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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 
 Well I hope all of our Masonic family’s enjoyed a Safe, Sound, Healthy 

and Happy New Year and may all your resolutions be 
reachable. It is time for me to “Thank” all the officers 
and brothers who have helped make my job easier this 
first half of the year.  

I’d like to encourage all of you to be a part of the 
lodge in one way or another during this coming year. 
In between all this we still have some fundraising to 
do as we try finishing up on our front porch. 

    I am truly appreciative for the support of each and    
every brother as we move forward to meet the 
challenges of the New Year ahead.  

WM Brent Adams  Thus a successful year will depend upon all of us 
doing our parts and I am confident that we will all rise to the tasks ahead 
in the true spirit of Masonry.   
Next the Calendar committee will be searching their memories to come 

up with more exciting events for us during the next year, so do call us 
with your suggestions.  Please feel free to contact me with your ideas 
and comments. 
Finally, I would like to express our deepest sorrow to the Liberty family 

on the loss of such a distinguished brother as Virgil truly was, and to 
also thank the brothers whom I traveled with to the funeral service in 
Southwick, MA.  
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
Brent V. Adams,  
Worshipful Master   
 

NEXT LODGE MEETINGS – FEB. 3RD 

The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

A Supper will be served before every meeting at 6:30 pm  
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JANUARY’s MONTHLY MEETING 
On a particularly cold evening, the brothers stood in the kitchen, 

with the gas burners blasting to help warm the place, as they ate 
their Black Bead stew by Bro. Fred Messer with homemade bread 

served up by Bro. Rick Rayfield and cider 
from W∴M∴ Brent Adams. Also joining us 
for a bowl of beans was Dave Babic of Ed 
Jones Financial Services. 

After supper, we headed upstairs to a 30˚ 
lodge room, which has not been this cold 
for a winter meeting in a decade!!! Guess 
we have to fire that old lodge Secretary. 
Well from about 7:15 pm to almost 9 pm we 
all got an insight on the present investment 
picture of the lodge and an outlined by 
Dave Babic as to some of the future changes 
we could make. 

The meeting was called to order after Mr. 
Babic left at 9 pm.  

SD Gerry Maynard, with Fred Messer and Rick Rayfield as 
escorts, presented our National colors while W∴M∴ Brent Adams 
recited the Flag Charge.  

The Officers Present: 
WM: Brent V. Adams   SD: G. Maynard - Acting 
 SW: Richard Backus – Acting JD: Geoffrey Colby 
JW: Gary A. Bombard   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Fredrick R. Messer Tyler: Vacant 
Also attending: PDDGM Richard Backus. 

Wor. Brent thanked Bro. Fred for inviting Dave Babic to our 
meeting and also for tonight’s supper and to Rick for his helping 
hands.  

The first order of business was approval of the secretary’s 
monthly minutes for the December meeting. It appears that Bro.  

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

By Rick Rayfield 

 

 
 
 

Scattering seed, Bearing fruit. 
Here is the first verse of a popular hymn in Great Britain since Jane      
Campbell translated it into English from the German (1782). 
 We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land; 
 But it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand: 
 He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 
 The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 

