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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 
 I want to ‘Thank’ all the brothers who came out for the February 

meeting and “Thank you Bro. Rick” for the Kielbasa 
Stew that was really great on a cold evening.   

So if you have the winter blues, it’s time to come 
to the next meeting as we have the election of new 
officers just a month away and we need everyone’s 
input as we plan for the ensuing year. 

Brothers, we need your support and involvement 
in all of these Masonic decisions. 

We do have challenges still ahead of us as we 
begin to plan for our upcoming annual meeting and 
I’d like to ask every member of Mad River Lodge for 
his help and support by getting actively involved in 
whatever capacity you are asked to do.  We must  

WM Brent Adams   also continue to attract new members in order to 
keep us viable into the future. We also must finish raising the money to 
complete our porch restoration. Our success depends on each of us 
doing the work of our lodge. 

So, let me finally say how proud I am of all the good work being done 
by our members and if you have any ideas, comments or suggestions 
- call me. Lastly, I want to encourage you to be in lodge next meeting.   
 

Fraternally Yours, 
 
 
Brent V. Adams,  
Worshipful Master   
 

NEXT LODGE MEETINGS – MAR. 3RD 

The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

A Supper will be served before every meeting at 6:30 pm  
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FEBUARY’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was another particularly cold evening of Feb. 3rd, the day after 

a 10” snow fall, as we enjoyed some Black Bean & Kielbasa stew 
by Bro. Rick Rayfield with his Cole 
Slaw and two-types of homemade 
bread served up with cider in the 
heated ante-room.  

After supper, the meeting was 
called to order at 7:33 pm in the 
lodge room, which has was decidedly 
warmer than last month’s meeting. 
Our National colors were presented 
by SD Richard Backus, with Gerry 

Maynard and Rick Rayfield as escorts, while W∴M∴ Brent Adams 
recited the Flag Charge.  

The Officers Present: 
WM: Brent V. Adams   SD: Richard K. Backus - Acting 
SW: Christopher M. Keast  JD: Fredrick R. Messer - Acting 
JW: Gary A. Bombard   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Vacant    Tyler: Vacant 
Also attending: PDDGM Richard K. Backus. 

Wor. Brent thanked Bro. Rick for tonight’s supper and for his 
assistants helping hands.  

The first order of business was approval of the secretary’s 
monthly minutes for the January 6th meeting. At this point Bro. 
Rick reminded us of the tabled motion on the December minutes, 
which was moved back on to the floor for discussion. At this time 
Rick presented some 300+ words that he wrote and wanted to 
have inserted into the Dec. minutes? Since fewer members saw or 
even had a chance to read his press release; that was not going to 
happen. So Rick decided on his own that he and secretary are 
going to sit down and rewrite the minutes.  

 
 (Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

By Rick Rayfield 

 

 
 

Burnt Maple Syrup 
I was an eager young Scout.  On my first campout I was prepared to cook 

pancakes with my shiny new mess kit over an open fire. I would show those 
older Scouts how to be clever over the flames.  I even had some maple syrup. 

All set to go after a cold night in a tent. Except, oops. I forgot to bring 
some butter or oil, and I had no bacon. Other Scouts were still sleeping so 
no one to borrow from.  Hmm. Well, syrup LOOKS like melted butter. So I 
heated up syrup in the bottom of my nice new fry pan and dropped the 
pancake batter in as it got hot. Or course, the syrup burned to a solid black 
layer in the fry pan. And the raw-topped pancake could barely be scraped 
from the burned substrate. 

How many lessons did I learn?  I had time to think about them as I 
scoured my fry pan at home with steel wool and chisels.  I learned not to 
forget the butter. And I learned not to brag until I have something to brag 
about. That was a close call- I was up early in my eagerness, so only my 
Scoutmaster saw my mess. I learned about what happens when syrup and 
sugars get too hot- something I still relearn now and then.  But I learned not 
to be afraid to try things a different way. You may screw up, but you learn, 
and life gets richer. I try not to be afraid of mistakes, which is good because 
I make lots of them. 

My Scoutmaster urged me to bake a cake on our next campout- for a 
cooking contest between troops. I baked a five layer chocolate cake by 
improvising my mother’s stew pot into a “dutch oven”. That turned out fine. 
And I learned that judges love to eat up the winning cake. Surprising lessons 
when we succeed too. I got one small piece for myself. 

