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A MESSAGE FROM THE EAST 
My Brothers, 
With the weather being so very nice the first week of October and with 

the helping hands we had, I want to say, ‘Thank you to all’. 
We needed a lot to be done; from supporting our Baked 
Beads effort beginning on Thurs. and Friday nights plus 
our food prep that night. The cooking and juggling between 
Bake Beads Tent Sale and the serving and take-outs of our 
annual Saturday night supper was just awesome. We have 
to ‘Thank’ Holliday and Rick Rayfield for a superb Chicken 
pie supper. I’m sure there are further details in this issue. 
We also need to ‘Thank’ Baked Beads’ Dave Cohen for his 
continuing support of our lodge and to those brothers who 
have volunteered their service for an overnight shift.  

WM Brent Adams     Next I’d like to ‘Thank” those brothers who helped us at 
the lodge’s Open House Saturday the 18th of October. It was a good turnout 
by a few of our curious friends and neighbors; plus a couple of visiting 
brothers from across “The Pond.”  

 Also to our Past Master’s Pres. Fred Messer for his efforts on the 
following weekend at the PM’s meeting and ladies night out at the Hilltop 
Restaurant in Barre. It was good meet with the Past Wor. Masters of the 6th 
Masonic District. 

Lastly, I‘m look forward to seeing each of you at our Tuesday night 
supper’s before each monthly meeting. This month we have a 50 yr. brother 
and family joining us to receive his Service Award Button.   

 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
Brent V. Adams,  
Worshipful Master   
 
 

NEXT LODGE MEETINGS – NOV. 4TH 
The Regular Tuesday Communication begin at 7:30 pm 

A Supper will be served before every meeting at 6:30 pm  
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING 
 It was a damp, after rain showers, day in early October when some 

of our brothers sat down to a nice chicken pie 
supper with cole slaw at 6:45 pm being served 
by Bro. Rick Rayfield.  

At 7:37 p.m. Worshipful Master Brent Adams 
called the meeting to order and the Sr. Deacon 
Travis Morse presented the National colors, 
while escorted by Gerry Maynard and Fred 
Messer, to the center of the lodge as W∴M∴ 

Brent Adams recited the Flag Charge; he also did the opening charge.  
The Officers Present: 

WM: Brent V. Adams   SD: Travis Morse 
SW: Christopher M. Keast  JD: Gordon Eurich - Acting 
JW: Gary A. Bombard   SS: Vacant 
Treasurer: Gerald M. Maynard JS: Vacant 
Secretary: Charles R. Kettles  Chaplain: Fredrick J. Rayfield 
Marshal: Fredrick R. Messer         Tyler: Vacant 

The secretary’s monthly minutes report for Sept., which was sent out 
in the Trestle Board to our members, was the first order of business. 
Hearing no changes, the master approved them as printed.  

 Next was the treasurer’s report for Sept. 2nd thru Oct. 7th which was 
moved by Chris to approve pending audit, which was second by Gary 
and so voted by the lodge. Fred made a motion that the Finance Comte 
meet and look into rolling over our low return fund into a better 
choice vehicle. This was 2nd by Gary Bombard and so approved by the 
lodge. 

Unfinished Business: The Nature Lovers Raffle was reviewed and 
only one book was turned in tonight. We need to get all the sold books 
in this week. The raffle is on the evening of the Chicken pie Supper. 
Rick will make up a few books tomorrow for sale at the supper. 

W∴ Brent said the Bake Beads watch is about all but set for this 

weekend and thanked those brothers who stepped up to help. Then 
Rick, who spoke with David Cohen, said he is looking for another place 
with better room to run his sale, so as to get out of the tent. Rick 
mention coming to the lodge?  Charlie reminded all that here was 
where Dave started and it was the town fathers who asked him to move  

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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Mad River Lodge’s Fall Open House Held 
Well it was a really terrible day, at least weather wise for Saturday, October 18th. 

It just poured and poured all day, it came down in buckets. W∴M∴ Brent Adams 

opened up the lodge at 10 am and went about setting out some snacks for our guests.  