  Who would have guessed when we shored up the foundation, and put on a new 
roof, and gradually installed a new kitchen, and brought the wiring up to code, 
tearing out a rat’s nest of old wires in the basement ceiling, and rebuilt the porch, 
and tuckpointed the bricks, and restored some of the windows, and put in new 
heaters, and water pump, and the other work on our Masonic Temple on Main 
Street, that the fruit to be born would be a Farmer’s Market?  Sundays this winter 
our dining room is a bustling Winter Farmers Market.   We did not see THAT design 
on the Great Architect’s trestleboard.  And who knows what other plans for our 
building, and more important our fraternity, may blossom in the future on the firm 
foundation of our building, and by the regular fundamental Masonic work we do 
as brothers. Keeping our building and our brothers at work has not just been a 
matter of nostalgia and historic preservation.  It has made us more and more able 
to do our work as brothers in harmony, contribute to the relief of widows and 
orphans, and assist the brother as well as the stranger who needs our help. (Yeah- 
I am stealing those lines from the little black book.) 
   Whatever way and whenever you have helped scatter the seeds from which our 
future is growing, you have been part of this blessing. Money, labor, a pound of 
butter, a gallon of cider, words of encouragement, a shared meal, or even just a 
kind question, “How is the Lodge doing these days?”    Leader or follower, active 
or inactive, near or far, you have been part of the scattered seed, from which much 
is being harvested.  While we thank each other, it is so efficient and fitting to cover 
all our bases with thanks to the Grand Architect.  For each and every one of us is 
an arm, or finger, or perhaps just a gentle touch, but truly a part of the divine 
design.  In whom do we put our trust? 
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JAN’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Rayfield felt the phrase - starting with, “Next the contentious 
issue...’ and ending with, ‘So that our lodge members can look 
good to the local community.” on page two needed to be stricken 
from those minutes least our brethren 100 years hence would get 
the wrong opinion of us? His motion was second and then 
discussed. Of course since we all emulate the use of the trowel; 
which cements and unites us... as bro’s, among whom no 
contention should ever exist, who best can work and best agree.’  

 So after much debate [contention] and the secretary opined that 
the lodge never voted to allow Amurtel to use our building this 
year. Rick moved that the motion be tabled until the next meeting, 
so that our non-internet lodge members, who didn’t get a copy of 
this month’s minutes could at least see and review them and know 
what is being voted upon. The vote to table was passed.  

The next item discussed was Bro. Rick’s tabulation of the utility 
costs for the 20 + days that International Boutique was using the 
lodge. He is still collecting the data and he will make a full report 
at our next meeting.  

The Christmas Luncheon was next reported upon by Chair Gary 
Bombard. He submitted a written report, the first in many a year, 
which detailed almost everything you every wanted to know about 
putting on a very special Christmas meal. For a first time effort 
the results were right on target and everyone enjoyed the feast.   

The report was accepted as read and WM Brent also noted that 
after we later returned to the lodge, it was amazingly already 
cleaned up and everyone had gone home? 

Next was the delivery of our Service Award Pins and some 
Christmas meals. This report was given by Secretary Bro. Charlie, 
who recounted our first delivery up the slippery slope to 
Jessamine Larrow’s house to wish her and her daughter a Merry 
Christmas and delivery some Oyster Stew and Turkey w/all the 
trimming and desserts. Next along the WM and the DDGM Dexter 
Rowe we all delivered 60 Yr. Certificates and buttons, along with 
their Christmas supper, to two deserving and distinguished  

 
(Cont. on Next Page) 
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JAN’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
members of Mad River Lodge, Bro’s Dana Haskins and Robert 
Gallagher, both of whom graciously invited us into their homes. It 
was a very special evening for us all. 

The secretary’s informed us we had the scholarship form to send 
in and SW Gary moved we give two scholarships this year and 
apply to Grand Lodge for matching funds. It was so approved. 

New Business: 
We have a request from some local vendors to allow them to hold 

a Farmer’s Market in the dining room of the 
lodge every Sunday morning to early 
afternoon, a test running will be from Jan. 
11th thru the rest of the month. There should 
be six to 12 vendors each Sunday and if we all 
agree on the necessary terms they will be 
here until this Spring? A motion by Rick to 
allow them to use the lodge for the next four 

Sundays and we will revisit this at our February meeting. It was 
second by SW Gary and so voted by the lodge. 

Communications: The secretary read two ‘Thank You’ cards to 
the members of the lodge, which were from Suzanne Austin and 
Amurtel,   

Do to the lateness of the hour and our recent visitor, Masonic 
Education tonight by PM Fred Messer was about the finances of 
the lodge. He reviewed what was presented here tonight and asked 
the members to make a decision on our current holdings. 

He ended by making a motion that we move our present 
Oppenheimer Funds to the Edward Jones’ office in Waitsfield. The 
motion was second by the secretary and so voted by the lodge. Fred 
will see to this move. Any further changes to these funds will be 
reviewed by the finance comte and then brought before the lodge 
before any changes are made. Also there should be at least three 
signatories on these accounts. 

