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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

  The last meeting was a bit busy, but we covered a lot of ground. It 
was an excellent pork loin that Rick served 
everyone. It was great having Bro. ‘Dick’ 
Jamieson get his 50 year button and to have his 
Jon pin it on him with an assist from our DDGM 
Dexter Rowe. It was a fun evening. 

 Well we did it again? We gave them what they 
like and they came back for more! I must say I 
agree with them, that Chicken pie supper was 
one of the best I’ve ever had. I want to say 
‘Thanks’ to everyone who stepped up to help to 
make it a big success, but especially to Holliday 

WM Gary Bombard    Rayfield for all the time she put in the weeks 
before the meal.  An once again ‘Thanks’ to our Bake Beads 
watchmen, who during the Columbus Day weekend, seemed to have 
gotten it pretty much accomplished without a hitch.  Another very 
nice job well done by those few dedicated brothers.  

I also hope all our Past Master and ladies enjoyed our annual 
meeting/meal at Summit Lodge #104. It was a very nice evening.  

Next I want to “Thank” Rick and Fred for all their work on the 
porch railings. They are really making a nice difference again. 

So lastly, I want to ask our Interview Comte brothers to be sure to 
review the new guidelines provided by the Grand Lodge. So after 
your interview with our newest candidate; I want some feedback.  I’d 
like know if the guide had been helpful and had made your task a bit 
easier? 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
Gary Bombard, 
Worshipful Master 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETING –NOV. 3RD 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begins at 7:30 pm 

The Regular Monthly Supper at 6:30 PM 
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a nice day for early October when some brothers sat down, 

as did Bro’s. Mahlon “Dick” Jamieson and son Jon Jamieson, to a 
delicious Pork Loin supper with a special Black-bean salad at 6:40 

pm, which was served up by Bro. Rick Rayfield. 
After supper we headed up to our lodge room 

and at 7:33 pm Worshipful Master Gary 
Bombard called the meeting to order. Our 
National colors were presented by Sr. Deacon 

Travis Morse while the WM recited the Flag 
Charge. After the Pledge we all sang the 

National Anthem.  
The Officers Present: 

WM: Gary A. Bombard   SD: Travis Morse  
SW: Christopher M. Keast  JD: Richard Backus - Acting 
JW: Brent V. Adams   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal Fredrick J. Rayfield Tyler: Vacant 
Also in attendance were DDGM Dexter Rowe, PM Donald Demas 

and Brothers “Dick” Jamieson and Jonathan Jamieson. 
Then the secretary’s monthly minutes report 

for Oct., which is sent out via the Trestle Board 
to our members, was the first order of business. 

Hearing no additions or changes, WM Gary 
approved them as printed.  

 Next Treasurer Gerry Maynard’s report for 
Oct. 3rd thru Nov 6th was presented and it was 
moved to accept by motion and approved 
pending audit by Rick Rayfield and second by 

Chris Keast and so voted by the lodge. 
Unfinished Business: 

First up was the WMreading the Award presented at Grand 
Lodge in June to Mad River Lodge for our monthly Trestle Board 
and he presented it to PM Brent Adams for safe keeping.  

 
(Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 
 

By Rick Rayfield  
 

 
What’s a Chaplain?  All can serve and be served. 

  No Masonic work should be attempted without first invoking the blessings of Deity, we are 

told.  Prayer is also recommended in times of personal struggle with conscience or difficulty 

decisions.  The basic idea is to bring the Great Architect’s plan for goodness and grace into our 

proceedings whether in Lodge or abroad in the world.  We do not need a Chaplain to pray or ask for 

divine guidance. He just helps. 