When the master builders constructed Solomon’s Temple to the Grand 
Architect, I wonder how many things they tried were boo-boos.  And how 
often their innovations led to further surprising results.  We have to forgive 
ourselves and others if we wish to reap the benefits of learning from our 
burnt maple syrup. 
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Back to the January minutes, Bro. Fred stated that the meal at 

the last meeting was ‘Baked Beans & Brown Bread’ not ‘Black 
Bead Stew’ as noted and JW Gary Bombard assured us that he was 
not yet again the SW as listed last month. These items were duly 
noted and the minutes were so approved as corrected.  

Next item was our Treasurer Gerry Maynard’s monthly report 
for January 6th thru February 3rd 2015. We had zero income and 
the expenditures for the month were $313.19. He stopped mid-
report because one sum was not shown in the report, although the 
totals were correct. The secretary provided the missing 
information and the report will be re-done and was accepted 

pending audit on motion Gary Bombard, 
second by Charlie Kettles and so approved 
by vote of the lodge. 

The Master ordered the Charter to be 
undraped after the 60 day period for PGM 
Jack Campbell and re-draped for 30 days 
for Wor. Virgil W. Liberty. 

The next agenda item was the new 
Farmer’s Market utilizing the lodge on Sundays. Bro. Rick 
reported that he has expended about $25 for anti-freeze and a 
floor mat so far and things have been very favorable as they are 
cleaning up and taking their trash when they leave. He is still 
getting a handle on their utility usage and moved to allow them to 
continue until mid-May. He also said he would have a signed 
written agreement with them within the next month or so.  

The motion to allow them to run their Farmer’s Market until 
mid-May and contingent upon an agreement was second by Fred 
and passed by a vote of the lodge. 

Next the secretary was asked to report on the Funeral Service for 
Virgil Liberty. He recapped the highlights of the day’s events for 
the members and he read a card to the lodge from the Liberty 
family. The W∴M∴ added a few details and he also thank PM 
Gordie Eurich for driving the six hour there and back.  

(Cont. on Next Page) 
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FEB’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Then SW: Chris Keast spoke of Odd/Masons annual meet which 

is usually held to share any problems on or about Geo. 
Washington’s Birthday and then we all have a bit of cherry pie and 
the Odds make a yearly donation to Masons. The date of Sunday 
Feb. 22nd at 4 pm was set and Chairman Chris and Gary Bombard 
will work out all the details.  

While he was still standing the item of our Exit lighting and 
smoke detectors was raised. Chris will work on presenting an 
itemized listing of the possibility to have this reasonably done.  

Next was Scholarship: Rick said he would have the forms by the 
next meeting, but didn’t expect much of a change, except the date?  
The Comte this year will be Rick, Gary and Richard.     

 Gerry wanted to know how Rick was doing on his tallying of the 
utility usage of International Boutique for this year.  

Fred said he believes Ed Jones in Waitsfield now has all the 
information they need to start working with us on our financial 
needs?  

The appointment of Committees: Fred asked the W∴M∴ not to 
appoint a Financial Comte until he spoke to him after the meeting. 
The Nominating Comte will be Gordie Eurich, Gary Bombard and 
Gerry Maynard. A Resolution Comte of Gerry Maynard and 
Charlie Kettles was appointed. 

Next was some brainstorming of Spring Events of the lodge. 
New Business: 
Masonic Education: Bro. Gerry Maynard spoke on the use of the 

Sign of Fidelity during our flag service as expressed in our 
Masonic Monitor. He noted that hand-salutes have not yet been 
ordained by the Grand Lodge. 

   Next Bro. Rick Rayfield spoke of the Holocaust and the toll it 
also took on so many enemies of the Nazi state, including the 
Freemasons. He handed out some additional information sheets 
with some background history and a listing of those victims and 
the numbers killed across Europe. 

There being no further business the lodge was closed in form at 
9:22 pm. 
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A Positive Farmer’s Market Report 
By Rick Rayfield 

It was a very snowy Sunday morning of February 8th and after ten 
years of giving my bread away, I took at table at the Waitsfield Winter 

Farmer’s Market, which is now held at the 
Lodge. When Verne and Evelyn told me the 
Market needed to have some bread, and 
they had heard that I baked. Well for me it 
was a psychological leap from loving to 
bake to making a few bucks?  

But the real reason and true value was in 
seeing how the Winter Farmer’s Market 

operated. To see, meet and be with all the vendors who were there. 
Some of whom were old-timers, one a family with kids and some newer 
folks; a real good mix. To find how they maintain individual businesses 
and competition while at the same time being social and cooperative. 
Also discovering who their basic customers are. To see how many 
were just looking and what they are looking for and how many are 
buying?   

