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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 

I hope everyone enjoyed our recent pre-meeting supper and having 
our 50 Yr. Button recipient Bro. Willard Gove and his 
family joining us. I especially want to ‘Thank’ Bro. 
Rick for manning the Chef and stove duties; also to 
our DDGM Dexter Rowe for joining with us. It always 
gives us great pleasure to hold these ceremonies in 
our lodge whenever we can. 
 Next I would like to congratulate our three Nature 
Lover’s Raffle prize winners and all those who had 
supported our efforts.  

It is my hope that all of our Masonic families had a 
very Happy Thanksgiving with family and friends   

WM Brent Adams  during the past month. But now with the Winter 
Solstice and Christmas Season being quickly upon us, and ‘Joy to the 
World’ again in vogue, I wish all of you the blessings, happiness and 
joyfulness this time of the year always brings forth.  I cheerfully extend 
to our brothers, family members, Widows, and their family friends our 
personal invitation to come and join with us in celebrating our Annual 
Christmas Luncheon on Sunday, December 14th at 1:00 p.m. in our 
Lodge’s dining room.  

Thank you to Bro. Rick, Bro. Fred, and Bro. Richard for their work on 
the heating system in the dining room. We’ll be warm! Well done 
Brothers. 

And to each and every one I want to offer the best wishes of my 
family and myself to all of you for a Safe, Healthy Holiday Season. 
During the shortest days of the year may we all seek more light. 

 
Fraternally Yours, 
Brent V. Adams, Worshipful Master   
 

NEXT LODGE MEETINGS – DEC. 2ND 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

A Supper will be served before every meeting at 6:30 pm  
Annual Christmas Luncheon on Sunday, Dec. 14th at 1:00 pm 
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NOV’s MONTHLY MEETING 
It was a nice day in early October when some brothers sat down, 

as did Bro. Willard Gove, his wife Marites and daughter Leann to 
a delicious chicken pie supper with a special cole slaw at 6:35 pm, 
which was served up by Bro. Rick Rayfield. 

After supper, in our lodge room, the DDGM Dexter Rowe and WM 
Brent presented Brother Willard his 
50th year Certificate and his lapel 
button. 

At 8:00 pm Worshipful Master Brent 
Adams called the meeting to order and 
the Sr. Deacon Richard Backus along 
with Gerry Maynard and Fred Messer, 
as escorts, presented our National 
colors, while W∴M∴ Brent Adams 

recited the Flag Charge. He also gave the opening charge.  
The Officers Present: 

WM: Brent V. Adams   SD: Richard Backus - Acting 
SW: Christopher M. Keast  JD: Dexter Rowe- Acting 
JW: Gary A. Bombard   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Fredrick R. Messer  Tyler: Vacant 
Also attending: DDGM Dexter Rowe & PDDGM Richard Backus. 
Then the secretary’s monthly minutes report for Oct., which was 

sent out via the Trestle Board to our members, was the first order 
of business. Hearing no additions or changes, W∴M∴ Brent 
approved them as printed.  

 Next Treasurer Gerry Maynard’s report for Oct. 7th thru Nov 4th 
was presented and it was moved to accept by Gary Bombard, 
amended to approve pending audit by Charlie and second by Chris 
Keast and so voted by the lodge. 

Unfinished Business: 
Chicken pie supper: Rick reported the numbers for that night, 

 
 (Cont. on Page 5) 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
 

 

By Rick Rayfield 

 

 
 
 

What’s a Manger? 
    Do you know the movie where Kevin Kline’s wife Mary McDonnell is out 

jogging and hears a baby abandoned in the woods? It’s Grand Canyon.  She 

brings the baby home. She feeds it and brings out the baby clothes she has stored 

from her now-teenaged kid.  You can see her experiencing again the outpouring 

of love and tenderness for a child, a child of undetermined ethnicity. When her 

husband gets home, she admits they need to call the police and social workers, 

and they do. But for a few hours she has lived the fantasy of being that loving 

mother again, a role and skill she may never repeat.  But it is deep inside her, 

the joy and ability to love.   We approach the many images of a newborn babe. 

