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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

 Well I hope all of our Masonic family’s enjoyed our Annual Christmas 
Luncheon on Sunday, December 14th and also to 
Dexter Rowe our DDGM for joining with us. 
I want to also ‘Thank’ Bro. Gary Bombard and his 
excellent team for the job they did with the meal, 
especially to Joanne and Gordie for all their valuable 
help. It was well done and I believe everyone had a 
truly great time and “Thanks to Fred” for making 
those clever Doofus’s they are truly unique. 
 Next I would like to congratulate Bro’s Dana 
Haskin’s and Robert Gallagher on receiving their 60 
year Service Award Buttons. It was a pleasure for me 

WM Brent Adams  to help present them to such long loyal members. 
   To all those who helped deliver Christmas meals to those who 
couldn’t be with us, ‘Thank’ you all very much. 
  And to all the widows and family members of our lodge we hope we 
made your day just a little brighter. I also wanted to ‘thank’ those who 
spruced up the lodge and did all the fine decorations - both inside and 
out, it adds so much more to our building. And I must also give a 
special ‘Thanks’ to the clean-up crew. It was a yeoman’s job and we all 
do appreciate your efforts.  

And in closing I want to say, from my family to yours, may we extend 
the very best wishes, to all our Masonic family members, for a Safe, 
Healthy and Happy New Year all during 2015.  

 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
Brent V. Adams,  
Worshipful Master   
 

NEXT LODGE MEETINGS – JAN. 6TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

A Supper will be served before every meeting at 6:30 pm  
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DECEMBER’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a lite snowing evening when the brothers sat down to a 

chili stew w/rice and homemade bread served in the upstairs 
ante-room by Bro. Rick Rayfield. 

After supper, the meeting was called 
to order by our Worshipful Master 
Brent Adams at 8:04 pm after the Sr. 
Deacon Travis Morse along with 
Gerry Maynard and Rick Rayfield, as 
escorts, presented our National 
colors, while W∴M∴ Brent Adams 
recited the Flag Charge. He also did 

the opening charge.  
The Officers Present: 

WM: Brent V. Adams   SD: Travis Morse 
SW: Richard Backus - Acting JD: Gordon Eurich- Acting 
JW: Gary A. Bombard   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Fredrick R. Messer Tyler: Vacant 
Also attending: PDDGM’s Richard Backus & Gordon Eurich. 

Then the secretary’s monthly minutes report for Nov., which 
went out via email in the Trestle Board to our members, was the 
first order of business. Hearing no additions or changes, W∴M∴ 
Brent approved them as printed.  

The report of the Treasurer Gerry Maynard’s for Nov 4th thru 
Dec. 2nd was next. It was moved to accept by Richard Backus, 
amended to ‘pending audit’ by Gordie and so voted by the lodge. 
Our Treasurer then brought up faux pas whereby he went to get his 
hunting license out and realized he had Bro. Rick’s un-deposited 
check from the Ladies at the Table still tucked safely inside his 
case. Rick then cut him a new one? A check that is. 

Unfinished Business: 
The Service Award Comte reviewed the Pin ceremony for Bro. 

Willard Gove held in lodge at last month’s meeting and it was 
noted that we had two/three more to do this month.  

 (Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

By Rick Rayfield 

 

 
 
 

She-heche-ya-nu - Looking back and ahead, ALIVE! 
 

Christmas, Chanukah, Kwanza, and New Year are behind us, again. 
And millions of people have had birthdays, and anniversaries of all 
sorts. For many people, every Friday evening welcomes in the holiest 
day of the year - the Sabbath.  And what can be more festive then waking 
up each morning, with aching muscles and joints, and too few hours of 
sleep, and family and financial worries, and gummy lips and owl eyes, 
but alive? ALIVE! 