With no further business to conduct and the lodge just getting to 
bearable temperature we closed in short form at 10:25 pm, after 
which the brothers in harmony retired to the warmer ante-room 
for some of the sweet cupcakes sent from Amurtel. 
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Farmer’s Market at the Mad River Lodge! 
Early on the Sunday morning of January 

18th, the day before the MLK Holiday, with 
the lodge still gaily decorated with the 
Christmas theme.  

The Newly formed Waitsfield Winter 
Farmer’s Market group arrived and set up 
their wares in the lodge’s Dining Hall.  
    The doors were opened to the public at 
11 am and were to remain so until 3 pm.  

There were 
many vendors 
set up and they 
had wide choice 
of available 
Winter vege- 
tables and jarred 
fruits and 
condiments, as well as fresh baked pies 
and many sweet treats. And there is much, 
much more, there is also a center aisle 
which is not shown here with a lot more 
goodies. 
  The Market is 

run by Quayle 
Rewinski of 
Warren, Evelyn 
Saenz of 
Roxbury and 
Verne DuClos 

   They plan to be here every Sunday for 
at least the next three weekends as a test 
run to see if it has the attention of the local 
community.   
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that Winter is here and the snow crunches under foot 

and the days grow longer we give ‘Thanks’ to and get ready to 
wish our frosty brothers the best for another great Birthday.  

 
 

James Leith III                    JAN. 28TH 

Wendell M. Kathan             FEB.   7TH 

Allen A. Gaylord                  FEB. 17TH 

Peter R. McMullen              FEB. 27TH 

 

 

  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

David E. Jamieson            Jan.  24th        48 Yrs. 

Richard S. Ward               Feb.  4th          68 Yrs. 

Everett C. Maynard          Feb.  6th          42 Yrs. 

Bradlee B. Graves             Feb. 20th         61 Yrs. 

Kenton S. Blair                  Feb. 25th         25 Yrs. 

Ryan J. Green                    Feb. 25th           3 Yrs. 

 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Printing, Folding, Stapling, Mailing & 

emailing of the Jan’s issue.  For Content: WM Brent Adam, Rick 
Rayfield, Fred Messer and Chas Kettles.   Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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GOING UN-NOTICED RIGHT OUT IN PUBLIC VIEW 
Most folks haven’t got a clue of what it’s like to have months of long overdue 

major highway road paving work done right 

outside their window!!! My goodness - just the 

noise, the dirt, the dust, the smell of road tar 

and paint. Not to mention the constant noise of 

the grinding gears of heavy moving 

machinery, or the stop and go and idling of 

local traffic being held up by road sign holding 

state workers? It seemed that it would never 

ever end. 

So you can imagine when all of that had finally ended and moved away, what 

a great relief that was?  

Then all of a sudden on a calm Friday, Oct. 17th morning the sound of a 

tractor was breaking the peace and serenity again. Oh! God, were they back 

again!!! What more was needed to be done?  

Well it was like music, instead of just being noise, when I realized it was the 

Messer’s.  Carla and PM Fred Messer of 

Waitsfield? They were doing a great 

community service by refurbishing the area 

around one of the Town of Waitsfield’s long 

neglected Memorials. I might have been the 

only one who may have noticed all their hard 

work? 

They both put in a few hours cleaning up the 

overgrown Civil War Memorial, on the plot of 

land donated to the town by Valley Lodge #16 of the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows [IOOF], with its bronze plaque listing the soldiers names and they 

rearranged the later period artillery howitzer, which some long forgotten 

Vermonter had dragged up here from Pennsylvania to honor those veterans.  

We truly have to thank them for making such an improvement and it really 

looks great in time to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the War of the Great 

Rebellion. 
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The Obituary of Virgil W. Liberty  
1914 -       2015 

According to Bro. David Liberty, Virgil’s son, on Saturday 

morning of January 17, 2015 at the Southwick Congregational 

Church in Southwick, MA at 11 am the funeral services for 

Brother Virgil W. Liberty will be held.  