We hear again of Jesus in a manger. We giggle over the New Year baby draped 

in a ribbon. We speak of the rebirth of the life at the winter solstice. We enjoy 

the excitement of kids all aglow over being found nice and not naughty.  Maybe 

we even have a brush with a baby’s “first Christmas”.  Even in the face of the 

darkest day, even in the cold, we know that good things are in the cycle.  And we 

recall the best of them, and the call for them to appear again.  

   What’s a manger? The root is “to eat”. It’s a food trough for animals.  How 

many times does an animal come to the trough, hoping there is food there? Dogs 

and cats, even my goldfish, are constantly coming to the “manger”. I bet they- 

like we- are hoping.  Hoping for the very best most wonderful signs from the 

Great Architect, as simple as food, as precious as the opportunity to love and be 

loved.    When someone offers you food, do you feel the love?  In freemasonry, 

we revere the corn of plenty, the wine of refreshment, and the oil of joy.  I hope 

in December, we can all find symbolic corn, wine, and oil in our mangers, or 

perhaps even the miracle of a child. Maybe that goodness is inside us, not from 

above, or from outside us. We are the temple we seek. 

SO mote it be! 
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NOV’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
which was the new record of receipts and he ‘Thanked’ everyone 
who helped to make it so. 

Fred Messer recapped the Past Masters Dinner/Meeting at the 
Hilltop Restaurant and mentioned the new officers and the good 
job Patty Backus did bringing everyone up to speed on the Order 

of the Eastern Star’s projects. 
Next Brent ‘Thanked’ Fred, Travis and 

Gary for their support for standing 
watch at the Baked Beads tent and to 
David for his check.  

He then reviewed the lodge’s recent 
Open House and he suggested that we 
open the lodge every time something is 
going on in town, from now on. 

Next he announced the Nature’s Lover’s Raffle winners. 
Fred Messer said there was nothing to report from the Finance 

Comte yet.  
Next Rick reported that due to the recent loss of his family members he 

hasn’t been able to get the porch railings finished. But he and Fred are moving 

forward on them. 

New Business: 

It was noted by SW Chris Keast that his mother-in-law and 
Brother William Beard’s wife Ruth has passed away. A service will 
be held at the Episcopal Church on State St. in Montpelier on 
Saturday, Oct. 15th at 11 am. 

It was use of the lodge building? The Odd Fellows have a District 
Meeting coming up and will need to use the lodge on Saturday, 
Dec. 13th at 10 am. 

Since nothing had been raised in lodge asking for permission for 
International Boutique to use the lodge this year there should not 
be any problem?  

Next Fred mentioned that the father of the barber, next store, 
does upholstery and is coming to the Valley. He would like to use 

 
(Cont. on Next Page) 

 

-5- 



NOV’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
the lodge for a ½ day show and we may swap that for the 
upholstery of our chairs.   

 The topic of the downstairs gas 
heaters was next. The front one didn’t 
seem to be working well during the 
supper tonight? A motion, after a 
discussion, was made by Rick to look 
into getting smoke detectors and 
carbon dioxide detectors. It was 
second by Fred and Chris was asked to 
check this out and report back at the 

next meeting. The motion was passed. 
The Annual Christmas Luncheon will be chaired this year by JW 

Bombard. He will be looking for some help at the next meeting. 
Communications: Another General Order and funeral service 

news about PGM ‘Jack’ Campbell and 
in his memory we’ll drape our charter 
for 60 days.  

Masonic Education: Fred Messer 
showed everyone his impressive model 
of the M109-85 Howitzer missile firing 
- 12 mile range 10 man crew – military 
piece. He said no one man can 
memorize the whole operational 

manual of this weapon. And the same is true in Masonry; no one 
man can know the full contents of all the rules and rituals of the 
order. That’s what our Vermont Masonic Code book is for on the 
top of the secretary’s desk.  