My favorite phrase from the Jewish prayer book is “she-heche-ya-nu”. 
It is part of a short prayer recited at the start of every festival or holiday, 
and every special occasion, and every time you do something you have 
not done yet this year - like the first fruit of the garden - and every time 
you meet a friend you have not seen in a month or more. It translates as 
basically that we are blessed to have been given life. It looks back at our 
blessing, but also forward as we enjoy that blessing. Yes - life can be a 
burden. But holidays are special reminders to pay attention. Even 
amongst life’s burdens - even as workmen tore their bodies, broke their 
bones, and burned their eyes with sweat building the Temple under 
Solomon’s eyes - we should look up often from our burdens and woes, 
and look around at the joys of being alive. This is my first message of 
2015 as a Chaplain. Me! A chaplain! I have to laugh! Has Creation sunk 
so low? Or has the genius of the Grand Architect twisted my tired body 
and worried soul into a decoration and declaration of the Sacred 
Beauties to be found if we only look around with love and care? The 
wave of a stranger, the snowflake on the fir needle, the cool water on 
the tongue, the voice of the checkout clerk, the smell of food to nourish 
our lives. She-heche-ya-nu! 
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DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
The next item was the need to get our matching funds Scholarship 

form in early. The Secretary suggested we submit our request right 
after the New Year. It was so moved and second by Bro. Gary and 
so voted by the lodge. 

Next our Christmas Chairman 
Gary Bombard reported he had 
received an old report on what it 
takes to run this annual event? It 
seems the last time a full report on 
how to run this event was submitted 
quite a few years ago? So he was 
looking for some current help, 
which he got. Fred picked up the 
turkeys, Gordie will supply the 

Oysters, Gerry the Squash, Rick the Bread and four brothers will 
be there on Sunday morning to give him a hand. In finishing up 
Gary thought the listing he had of the Lodge’s Widows was not up 
to date, which the secretary corrected his wrong assumption. 

Which then brought us to Bro. Fred and his demonstration for 
the guys of the unique home crafted item he produced from using 
the trees from his property. Which in turn brought the WM t0 
think it would be a great gift for our lodge’s widows. And now they 
will work to make that happen.  

Which brought the secretary to inform the brethren that one of 
our widows, Madeline Kingsbury has broken her hip and is in 
rehab. Then on a motion by Fred, with a second by Gary, to have 
the lodge send her an appropriate get well gift as soon as she 
returns home. This passed and Rick will see to it.  

 The item that was next was the Raffle Comte’s report and WM 
Brent asked our Jr. Deacon if his daughter, the second prize 
winner, has seen her prize yet? Bro. Gary said she will soon, but 
being at school in Wash. State where the weather is poor it will be 
awhile? Next was a question? Has our DDGM Dex Rowe delivered 
the Game Camera prize to our winner MWGM Roger Crouse? No 
one know as of tonight!!! 

(Cont. on Next Page) 
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DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Next was the contentious issue of dealing indirectly with the 

International Boutique’s usage of our lodge. Because one of the 
dining room heaters, which had 
reached the end of its noble service 
suddenly had to be quickly replaced 
because Joni Zweig, our non-paying 
lodge renter, had use the lodge? So 
that our lodge can look good to the 
community, a new $1,473.08 heater 
is being installed by Rick, Richard 
and Fred.  A motion by Gary to pay 
this amount ASAP was second and 

(Pix of Joni’s new Heater) passed. Treas. Gerry raised the 
question, “Where can she go to get this kind of square footage in 
the Valley, let alone get it for free?” It was suggested that Joni be 
approached to at least pay for the utilities again.  Afterwards Fred 
said, “We should try to rent it more.” 

This was followed by a discussion of the cost of propane fuel and 
some of the new programs that are being offered by some 
companies. Richard recommended that we look into it next year 
and Gerry was requested by Fred to find out the number of gallons 
we use yearly and to report back at the next meeting. 

The Porch Railings are coming along slowly, due to the recent 
demise of family members and the onset of bad weather, but Rick 
hopes to have a few more up by Jan. & Feb. The work in the 
basement and the lighting and detector couldn’t be answered 
because Chris Keast wasn’t here. Rick spoke to the town Admin. 
about our sidewalk – but don’t hold your breathe. Lastly Richard 
will be donating some shelving Rick needs in the basement. Fred 
was complimented on the three angels holding a ‘Peace on Earth‘ 
banner on the porch deck and to Rick for the lit-up stars and 
colorful blue circle on the upper deck.  