  The term “chaplain” comes from Old French and Latin meaning “little cloak”.   It refers to the 

small collars worn by those who guarded the medieval cloak of St Anthony.  The terms chaplain 

and chapel, with the L sound at the end, to indicate “small” or “lesser”, have been used to indicate 

that these are at the lower end of the sacred scale.  A chapel is often viewed as the worship place of 

a minority or less devoted group than the established Church.  When the Puritan churches in 

Massachusetts were the established Church in that part of New England, the loyal Episcopalians had 

to worship in “chapels”, like The King’s Chapel.  Just the opposite held sway in merry olde England, 

where the Episcopalian Church of England was Church, whilst Catholics and other Protestants had 

chapels.  Huge interdenominational buildings are often ironically called "chapels". I was once an 

usher and tour guide in one. 

     Chaplains tend to be open-minded. Freemasons are religious, but we are not a religion.  One of 

the historic and potent arguments against Freemasonry is that we are Deists.  We allow members to 

name (or not name) and understand God (Deo),  to wit,  Grand Architect of the Universe, Heavenly 

Father, Divine Providence,  Geometry (1st degree lecture) ,  Jahwe, or Mother Earth as we see fit.  We 

believe there is an overbearing unity of belief in the Divine, a unity that outweighs human 

differences in belief and practices.  Many Churches cannot abide this freedom in belief, and so tell 

their members not to be freemasons.  

   Within masonry, the military, college campus, Scouts, and other groups, the chaplains often have 

lesser qualifications to minister in our prayers, and remind us of our faith.  We may invoke Nature’s 

God, as Jefferson sometimes put the name, or Creator of the Universe as our Brother Ben Franklin 

said six weeks before he died.   The often untrained but sincere and active chaplain may not be 

called, or trained, or ordained to holy orders.  Our humble chaplains remind us that we all can serve 

and aid our brothers and fellow humans.  Our broader faith may not be as deep as the pastors who 

have devoted their whole lives and theological training to spiritual life.   Chaplains and every mason 

helps brothers float on the wide sea of faith rather than drowning in depths of confusion. 

   Freemasonry is one case where wide acceptance and encouragement for many personal spiritual 

views is rampant.  We use “Grand Architect of the Universe” most often only because we share that 

symbolic metaphor of building our lives using principles as universal and effective as constructing 

Solomon’s Temple.  Truth has many faces, but one soul.   
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
A report from Chicken Pie Chair Rick Rayfield, who reported we 

are ready, but a little understaffed this year due to brothers being 
away for various obligations. He conveyed that he has gotten 180 lbs. 
of chicken, plus 70 lbs. of squash and 50 lbs. of potatoes from Gordie 
and Gerry. He mentioned that he need help at Friday night’s Slice 
and Dice party to debone the chicken, prep the veggies, etc.  The 
master then pointed out the big help that Holliday, Rick’s wife, is and 
has been in soliciting help for the lodge each year. The members gave 
her a rousing applause of appreciation. 

While still standing, Rick spoke of the porch railings which should 
be in place for the Columbus weekend. They will still need another 
coat of white paint. His reports were accepted as given.  

Next was the Finance Comte report by 
Treasurer Gerry Maynard. He reported we 
will be consolidating our bank accounts, 
with the lodge’s approval, to one local bank 
instead of the present arrangement of multi-
banks. He made it a motion and a second by 
Brent Adams and it was so voted by the 
lodge.  No Budget Comte report was given.  

The Resolution Comte report for deceased brother Richard S. 
Ward was read by Sec’ty Charlie Kettles to the members present and 
was moved accepted on motion by Gerry Maynard, second by Brent 
Adams and passed by the lodge.  A copy of these will be laid up in the 
records of the lodge and a copy will be sent to his family. The Charter 
was then ordered to be undraped. 
NEW BUSINESS: 

The next item was a used 32 BTU Rinnai heater up for sale and 
could be a replacement for the older unit in the lodge dining room. 
After many details, a motion was made by Charlie Kettles to offer to 
buy the unit for $500, second by Donnie Demas and so voted by the 
lodge. Rick will make the call. 
A notation was made that the annual Past Master’s dinner /meeting 
will be held at Summit #104 in Williamstown on Friday, October 
23rd at 6:30 pm and OES will be preparing the dinner. So be sure to 
bring the ladies.  

