and back up. The new higher increase of our insurance was 
raised and it was mentioned that we’ll be looking for better rates soon. Lastly 
he mentioned the Farmer’s Market which is doing well and they want to be 
here from Oct.- May next season. He also spoke to our next-door neighbor, 
who owns the driveway, who is concerned with the markets use of it and any  

 
(Cont. on next Page) 
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The Annual Meeting of April (Cont.) 

possible repercussions of them using it? Rick will check with our insurer on  
this issue?  The new stove is working very well, we need to be looking into 
replacing the second old dining room heater this year and getting a written 
agreement written up and approved. 

Next Bro. Gary, the chair of the Audit Comte’s report, on their recent meeting 
at Gordie home, that except for a $1.00 error, which was later found, they 
found the books were in order and gave their approval of the Treasurer’s work. 

Next Nomination chair Gordie Eurich reported the Slate of Officers for 2015-
16. Nominations were moved accepted on motion by Rick, second and passed. 

The floor was open for further nominations, hearing none they were closed 
and on a motion by Rick to have the secretary cast one ballot for the Slate, this 
was second by Gerry and unanimously passed. Those elected were: WM: Gary 
A. Bombard, Sr. Warden: Christopher M. Keast, Jr. Warden: Brent V. Adams, 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard, Secretary: Charles R. Kettles, Sr. Deacon: Travis 
L. Morse and Jr. Deacon: Geoffrey G. Colby.  

The Past Master Degree and dinner this year will be held in Aurora Lodge 
#22 on Friday, May 1st at 6:30 pm. 

Next will be our Installation of New Officers which will be held in our lodge 
on Sunday, May 3rd at 4 pm.  

After reviewing the tabled motion to consider raising the dues of the lodge by 
the amount the Grand Lodge raised our individual member’s dues was much 
discussed. With the general consensus that we don’t want to lose any brothers 
who couldn’t afford the increase; the secretary moved not to raise the present 
dues. A second was made by the treasurer Gerry and carried by vote of the 
lodge. The sect’y reminded all the members that this year’s dues are still $50 
and are now due and to please send him your check today. 

Gerry then motioned that we open a Lodge of Sorrow for the coming year, it 
was second and moved and so approved by the lodge. 

Next Rick informed the lodge that we received a “Thank you” card from the 
sponsors of the Mad Marathon for our help. 

The sect’y was requested to send a note of condolence to the Liberty family 
on the recent loss of their matriarch Margaret Liberty. 

The Lodge closed in form at 8:53 pm. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that the season of May which brings the Flowers at the start 
of Summer and to give us Sunshine - we say ‘Thanks for all of our 
May Days brothers and the best for another great Birthday.  
 
 

Troy A. Kingsbury   May 12th 
Robert L. Howard   May 18th 
Kenton S. Blair    May 19th 
Darrell S. Mays    May 21st 
Douglas C. Kenyon   May 27th 
Gordon E. Eurich   May 28th 

 
 

  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Allen A. Gaylord   May 12th  22 Yrs. 
Gerald M. Maynard  May 13th  46 Yrs. 
Louis W. Anderson  May 16th  65 Yrs. 
Gary H. Kenyon   May 17th  38 Yrs. 

 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Printing, Stapling, Mailing & Emailing of 
May’s issue.  For Content: WM Gary Bombard, Rick Rayfield and Chas 
Kettles.                                                             Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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MEETING AGENDA 

 Tuesday –May 5, 2015 
 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of any Grand Lodge Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

1. Report on Farmer’s Market 

2. Report by Scholarship Comte 

3. Report on Past Master Meeting 

4. Report on Officer’s Installation 

5. Report of the Building Comte 

6. Other Unfinished Items 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

1. Appoint an Investment Comte  

2. Appoint Bake Beads Comte 

3. Appointment of Lodge Committees 

4. Any Other New Business 

5.  Masonic Education 

6. Announcements 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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     OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2015 - 2016 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master            496-2941 

Christopher M. Keast            Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Brent V. Adams                      Junior Warden                 496-3774 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                          496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                           496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                      Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                  Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Vacant                                     Senior Steward                   

Vacant                                     Junior Steward                    

Richard K. Backus                 Marshal                              793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                     Tyler                                    496-7182 

 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com                 Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com     Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net             TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com          Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Janos Lawrence    artbyjanos@gmail.com  

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Steve Maynard      sjmaynard@myfairpoint.net 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                       Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com    Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net  Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 
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What is Freemasonry? It’s a group of men with shared principles, values and 

love of God, family, neighbors and country. 

 
  

 

 

 

ANNUAL DUES ARE $50 FOR 2015-16 & ARE DUE MAY 1ST  