It was a really snowy day – they only half the usual number of 
customers (Verne keeps a tally at the 
door.) But I felt like I had learned a lot. 

Bottom line - this Market is a great 
community event. Lots of locals and lots 
of visitors. It definitely has that Farmer’s 
Market feel to it, not like a craft fair, or 
new-age reselling pyramid crowd. There 
was only one empty table this week. Upon 
which Fred put out some of our Masonic 

literature.  Verne, Evelyn, and Quayle were pleased to hear they were 
authorized be at our lodge through mid-May.  

At the end of the day, I traded some bread for pork chops, burritos, 
scones, quiche, and chocolate. 

As I have been saying, one way to make sure this continues to go so 
well is to encourage our brothers and others to at least walk through 
the Market on a Sunday and see how it operates in our Lodge dining 
room. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that Winter is easing and trying to turn the corner as the 

seasons drift towards the ‘Ides of March’ we give ‘Thanks’ to 
and get ready to wish our defrosting bro’s the best for another 
great Birthday.  

 
 

Richard M. Lord                Mar.   3rd 
Jeffrey A. Hunsberger       Mar.   9th 
Marke C. Englert               Mar.  10th 
Christopher M. Keast        Mar.  29th 
 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Marke C. Englert  Mar.   2nd  13 Yrs. 
Troy A. Kingsbury  Mar.   6th  21 Yrs. 
Donald E. Ritchie  Mar.   6th  21 Yrs. 
Jon M. Jamieson  Mar. 14th   20 Yrs. 
Charles R. Kettles  Mar. 22nd   22 Yrs. 
Richard G. Kingsbury Mar. 25th  18 Yrs. 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Printing, Folding, Stapling, Mailing & 

emailing of the Feb’s issue.  For Content: WM Brent Adam, Rick 
Rayfield, and Chas Kettles.   Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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ODD-MASONS MEET AND EAT… 
It was a fairly pleasant winter day for the first time in a month, as the Odd 

Fellows and Masons met on Sunday, Feb. 22nd at 4 pm in the lodge dining room. 

The Waitsfield Farmer’s Market folks were 

just finishing packing up and leaving for the 

day. 

It was a time for fellowship and some 

delicious cherry pie. It was also a time when 

Valley Lodge #16 of the Independent Order 

of Odd Fellows makes an annual donation 

to the Masons.  

After discussing the possibility of some 

join projects and asking how the new stove was working? You’ll remember that 

the Odd’s had paid for half of the cost and helped to install it.  Lastly, the need 

to complete the storage room in the basement was raised. Then it was time to 

finish our cherry pies, beautifully made by Rachel Keast, and topped with ice 

cream. A check for $1,250.00 was presented to Mad River Lodge #77.  JW Gary 

Bombard [shown above] presenting the check to our secretary Charlie Kettles. 

The meeting concluded to another location that was warmer, since it appears 

the second old dining room heater appears to have failed?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Harmony being the strength and support of all institutions…” 
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MEETING AGENDA 

 Tuesday – Mar. 3, 2015 
 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of any Grand Lodge Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Farmer’s Market 

2. Report on Odd/Mason Comte 

3. Report of the Resolution Comte  

4. Update from Finance Comte 

5. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Masonic Education 

2. Appoint Audit Comte members 

3. Preliminary Nomination Comte Report 

4. Review of  our Lodge Dues 

5. Communications  

6. Other New Business 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 e-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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-  OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2014 - 2015 
Brent V. Adams                      Worshipful Master            496-3774 

Christopher M. Keast             Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Gary A. Bombard                   Junior Warden                  496-2941 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                       Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                   Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Richard M. Lord                     Senior Steward                  496-7182 

Vacant                                      Junior Steward                    

Frederick R. Messer               Marshal                               793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                      Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com                 Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com     Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net             TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com          Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Janos Lawrence    artbyjanos@gmail.com  

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Virgil Liberty        virmar1947@yahoo.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Steve Maynard      sjmaynard@myfairpoint.net 
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                       Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                    Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Jon Hammond      jon@capitalsoccer.net    Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net  Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Brent Adams              Chairman                   496-3774 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
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What is Freemasonry? It’s seeking enrichment of the body, mind and spirit 

thru personal growth, good works and spirituality in a fraternal venue.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