 
(Cont. on Page 10) 
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Our Christmas Time at the Lodge 
Early on the Sunday morning of 

December 14th with the lodge gaily 
decorated with Christmas lights in Star 
and Hoop shapes and Fred’s Angels 
gracing the front porch, we saw our 
Chairman Gary Bombard, working with 
WM Brent Adams and his kitchen team, 
to get the turkeys prepped and cooking.  
A mean while Joann Eurich beautifully 

set up the dining room. You knew for sure 
that it was that special time of the year to 
once again to join with our Masonic family 
members, our Widows, Friends and 
Neighbors for our Annual Christmas Party 
Luncheon at the lodge.  

This is the first year in a while that we 
had a great snow free day on which to 
hold these festivities. 

 It was just great for us to have Gordie 
Eurich once again make his Oyster Stew 
and to lending his much needed helping 
hands.  To our Chaplain Rick here to offer 
his ‘Grace before Meals’ and his great 
bread and subtle touches in the kitchen; 
which all leads to seeing so many turning 
out and to relish the time they spend with 
us.   

We truly hope that all our brothers; their 
families and especially the widows of our 
Lodge and those whom we remembered 
this day have had a pleasant day. 

Lastly we wish all a Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukah, and a Happy New Year.  
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that the New Year is here we can wish these brothers 

the very best of a Happy Birthday. So from all of us, we wish all 
our brothers a very special Happy Birthday. 

 

Fred R. Messer     DEC. 31ST 

Brent V. Adams     DEC. 31ST 

M. Richard Jamieson    JAN.   2ND 

Louis W. Anderson     JAN. 16TH 

Jonathan M. Jamieson    JAN. 19TH 

James Leith III     JAN. 28TH  

 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Timothy S. Baker              Jan.  12th          7 Yrs. 
Kyle E. Greenslit   Jan.  12th      2 Yrs. 
Jeffrey A. Hunsberger      Jan.  12th          7 Yrs. 
Christopher M. Keast       Jan.  12th          7 Yrs. 
Travis L. Morse         Jan.  12th      2 Yrs. 
Michael M. Kingsbury    Jan.  12th        49 Yrs. 
David E. Jamieson            Jan.  24th        48 Yrs. 
 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Printing, Folding, Stapling, Mailing & 

emailing of the Dec’s issue.  For Content: WM Brent Adam, Rick 
Rayfield and Chas Kettles.                        Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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60th Yr. Service Awards Presented 
After a nice Oyster & Turkey luncheon with all the trimmings at the 

lodge, we had the boys pack up 
complete meals for those who 
couldn’t come to the lodge today. 
We had a few groups head out in 
just about all points of the compass 
to deliver the meals. But the best 
was left for our District Deputy 
Grand Master (DDGM) Dexter Rowe, 
Worshipful Master Brent Adams 
and our Secretary Charlie Kettles to 
deliver some of these special 
dinner’s today, while representing 

the Grand Lodge of Vermont.  Our first stop was to visit Bro. Dana L. 
Haskin’s in Warren because 60 years ago on December 7, 1954 he 
became a Master Mason in the Waitsfield Lodge. And as a loyal member 

of Mad River #77 thru all those 
years in recognition of his service 
to the Masonic Fraternity he was 
presented with a signed Certificate 
from the Grand Officers and given 
a 60-year lapel button. After a 
pleasant visit it was off to our next 
stop in Waterbury.  

We were welcomed in, gave the 
dinners to Ellen, the kid sister, met 
with our 94 year old Bro. Robert C. 

Gallagher to present him with his 60th Year Service Awards. You see 
Brother Bob was raised a Master Mason back on September 9, 1954 as 
a member of Mad River Lodge in Waitsfield and has fond memories of 
those days. He said he appreciated the award and expressed his wish 
that he had more time over the years to devote to the lodge. Then WM 
Brent Adams read a congratulatory note from the lodge and it soon time 
bit a pleasant farewell with our seasons greeting to all. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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DEC’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
New Business: 
The Oppenheimer Fund’s paperwork was returned by Richard 

Backus and he said we need more than just one signature on this 
account and if it wasn’t returned by him it would have been placed 

in the unclaimed accounts. Fred moved that 
thru Finance Comte he talk with Ed Jones 
about moving those investments to our area 
and will report back, second by Gary and 
passed.  