Our District Deputy Grand Master R∴W∴ Dexter Rowe was next 
to speak and he brought the greeting of the GM and the Grand 
Lodge Officers. He commended the lodge on their ceremony of 
presenting their Service Awards and to Fred for his excellent 
presentation and the importance of the code book. 

There being no further business, the lodge closed in form at 
9:35 pm. 
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50th Yr. Service Award Presented 
 After a nice chicken pie supper and dessert, our guests and the 

members of Mad River lodge assembled in the upstairs meeting room 
for a special event. The occasion was the presentation of Grand Lodge’s 

50th-Yr. Serviced Award to our brother 
Willard L. Gove.  Then Marshal Fred 
Messer escorted our brother east of the 
altar and our WM Brent Adams read our 
lodge’s congratulatory address for those 
receiving their 50th year award. Next our 
DDGM Dexter Rowe made the 
presentation of the Grand Lodge’s 50 year 
Service Award Certificate and then he had 

Mrs. Marites Gove pin the 50 yr. lapel button (See photo above) on Will. 
Sec. Charlie Kettles reviewed the world event during 1964, the year Bro. 
Gove was raised, and then read the costs of basic items back in that 
day. Lastly the poem, “I See You’ve Traveled Some” was read.    

 

It’s Christmas Time at the Lodge 
   The Season of Peace on Earth and Goodwill 
towards Men is here; it’s also time again to join 
with the Masonic members of the Mad River Lodge 
#77’s for our Family, Widows and Friends Annual 
Christmas Party and enjoy a great meal and get-
together. 

This year our Sr. Warden Brother Gary Bombard 
has volunteered to head up this year’s festive 
committee. Hopefully we will have other members 
now stepping up to assist him, they will be 

meeting very soon to determine what’s needed to continue this 
long-standing Lodge-family tradition. 
We hope all our brothers; their families and especially the widows 
of our Lodge will mark their calendars and join with us on Sunday, 
December 14th at 1 PM. 
 

-7- 



Happy 

Birthdays 
Now as Santa is coming we can wish these brothers the very 

best of a Happy Birthday. So from all of us, we wish you all a 
very special Happy Birthday. 

 

Richard G. Kingsbury  DEC. 12TH 

Wayne R. Whitelock  DEC.  21ST 

Robert J. Danaher Jr.  DEC.  25TH 

Geoffrey C. Colby   DEC.  26TH 

Jeffery R. Kahn   DEC.  28TH 

Fred R. Messer    DEC.  31ST 

Brent V. Adams   DEC.  31ST 

 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Rick Rayfield    Dec. 1st   27 Yrs. 
Dana L. Haskin   Dec. 3rd   60 Yrs. 
Gordon E. Eurich  Dec. 5th   53 Yrs. 
Robert L. Howard  Dec. 5th   47 Yrs. 
James Leith III   Dec. 13th  26 Yrs. 
Frederick Messer   Dec. 13th   12 Yrs. 
Stuart A. Maynard  Dec. 30th  35 Yrs. 

 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Printing, Folding, Stapling, Mailing & 

emailing of the Nov’s issue.  For Content: WM Brent Adam and Chas 
Kettles.                        Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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PGM ‘JACK’ CAMPBELL’S SERVICE  
It was a crisp, bright and cold windy morning 

on November 2nd as the mourners arrived before 

11 am at the Vermont Veteran’s Cemetery in 

Randolph, Vermont.  

As the family and the fraternity members 

drove into the grounds they were directed to an 

area close to the grave site at which they could 

safely park.  

Also in attendance and almost hidden in plain 

sight, in the back ground, were three members of 

the military service. Plus there were five members 

of the American Legion who would fire off a 

military gun salute at the proper time during the 

service. 

At the proper time the pall bearers, with our 

Grand Lodge Officers and the family members 

following, as they carried the urn with the final 

remains of our Past Grand Master, while our 

Grand Lodge piper Don Murray played a woeful 

tune on his bag pipes.  

Next a grave side ceremony was led by Grand 

Master M∴ W∴ Roger Crouse and the Grand 

Lodge Officers. One part which was particularly 

different and it is an old poem, which was 

requested by Bro. Jack to be read at his service.  