The Obituary of our Centurion brother is as follows: 

Virgil W. Liberty, 100, passed away peacefully on Sunday, January 11, 2015. 

Virgil was born in Southwick on September 21, 1914 to 

the late Wilfred and Arabelle (Holcomb) Liberty. He was 

predeceased by his grandchildren, Margaret and Ryan. 

Virgil leaves his wife Margaret; sons, Michael (Gail), 

David (Susan) and Roger (Debbie); and daughter, 

Carolyn Pierce (Alan); and sister, Charlotte LeBlanc. He 

also leaves 12 grandchildren; 7 great-grandchildren and many friends in both 

Westfield and Moretown, VT.  

A funeral service will be held on Saturday, 

January 17th at 11 AM at Southwick 

Congregational Church, 488 College Highway in 

Southwick. There are no calling hours. Burial will 

be at a later date. For more information, please visit 

www.forastiere.com 

On the sub-freezing Saturday morning of Jan. 

17th three members from Mad River Lodge # 77 left the Valley at 6:30 am to 

attend the church/Masonic service. 

WM Brent Adams, PDDGM Gordie Eurich and 

Sec’ty Charlie Kettles gathered with the brothers of 

Mt. Moriah Lodge to celebrate the Life of Brother 

Virgil. After the Meditation and Eulogies by Rev. Bart 

Cochran and a solo of “To Dream the Impossible 

Dream.” All the Masonic members entered and lined 

up along both outer aisles of the church and Mount 

 Greeting Marge Liberty   Moriah Lodge’s officers, front and center, presented 

the Masonic Evergreen Charge before the final Affirmation and Prayers, Hymn, 

Benediction and Postlude. 

Afterwards we attended the reception downstairs in the New Fellowship Hall 

where we expressed our grief and sorrow to Marge, her son Dave and relatives.    
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NOT THE USUAL WAY WE DO IT, BUT… 
On a pleasant warm evening last summer of 2014 the busy and elusive brother 

John ’Roy’ Hadden received his 25 year 

Masonic pin in an unusual place for us, the big 

red barn at Meadow Crest farm.  

This was the only way we had to corral 

Brother Roy? It was to arrange for him to visit 

some of the farm animals, in order to present 

him with his Masonic Service Award.  

After "Buttercup" the friendly Jersey ox, 

received his annual shots; Past Master Fred 

Messer dressed in the only blue apron he could 

find as he presented Brother ‘Roy’ with his 25 

year Masonic pin and Certificate.  

While Roy, Fred and wife Carla had much 

fun presenting Roy his lapel button for his 

quarter of century of service to our lodge, it 

seems the Jersey ox was not so appreciative of 

Roy's visit. Of course, Carla still had to pay for the vet call!  

 

Fraternally submitted, 

 

Fred Messer, PM 
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MEETING AGENDA 

 Tuesday – Feb. 3, 2015 
 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of any Grand Lodge Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on Farmer’s Market 

2. Report on Funeral Service 

3. Report of Odd/Mason Comte  

4. Report on Detectors & Lighting 

5. Update of Scholarship Awards 

6. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Appoint Slate & Audit Comte’s 

2. Plan for the Spring Projects 

3. Communications  

4. Other New Business 

5. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 e-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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-  OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2014 - 2015 
Brent V. Adams                      Worshipful Master            496-3774 

Christopher M. Keast             Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Gary A. Bombard                   Junior Warden                  496-2941 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                       Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                   Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Richard M. Lord                     Senior Steward                  496-7182 

Vacant                                      Junior Steward                    

Frederick R. Messer               Marshal                               793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                      Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com                 Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com     Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net             TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com          Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Janos Lawrence    artbyjanos@gmail.com  

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Virgil Liberty        virmar1947@yahoo.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Steve Maynard      sjmaynard@myfairpoint.net 
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                       Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                    Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Jon Hammond      jon@capitalsoccer.net    Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net  Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Brent Adams              Chairman                   496-3774 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
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What is Freemasonry? It’s seeking enrichment of the body, mind and spirit 

thru personal growth, good works and spirituality in a fraternal venue.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL DUES ARE $50 FOR 2014-15 AND ARE OVER DUE? 


