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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 
   This has been a very fast year for me, it seems that I had just taken the 

Past Master’s degree on May 2nd and followed in two 
days by our public Officer’s Installation, all held in our 
lodge. We next presented (2) $500 scholarships to two 
outstanding students and after the Annual Grand 
Lodge Sessions in Burlington, we had two funerals to 
attend, then did our Baked Beads Memorial Day stand, 
next we supplied and feed a free supper to about a 
hundred folks at the local Waitsfield church, we also 
purchased and installed a new kitchen stove, with the 
Odd Fellows paying half the cost. 

WM Brent Adams    We also donated to Rainbow Girl’s for an Ad and 
helped Valley Lodge #16 send Kids to Camp in Maine.  
   Then in the Fall we held our Nature Lover’s raffle, we helped Baked 
Beads again and held our annual Chicken-pie supper and a week later we 
had our NE Mason’s Open House at the lodge. A week later, at the Hilltop 
Restaurant, the 6th Masonic District had our annual meeting/ Ladies night.  
   This Winter saw us install a new heater in our dining room and we had 
International Boutique use the lodge and we held our Annual Christmas 
Party Luncheon, we donated to the Masonic Serv. Assoc.’s fund to help 
the hospital visitations to our Vets. We attended a funeral in MA and now 
we have the Waitsfield Winter Farmer’s Market using the lodge every 
Sunday until May. And this year we’ve given out at least Half a dozen 
Service Award pins to worthy brothers for their years of service. 
   I’m sure there’s a lot I missed, but I just want to thank all of our members 
for the steadfast and continuing support given to me during this past year. 
 

Fraternally Yours, 
 
Brent V. Adams,  
Worshipful Master   

NEXT LODGE MEETINGS –APR. 7TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

Annual Communication Tues. April 21st at 7:30 pm 

See final page for Grand Lodge 125th Annual meetings info. 
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MARCH’s MONTHLY MEETING 
To say the least for Tuesday March the 3rd it was bit cold in the 

dining room with the front heater out and all the stove burners going 
for additional heat besides the Pork 
Tenderloin with black beans and rice, 
which Rick was warming up at 6:30 
pm, prior to our reg. meeting. It was a 
delicious dish served with his 
homemade breads, with butter and 
cider. After supper, the meeting 
moved to the warmer lodge rooms and 
was called to order by W∴M∴ Brent 

Adams at 7:36 pm. Our National colors were presented by SD Travis 
Morse, while W∴M∴ Brent recited the Flag Charge.  

The Officers Present: 
WM: Brent V. Adams   SD: Travis Morse 
SW: Richard K. Backus - Acting JD: Fredrick J. Rayfield - Acting 
JW: Gary A. Bombard   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Vacant    JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant    Tyler: Vacant 
 Wor. Brent thanked Bro. Rick for tonight’s supper and asked if 

the secretary’s monthly minutes for the February 3rd had been read 
by all?  Upon finding there were no errors, it was moved to accept 
them as printed 

 Next the Secretary read Treasurer Bro. Gerry Maynard’s, who 
was serving at the Moretown Town Meeting, last two monthly 
reports. The first was an update of the January 6th thru February 
3rd 2015 and the second for the period from February 3rd thru 
March 3rd 2015. The reports were accepted pending audit on motion 
by JW Gary Bombard, second and passed. 

Next agenda items were presented by Bro. Rick: He handed out 
copies of his reports on the Winter Farmer’s Market, at which he’s 
been a bread vendor for a few weeks, and a sample of the lodge’s 
Scholarship Application. He reported that he’s been in touch with 

 
 (Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

By Rick Rayfield 
 

 
 

Many Moons 
The Moon is one of the “lesser lights” in Freemasonry. The Moon never turns 

its back on the Earth.  The dark side of the moon is lit up by the sun just as 
much as the side we see.  If we look carefully at the moon, especially when 
it is a crescent, we can see the unlit part of the side that is facing us. It is 
barely lit by Earthshine.  As the Earth turns, we sometimes are looking at the 
moon more from one side or the other. This “wobble” of the moon is called 
diurnal libration. We actually can see 59% of the moon’s surface from Earth 

The moon’s phases repeat about once a month - crescent, waxing, half 
moon, waning, and new moon - probably best described as “No Moon”.  Our 
calendar year - the time it takes the Earth to go around the sun with the 
seasonal changes - is roughly 365 ¼ days, which we divide into 12 months, 
not lunar months.  Our months are 28 to 31 days.  The moon is a slow but 
steady clock, ticking off every 27.32 days.  So a calendar year is between 12 
and 13 lunar months.  Hence the Spring Moon has no fixed date, neither the 
Harvest Moon nor the Hunters’ Moon. Easter hops. 