It wasn’t too long, well it was actually almost two hours, before our secretary, 

Charlie Kettles showed up to lend a helping hand, where needed. Also within the 

next few minutes our Jr. Deacon Geoffrey Colby arrived in his full Revolutionary 

War reenactment uniform.  At the same time W∴ 
Brent had two guests upstairs and he was giving 

them a tour of our lodge rooms. Well it was worth 

being there when our guest met Bro. Geoff, who had 

just returned from next store where he just gave the 

barber’s kids a history lesson about our country. 

Did we mention the two guests were Wor. Bro’s 

visiting from Pecunia #3526 of the United Lodge of 

London, England. Bro’s Robert Taylor and James 

Roberts, who along with their wives were staying at Sugarbush and enjoying our 

damp fall foliage and the Bridge Street shops. 

We all had a great time exchanging fraternal information and how our lodges 

function and how we were fraternally joined in brotherhood.  

About this time Jr. Warden Gary Bombard arrived to join us. And shortly 

afterwards PM Robert Danaher showed up also to see how it was going. 

We had a few more visitors, including our newest District Deputy Grand Master 

Dexter Rowe? The last few guests were some curious ladies who just wanted to see 

what the men’s secret man-cave looked like? 

We had some very good press coverage on radio, cable TV and newspaper, but it 

was the weather and very little foot traffic all afternoon that ruled the day. 

HERE’S A GREAT OPPORTUNITY WHILE IT LASTS!!! 
My brothers, here’s the deal - at least a dozen of our lodge members have been 

enjoying this deal for over 15-yrs already. They all have a Life Membership, that’s 

why they have paid dues of only $35.00 a year to our lodge, instead of the $50.00.   

So after March 31, 2015, or the end of this present fiscal year, your last chance to 

save as least $100.00 now, because by paying a one-time fee of $300.00, for most of 

our members, you can get a Life Membership. That means you no longer have to 

pay Grand Lodge dues, which is also going up by another $5.00 this next year. 

If you are 60 years or older your one-time fee would be only $150.00. If you wait 

until next April it will be $200.00. Just do the math? And let your secretary know. 
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
because of the traffic problems he was 
creating!!! Maybe by spreading out his sale days 
and going a day longer it might make a big 
difference.  

Next was the Chicken pie report by Rick. He 
brought everyone up to date on how things were 
moving along – which was going very well 
according to Holliday, his co-chair, who said 

our members are being generous and it is all under control. So the 
chickens have been ordered, Gordie has gotten the squash, Gerry is 
doing the potatoes and some cabbage. The desserts are being made 
and we cleaned and set the tables in place tonight, some of which Fred 
repaired and thank goodness JoAnn is coming in tomorrow. 

SW Gary Bombard reported on our recent District #6 meeting in 
Northfield two weeks ago. He covered all the highlights and said it was 
a very good meal. He concluded that they had mentioned some of our 
brothers who have not gotten their Service Award Buttons. Our 
secretary reassured him that they were highly mistaken and we had 

only two member due and he hasn’t even 
ordered their pins yet. 

The next report was from the building comte 
on the status of the porch railings. Rick said the 
damp rainy weather may be holding us up a bit, 
but he hopes to have more of the railings up by 
Chicken pie night? He displayed some of the 
spindles that he and Fred have been working 

on and remaking. 
New Business:  

Whether our Lodge’s Open House will be on Saturday, October 18th 
was next. We had many ideas for this event, thus the need for a comte. 
Charlie will prepare a press release for this event and Rick will take 
the lead in organizing a tour of the lodge. It will be determined what 
will be served and what literature is available from our Grand Lodge?  

Rick thought that, if Geoff was available, he could wear his 
 

      (Cont. on Next Page) 
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OCT’s MONTHLY MEETING (Cont.) 
Revolutionary uniform to greet our guests which would be a novel 

approach. It will be interesting to see what we end up with? 
 Next a report from Charlie Kettles, our secretary, on the field trip 

to Westfield, MA to present to our 100-
year old brother Vigil Liberty with his 55-
year Service Award button and two 
certificates. Charlie accompanied PM Don 
Ritchie, who drove, and Bro. Bruce 
Fowler, who was recruited by Virgil into 
our lodge. We expended the better part of 
that Sunday of Sept. 28th on the road. SW 
Gary moved that Brother Don Ritchie be 
reimbursed for expenses incurred to  

Bruce,  Virgil  &  Don       recognize our past Treasurer and a worth-
while member of the order. [For more details see our Oct. Trestle 
Board.] 