   (Cont. on Page 7) 
 

-5- 



The Chicken-Pie Feast a Filling Delight 
On Saturday, Oct 10th if you went home still hungry, you were eating 
at the wrong place! With Mad River lodge nicely decorated by Joann 

Eurich on Thursday morning; then Gordie 
dropped off our squash, while Rick Rayfield had 
all the pots cooking away on Friday. That 
evening Rick, Richard Backus and Charlie 
Kettles debone tons of chicken and filled up the 
trays with Chicken meat. 

Saturday morning was started with Rachel Keast getting things 
started at 8 am before Gerry Maynard arrived with our potatoes. As 

the foodstuffs were dropped off all day long by 
members and friends, Gary Bombard, Rick and 
Richard tended to the necessary kitchen work.  
Before 5:30 pm folks were already lined up on 
the front porch, as Doug White, Travis Morse, 
Holliday Rayfield, Chris Keast, Liz Pursell, 

Rachel, Richard and Rick all struggled against the clock to have the 
meal ready to serve on time. Then doors were opened on time, the 

dining room filled up and the evenings meals 
began. Between serving all our seated guests 
and filling the many orders for take-out dinners; 
the staff, which was already shorthanded, was 
taxed.  A real big assist was the children of staff, 
Maranda Rayfield, Megan Morse and Caroline 

Pursell who helped by serving the cider, water, coffee and desserts.  
Being a chilly night, the folks were allowed in too soon for the second 

seating and the staff had problems trying to 
clear and re-set the tables, get all the utensils 
washed and food replenished for serving.  
We’re sure it wasn’t a problem for the hungry 
folks who were seated and glad to be inside? So 
as another successful Chicken-pie Supper goes 

into our record books, we have to ‘Thank’ everyone for the yeoman’s 
job they all did on this yearly labor intensive outing. And especially to 
the cleanup crew at the end of a very long day.  
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Next was the secretary read the info from Grand Lodge on the 

matching funding for next year’s Scholarship Awards. The lodge 
voted to give two $500 scholarships next year and it was moved that 
the Sec’ty send in our application for matching funds to Grand 
Lodge. Motion made by Rick and second was made by Chris and so 
voted by the lodge.  
JW Brent Adams, chair of Bake Beads, reported he needed some 
more man power to get the job done this year.  Brent will be doing 
Thurs, Charlie will do the early part of Friday. Others need to man 
up and help. 

A petition was received for membership and submitted with the 
proper fee by PM Allen Gaylord.  The petition was read, discussed 
and voted accepted. An Interview Committee of Geoffrey Colby, 
Travis Morse and Richard Backus was appointed and given the new 
set of Guidelines to assist them. They will report back at the 

November meeting.  
With Rick acting as Marshal, he 

escorted brothers ‘Dick’ and Jon 
Jamieson east of the altar and likewise 
escorted the DDGM Dexter Rowe up 
also.  Next the DDGM Dexter Rowe 
presented Brother “Dick” Jamieson 
with his 50th year Certificate and lapel 
button from Grand Lodge, which was 
then pinned on by his son, Bro. Jon 

Jamieson [See Pix Above]. WM Gary read the purpose of tonight’s 
occasion and this was followed by Charlie’s reminiscing of the time 
line of 1965, the year bro. “Dick’ was raised a Master Mason. Finally 
JW Brent read the poem, ‘I See You Traveled Some’.  Bro. ‘Dick’ then 
‘Thanked’ the brothers for the fine meal, good brotherhood and the 
tribute and said he’d have a happy trip back home to Utah in 2 days.   

Last to speak was our DDGM, who brought the greeting of GM 
Geo. Deblon and of his Officers, he brought us the latest news and 
noted that the old penalties were good to use again. The lodge closed 
in form at 9:17 pm and dessert was served in the dining room, after 
being setting up for Saturday night’s supper. 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that winter’s Jack Frost is getting ready to nip your nose, 
we can wish these brothers the very best of a Happy Birthday. 
So from all of us, we wish you all a very special Happy Birthday. 
 