Next our secretary read three separate 
notices and General Orders from the Grand 
Master Roger Crouse to the members and he 
asked them to tell others not in attendance 
about this information. 

Charity being our concern, the secretary 
read a request from the Rainbow Girls for a 
donation of $1 from every Mason for their  

   (Patty, GM & Joni)   ‘Miles of Smiles’ program. The lodge’s reply 
was to have a notice placed in the Trestle Board so our members 
can contribute to this good cause. 

Next was a request for the ‘Green Envelope’ appeal of the Masonic 
Service Association’s fund to help the hospital visitation of our 
Vets. Rick moved we give what we gave last year, second by Gordie 
and passed. 

Masonic Education: Rick in keeping with the theme of them 
evening said the lodge should be used for improving fellowship 
with meals. In addition to spiritual nourishment, we also need 
food, so let’s encourage our brothers to come to the meal, being 
held before each of our meetings. He reminded them that dues are 
paying for these meals. Lastly he mentioned that the AASR will be 
holding a Festive Board at Granite Lodge in Barre on Friday, 
February 13th. Brothers and wives are all welcome, but don’t know 
the time?  

After the conclusion of all business, the lodge was closed at 9:55 
pm. 
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The Rainbow Girls Set Time for “Miles of Smiles” 
The brothers of Mad River were 

requested by the Internat’l Order of 
the Rainbow for Girls to make a 
donation of $1.00 from every Mason 
for their ‘Miles of Smiles’ program. 

The lodge’s response was to have 
this notice placed in the Trestle 
Board so that all of our Masonic 

members can have a chance to contribute to this good cause. 
The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls (IORG) has 

Assemblies in 47 states in the United States as well as in several 
other countries.  

The Rainbow for Girls is a Masonic youth service organization 
which teaches leadership training through community service for 
girls ages 11–20. The members are expected to serve their 
community, be law-abiding, acknowledge the authority of the 
Supreme Assembly, and show loyalty to the other members, 
among other things. In 2000, the rules for Eastern Star were 
changed so that majority age members of Rainbow were eligible 
for membership in that Order.  

So the Vermont Grand Assembly’s 2nd Annual, ‘What Does A 
Buck Get You? - A Miles of Smiles’ challenge is here. Last year the 
girls taped 3,200 fake dollars together and it stretched for 1/3 0f a 
mile!!! So on Sunday, June 7th, with your help, they plan to 
surpass that record and remind you that your contributions are 
tax-deductible as they are a 501-C3. 

They are asking for your donations to be sent in before May 15th 
so they have time to make and tape the fake dollars. Send to their: 
Supreme Inspector Debby Estey, 2712 Brook Road, Windsor, VT 
05089. Make checks out to: Vermont Grand Assembly and in 
memo line place ‘Miles of Smiles’. 

The girls ‘Thank You’ in advance for your generosity. 
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MEETING AGENDA 

 Tuesday – Jan. 6, 2015 
 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Installation of any Lodge Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report on International Boutique 

2. Report of Christmas Comte  

3. Report on Service Pin Awards 

4. Update of Scholarship Comte 

5. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Schedule Basement Project 

2. Report on Detectors & Lighting  

3. Other New Business  

4. Communications  

5. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 e-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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  OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2014 - 2015 
Brent V. Adams                      Worshipful Master            496-3774 

Christopher M. Keast             Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Gary A. Bombard                   Junior Warden                  496-2941 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                       Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                   Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Richard M. Lord                     Senior Steward                  496-7182 

Vacant                                      Junior Steward                    

Frederick R. Messer               Marshal                               793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                      Tyler                                    

                        MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com                 Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com     Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net             TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com          Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Janos Lawrence    artbyjanos@gmail.com  

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Virgil Liberty        virmar1947@yahoo.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Steve Maynard      sjmaynard@myfairpoint.net 
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                       Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                    Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Jon Hammond      jon@capitalsoccer.net    Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net  Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Brent Adams              Chairman                   496-3774 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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What is Freemasonry? It’s a spiritual, benevolent and patriotic society of men 

committed to our God, our families, our neighbors and our country. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WE WISH YOU ALL A VERY SAFE AND SOUND NEW YEAR 