The Past Masters meeting/dinner at The Hill Top Restaurant in Barre 
on Friday, October 24th was detailed by the Pres. of Dist. #6’s PM 
Assoc. Fred Messer. He said they had a great meal planned and the 
cost was $25/pp including Tax & tip. Fred said some entertainment 
was being planned.  

Also Fred mentioned that the room in the basement needs to be 
completed and he would like some help in finishing that task. And 
while he was at it he mentioned that the town asked him to help with 
the Memorial by the old Odd Fellows hall. He then mentioned that we 
need to plant Memorial Flags at the graves of our Masonic Veterans, 
which he has done some, but he cannot afford to pay for all the grave 
sites in the Valley.  

The Masonic Education for the evening was provided by Rick, who 
related his recent experience of a Rotarian asking him to show our 
lodge to a visitor? It was a visitor from Bella Russia, who was a Mason 
who was curious about the layout of our lodge in relationship to his 
own? He was intrigued by the differences and similarities.  

The lodge closed in form at 9:09 pm and we retired for ice cream and 
some special chocolate sauce –hmmm soooo good. 
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THE CHICKEN-PIE PACKED ‘EM IN 
For our Annual Mad River Lodge’s Chicken Pie Supper this was just a great 

one on Saturday, October 11th of this year. 

  Once again our committee’s chairman Rick Rayfield 

and his co-chair wife Holliday have out done themselves, 

especially during a time of personal loss.  

This year everything seemed to be so much more 

efficient? We were better organized, better staffed, and 

better coordinated. Starting with Fred Messer getting us 

started on Friday night. He had all the tables checked 

and repaired; where needed, he built a very cool table-

cloth caddy which holds the paper rolls and makes 

setting the tables so much easier, had the outdoor 

signage up and he even found time to call in to WDEV 

to let everyone know the times we serve. Next Gordie 

Eurich had all the squash, which he provides, all 

prepped and ready to go with big helping hands from 

Donnie Demas and JoAnn.  

Saturday morning saw the ladies, JoAnn Eurich and 

Carla Messer coming in and setting up the dining room. 

Rick and Brent Adams got the chickens cooking and 

Holliday’s check-list was being checked off as our 

members dropped off their donations of foodstuffs for 

the meal. By afternoon Gerry Maynard, who provides 

all the potatoes, arrived with them peeled by him and 

Wilma and ready for cooking. The kitchen was right on  

W∴M∴ Brent deboning Chickens   schedule by 5 o’clock all was pretty well set to go.  

It was one of the mildest Columbus Day weekends 

we’ve had in some time and folks were lined up early. 

Greeting our hungry guests was ticket-taker Charlie 

Kettles, who said we had some pre-seating tickets sold 

at the Tempest Book Shop and we allowed folks into the 

building a bit earlier since the kitchen was ready.  

When all were seated, Wor. Brent Adams welcomed 

everyone and our Chaplain/Chief Chef Rick Rayfield 

offered Grace before the meal.  

(Cont. on Page 9) 
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Happy 

Birthdays 
Now that winter’s Jack Frost is here we can wish these brothers 

the very best of a Happy Birthday. So from all of us, we wish you 
all a very special Happy Birthday. 

 
 

Everett C. Maynard   NOV.   6TH 

Gerald M. Maynard   NOV.   6TH 

Donald J. Demas    NOV.   7TH 

Timothy S. Baker    NOV.   9TH 

Gary H. Kenyon    NOV. 11TH 

John L. Hadden    NOV. 12TH 

Kyle E. Greenslit    NOV. 13TH 

David E. Jamieson    NOV. 20TH 

Stuart A. Maynard    NOV.  21ST 

 

 

   MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
 

Lauren H. Long                  Nov.  7th            64 Yrs. 

George R. Kingsbury         Nov.  7th            61 Yrs. 