Isn’t it funny that despite the regularity of the Moon, we organize our lives 
by less regular and more confusing months- January to December?  This is 
also true in many native tribes. They too struggle with the fact the year- so 
important for seasons of hunting, migration, and planting- is not evenly 
divisible by days, weeks, or months.  The greater and lesser lights - Sun and 
Moon - are not synchronized. Much in our human lives is regular and 
traditional, but not always synchronized. We must cope with complicated 
schedules. 

Sometimes we throw in an extra day, or an extra month (as the Jews and 
many North American tribes do).  We add a day so as not to outrun the sun.  
We add moons so as to not outrun the seasons.  April used to have 29 days, 
and was the second month. April in Latin means “opening” referring to plants 
growing in the northern hemisphere. In Australia, “April” means winter is 
coming. Tick tock. Tide in, tide out.  Fascinating rhythms. Welcome spring - 
you deserve to be capitalized. 
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MARCH’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
the High School contact person already. 

 Then a report was given by Bro. Gary on the recent Odd Fellows 
and Mason’s get-to-gether over some of Rachel Keast’s scrumptious 
cherry pies, topped with ice cream and enjoyed with milk.  

Next Secty Charlie read the Resolution Comtes draft and past it 
around for comments and receiving a good date correction spotted 
by Rick. The Resolutions were approved on a motion by Rick, second 
by Gary and so passed. They will be sent to the Liberty family and 
placed in our records. Next Charlie reported on the transfer of our 
existing Mutual Funds to Ed Jones in Waitsfield and how he thought 
we had finally given this firm all the information they needed to get 
this job done. He found out they still needed more info for the Govt. 
He’ll be back down there again tomorrow to see them for the fourth 
time to give them more lodge documentation?  

Next the matter of late paying of annual dues by members was the 
subsequent item to be addressed. Gary reported he has contacted 
those members on his list. He reported that checks will be forth 
coming and a brother will be coming to our next meeting. Charlie 
reported for Gerry’s list. He reported one member hasn’t answered 
Gerry’s calls and another needs to be suspended for non-payment 
because he doesn’t want to pay his back dues in order to dimit. Bro. 
Rick moved that we suspend Jon Hammond for non-payment of 
dues, second by Gary and reluctantly so voted by the lodge. 

Since the Grand Lodge has increased their annual dues by $5 per 
member last June; Rick moved that Mad River Lodge #77 dues be 
raised by $5 starting May 1, 2015 to $55. It was second by Gary and 
open for discussion. Bro. Rick then move that this motion be tabled. 
A vote was taken to table the motion and it passed by vote of the 
lodge. To be Continued… 
NEW BUSINESS: 

The worshipful master decided that Masonic Education came too 
late in our meetings agenda; so he moved it to the first item under 
new business.  

He ask Bro. Rick Rayfield if he had anything for this agenda item. 
Rick led off with the issue of member’s not in uniform saluting the 
 

(Cont. on Next Page) 
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MARCH’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
US flag in lodge during the Pledge of Allegiance and he felt that one 
of our PDDGM’s, who pointed out in our Masonic Monitor that the 

‘Sign of Fidelity’ was the proper 
form of respect to be use in the 
lodge. Rick thought this was 
personally aimed at one of the 
member of our lodge and he made 
this a personal issue for himself. 
He stated that this change was 
signed as law by the US President 
and the Grand Lodge has approved 
of this action.  Next our secretary 
Charlie Kettles raised to point out 

that all of the members he had spoken to assured him they did not 
feel this was a personal attack against any of our members. He 
expressed this was only to reconfirmed the historic values of 
brotherhood that we were all taught, as Masons, when a US 
President met in lodge with his gardener and they met as equals, on 
the level as brothers, and there were no distinguishing actions which 
raised one above the other. And as far as he knew we have not 
received a General Order- yet - stating this will to be a change to 
Masonry!  Next our SD Travis Morse, an ex-marine, (of course we all 
know there are no such thing as an Ex-US Marine) stated that his 
branch of service does not allow any of their out-of-uniform 
personnel to salute the flag, under any circumstance. Is this just 
another much ado about nothing? Or does the Dept. of Defense now 
run all Masonic lodges!!!  Next the secretary read a note from the 
Virgil Liberty’s family, which was followed by the rather lengthy 
reading of General Orders No. 4. He next read a ‘Thank you’ to the 
lodge for our contribution to the MSA Veterans visitation program. 
This was then followed by details on the New England Brotherhood 
Meeting at Morey Inn in Fairlee, VT and then he detailed the 
information on the new C.A.R.E. raffle, after which he described the 
prizes.  

There being no further business the lodge was closed in form at 
9:25 pm. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that it’s the season of April Showers that brings the 
beginning of Spring and to give us Sugaring - we say ‘Thanks for 
Maple favors’ and are ready to wish all our April brothers the best 
for another great Birthday – IF we had any? 