This was followed by the discharge of rifle gun 

fire and the sound of a bugle playing the familiar 

straining notes of ‘Taps’, after which two soldiers 

properly folded the U.S. flag. An officer then 

present the widow with the message from the U.S. 

President and presented her with the flag. A 

symbol of appreciation for the service one gave to 

our country. 

For those who couldn’t attend or fully hear it, 

the poem brother ‘Jack’ requested be read at his 

Graveside Service is printed on the next page.  
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Desiderata 

 

Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember what peace there may be 
in silence. As far as possible without surrender be on good terms with all persons. 

 
Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even to the dull and 

the ignorant; they too have their story. Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they 
are vexations to the spirit. 

 
If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain and bitter, for 

always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself.  
 
Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep interested in your own 

career, however humble; it is a real possession in the changing fortunes of time. 
 
Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world is full of trickery. But let 

not this blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals, and 
everywhere life is full of heroism. 

 
Be yourself. Especially do not feign affection. Neither be cynical about love; for 

in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is as perennial as the grass. 
Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering the things of youth. 

 
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not distress 

yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.  
 
Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. You are a child of the 

universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. And 
whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 

 
Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be, and 

whatever your labors and aspirations in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace 
with your soul. With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams; it is still a beautiful 
world. 

 
Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.  
 
Max Ehrmann 1927   
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International Boutique Will It Be Back Again? 
Well it’s the usual time of year when Joni Zweig of Amurtel  

 Charities will 

hold another 

of her Fund-

raiser Sales at 

the Mad River 

Lodge at 4376 

Main Street. 

If so then 

again this 

year during 

the week of 

the 6th thru 

13th of 

(Pix of the Lodge decked out for Christmas)  December. 

The ‘International Boutique’ will be selling their many rare, 

unusual and exotic items from the subcontinents of India, 

Indonesia and Africa. Please support their efforts to help 

all the needy women worldwide.  
 

Nature Lover’s Raffle Results 
Wor. Brent Adams thanked everyone for selling 

our special prizes raffle tickets this year. He said we 
really tried to come up with some really unique 
prizes which everyone would be happy to win any 
one of them. 

We also have to say thanks to all our members 
who mailed in their raffle books – “Thanks guys.” 

The First prize of the Range Finder goes to Joe 
Young III of Marshfield, the binoculars to Emily 
Bombard and the Game Camera to Roger Crouse.  
Congratulations to all of our winners. 
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MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday – Dec. 2, 2014 
 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Installation of any Lodge Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report of Service Pin Awards 

2. Report of Scholarship Comte  

3. Report of Christmas Comte  

4. Report of Raffle Comte 

5. Update on International Boutique 

6. Report on Rails & Stairs 

7. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Schedule Basement Project 

2. Report on Detectors & Lighting  

3. Other New Business  

4. Communications  

5. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 e-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 

-12- 

mailto:Potsenvt@madriver.com


OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2014 - 2015 
Brent V. Adams                      Worshipful Master            496-3774 

Christopher M. Keast             Senior Warden                  454-0174 

Gary A. Bombard                   Junior Warden                  496-2941 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                       Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                   Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Richard M. Lord                     Senior Steward                  496-7182 

  Vacant                                 Junior Steward                    

 Frederick R. Messer         Marshal                              793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield               Chaplain                            496-5667 

Vacant                                      Tyler     

                               MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com                 Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com     Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net             TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com          Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Janos Lawrence    artbyjanos@gmail.com  

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Virgil Liberty        virmar1947@yahoo.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Steve Maynard      sjmaynard@myfairpoint.net 
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                       Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                    Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Jon Hammond      jon@capitalsoccer.net    Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net  Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Brent Adams              Chairman                   496-3774 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s an ancient worldwide fraternity of dedicated men 

with commonly shared principles and a strong belief in God. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL DUES ARE $50 FOR 2014-15 AND ARE OVER DUE?  

PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR CARD ENDS MAY 2015 