 

Everett C. Maynard   NOV.   6TH 

Gerald M. Maynard   NOV.   6TH 

Donald J. Demas    NOV.   7TH 

Timothy S. Baker   NOV.   9TH 

Gary H. Kenyon    NOV. 11TH 

John L. Hadden    NOV. 12TH 

Kyle E. Greenslit    NOV. 13TH 

David E. Jamieson   NOV. 20TH 

Stuart A. Maynard   NOV.  21ST 

 

 

   MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Lauren H. Long                  Nov.  7th            65 Yrs. 

George R. Kingsbury         Nov.  7th            62 Yrs. 

 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the Oct. issue. 

And to Gary Bombard and Rick Rayfield.   
Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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The Past Masters Annual Meeting 
+It was on Friday evening, Oct. 23rd, a very nice fall night as the Past 
Master’s and their ladies of the 6th Masonic District arrived at 6 pm. They 
assembled in Williamstown at the Masonic Summit Lodge # 104 for their 

annual dinner/ meeting. The OES ladies served a 
Chicken Breast and bake potato and green beam 
dinner family style starting at 6:30 pm with salad, 
rolls and ending with some real nice desserts. The 
meal cost was $18.00 a person and very well worth 
it, also annual dues was $3. We all need to ‘Thank’ 

the women of the OES Chapter [See Pix], who received a round of 
applause for the really great meal. 
The annual meeting started upstairs at 7:30 pm and was called to order 
by Pres. Lee Martenson, who followed the Agenda for the meeting.  
Some highlights: The minutes of the October 2014 fall district meeting 
was read and approved. Next the Treasurer’s report was read and showed 
a current balance of $731.38, which was accepted pending audit.  

Next the selection of new DDGM went to Winooski 
Lodge and Thomas Nesbit was nominated for the 
next 6th Masonic District Deputy Grand Master and 
it was so accepted. We are all indebted PM Douglas 
White (Aurora 22) for all his efforts of keeping 
everyone on track this evening. After the meeting 

closed, we all had the pleasure of being entertained by Robin Duquette 
[See Pix], who sang her best selections for us, while playing the guitar.  It 
was a very enjoyable evening and the festivities ended around 8:30 p.m.   

INTERVIEW COMTE APPOINTED  
Interview Committee of Geoffrey Colby, Travis Morse and Richard 
Backus was appointed and given the new set of Guidelines to assist 
them. They will report back at the November meeting.  
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MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday –Nov. 3, 2015 

 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Introduction of Grand Lodge/visiting Officers, brothers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report of Chicken Pie Comte  

2. Report of Bake Beads Comte ate 

3. Report of Building Comte 

4. Report of Finance Comte 

5. Unfinished Business & Reports [Awards, Dist. #6] 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Report of Interview Comte 

2. Balloting on Candidate – see #2 below 

3. Communications & Other items  

4. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable set Degree date 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 E-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 

 

 

-10- 

 

mailto:Potsenvt@madriver.com


OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2015 - 2016 
Gary A. Bombard                  Worshipful Master            496-2941 

Christopher M. Keast            Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Brent V. Adams                      Junior Warden                  496-3774 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                      Senior Deacon                    583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                  Junior Deacon                    917-4999 

Vacant                                     Senior Steward                   

Vacant                                     Junior Steward                   

Richard K. Backus                 Marshal                              279-2056 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                     Tyler                                    496-7182 
 

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com   Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com    Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com    Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com    Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com       TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com   James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com      Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 
Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net  

Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com    Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 
Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com   Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 
Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                      Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 
Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com        Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 
Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 
Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                  Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 
Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 
Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 
Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net     Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 
Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com           Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 
Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org   

 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Gary Bombard           Chairman                  496-2941 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s a fraternity of individuals with different faiths, 

backgrounds, education and strengths making a difference in our community 

and the world. 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

ONLY A FEW OWE ANNUAL DUES - SEND $50 FOR 2015-16    
 