 

WE HAVE NO APRIL BIRTHDAY MEN 
 

  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Wayne Whitelock  Apr.  3rd  48 Yrs. 
Donald J. Demas  Apr.  4th  54 Yrs. 
John L. Hadden   Apr. 16th  27 Yrs. 
Brent V. Adams   Apr. 16th    5 Yrs. 
Jeffery R. Kahn   Apr. 16th    5 Yrs. 
Douglas C. Kenyon  Apr. 29th  16 Yrs. 
 

Now is the Time to Vote on Annual Dues 
First, you only have until March 15th to get your one time paid up Grand 

Lodge Life membership for $150. Just contact the Grand Secretary at 
glsec@vtfreemasons.org or call 802/ 223-1883 or 800/ 479-3975.  

Our dues now are only $50.00 a year.  Our pre-paid Grand Lodge Life 
brothers only pay $35.00 a year. But this is all about to change? 

This is your WARNING to attend your April 21st Annual Meeting.  
Because a motion to raise your annual dues was Tabled and it will be 
voted upon at the annual meeting.  Will your vote be counted!!!  

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Printing, Stapling, Mailing and Emailing of 
the March’s issue.  For Content: WM Brent Adams, Rick Rayfield and 

Charlie Kettles.                                           Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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MEETING AGENDA 

 Tuesday –Apr. 7, 2015 
 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of any Grand Lodge Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 

 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

1. Report on Farmer’s Market 

2. Report of the Nomination Comte  

3. Update from Finance Comte 

4. Report of the Audit Comte 

5. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Plan for the Annual Meeting  

2. Plan for Past Master’s Dinner/Meeting 

3. Set Date for Officers Installation 

4. Communications & Other New Business 

5. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 e-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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     OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2014 - 2015 
Brent V. Adams                      Worshipful Master            496-3774 

Christopher M. Keast             Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Gary A. Bombard                   Junior Warden                  496-2941 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                       Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                   Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Richard M. Lord                     Senior Steward                  496-7182 

Vacant                                      Junior Steward                    

Frederick R. Messer               Marshal                               793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                              496-5667 

Vacant                                      Tyler                                    

 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com                 Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com     Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net             TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com          Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Janos Lawrence    artbyjanos@gmail.com  

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Steve Maynard      sjmaynard@myfairpoint.net 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                       Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com    Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net  Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Brent Adams              Chairman                   496-3774 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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What is Freemasonry? It’s an Opportunity for Self-Development, Moral 

Character Building and Leadership. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

Robert ‘Butch’ J. Donnelly                                       Telephone:802-223-1883 

R. W. Grand Secretary                    800-479-3975 

49 East Road             FAX:          802-223-2187    

Barre. VT 05641-5390                   e-mail: glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

 

March 30, 2015 
 

Dear Brother Grand Officers, District Deputy Grand Masters and Permanent Members: 

Brother Roger L. Crouse, Most Worshipful Grand Master, extends to you and your 

Lady, a cordial invitation to attend the Two Hundred Twenty First Annual 

Communication of The Grand Lodge of The Most Ancient and Honorable Society of 

Free and Accepted Masons of The State of Vermont to be held on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, June 9th and 10th, 2015 at the Killington Grand Resort Hotel and 

Convention Center, 228 East Mountain Road, Killington, Vermont 05751. 

You are invited to attend the Grand Master’s Banquet scheduled for Tuesday evening 

at 7:00 PM with a social hour preceding that at 6:00 PM (cash bar).  Dress for the 

gentlemen is white dinner jacket, tuxedo and formal for the ladies.  

The Annual Communication will open at 9:00 AM on Wednesday June 10, 2015 at the 

Convention Center.  You are invited to be seated prior to the opening.  You will be 

introduced during the morning session.  Morning clothes or business suit is preferred.   

While the brethren attend the annual communication, Lady Judy Crouse, wife of our 

Most Worshipful Grand Master Roger L. Crouse, will host a luncheon and program for 

the ladies at the Convention Center.  The theme is “For Fun, To Be Mystified and To 

Be Entertained”. 

The ladies will rejoin the brethren for the Grand Lodge Banquet scheduled for 7:00 PM 

with a social hour preceding that at 6:00 PM (cash bar).   Dress for the Grand Officers 

is tuxedo and for the ladies, dinner dress. The ladies are invited to attend the Open 

Installation of the Grand Master and the elected and appointed Grand Lodge Officers 

at 8:00 PM.  

Please RSVP on the form provided by May 10th, 2015.    Please call the Hotel at 1-800-

282-9955 if you wish to stay overnight.  Mention that you are part of The Grand Lodge 

of Vermont to receive the special group rate.   
 

Fraternally and sincerely 

 

Robert “Butch” J. Donnelly, Jr. 

R.W. Grand Secretary 

The  

Grand Lodge of Vermont         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The most ancient and honorable society of FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS of the state of Vermont 
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