 
 

FOR EXCELLENT JOBS WELL DONE 
To: Charlie Kettles for Layout, Mailing & Emailing of the Oct. issue. 
And to Brent Adam and Rick Rayfield.  Many Thanks to all – Editor 
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CHICKEN-PIE PACKED ‘EM IN (Cont.) 
The youthful servers that Holliday recruited were busy cutting and plating up all 

the apple and pumpkin pies for take-out and dessert. 

The girls who were a big help: Miranda Rayfield, 

Aurora Cunningham, Emily Chen and Shannon 

Adams who also served the beverages. 

      Not only did the first group of diners leave 

contented, but the staff turned around the clearing and 

re-setting of all the tables for the next seating before the 

scheduled time.  

The second seating this year appeared to be a larger 

group than usual. We want to thank Rick, and Brent 

Adams, Gordie Eurich and Fred Messer and Gary 

Bombard for their chefing. Our servers then went from 

table to table dishing out plates of hot chicken pie with 

Richard Backus, Fred Messer, Chris Keast and Gary 

Bombard handling those hot oven pans. The ladies who 

were serving and helping to keep up with demands of 

the take-outs orders: Rachel Keast, Vicky Kingsbury,  

Rick, Gordie and Brent       JoAnn Eurich, Carla Messer and Holliday. It was good 

to see so many of our returning brothers: such as 

Everett Maynard, Bill Peatman, Darryl Mays, Paul 

Kidder, PM’s Bob Howard and Marke Englert and 

their wives and friends. To all our friends and 

neighbors who stopped by for an enjoyable evening 

meal and to chat with local neighbors, we appreciate 

your continuing support. We also had some visitors 

from out of state who enjoyed this special seasonal 

New England fall dinner. 

Our Apple and Pumpkin Pies makers were: Louise 

Moulton, Rachel Keast, Allen Gaylord, Linda Sinnott, 

Suzanne Austin, Patty Backus, Ruth Pestle, Joan 

Foster, Brent and Shannon Adams, Ayla Walker and 

Holliday. And our Chickie-pie bakers were Vicky 

Kingsbury, JoAnn Eurich and Amy Jamieson. 

We hope we haven’t forgotten to mention you, but 

if we did please except our sincerest “thank you” for       

all of your help.”    

Holliday and the Girls     -9- 



Past Masters of 6th District met at Quarry Hill 
The business and Ladies night at The Hilltop Restaurant on Quarry Hill in 

Barre with the social hour beginning at 6 pm on Friday, October 24th.  
The chicken and muscactolli dinner was served family style starting at 7 

pm with salad, rolls and ending with some real nice desserts. The meal cost 
was $25.00 a person which also covered the tip. The annual meeting started 
at 7:45 pm as called to order by retiring Pres. Fred Messer (Mad River 77), 
who followed the Agenda for the meeting.  

Some highlights: The minutes of the Oct. 2013 fall district meeting was 
read and approved. Next the Treas’ report was read and it was noted that 
the checking account had been audited a week earlier by Bill Morse and 
found to be correct. The election of new officers went as follows: Lee 
Martenson (Summit 104) as President, David Freeman (DeWitt Clinton 15) 
as 1st VP, Paul White Sr. (Aurora 22) as 2nd VP and Douglas White (Aurora 
22) as Sec/Treas.  

After the business was concluded Patty Backus spoke about the Order 
of Eastern Star in VT and around the country and she related all the work 
that she and Richard, and many other OES members, have done and are 
continuing to do while promoting the Order and Masonry. 

It was a very enjoyable evening and the meeting closed about 8:20 
p.m.  We all ‘Thanked’ PM Randy Ricker for the job he’s done for the Past 
Masters Assoc.  

October’s Baked Beads at its best! 
Someone reading this Headline for the first time will think we’re 

talking about food? Of course most of the folks in the Mad River Valley 
know we are referring to jewelry! The 
costume jewelry and scarfs and associated 
sundry items which appear as if by magic? 
Well at least twice a year, in our town, a huge 
white tent is erected at Winter Park, near to 
the Movie Theater and Dave Cohen brings out 
all of his sales force to show off all of his 
wares to the public at reduced prices.  

So for very reasonable prices the informed public flocks here to take 
advantage of these precious ear-rings, bands, rings, scrunches’, scarfs 
and we don’t even know what all???  
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MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday – Nov. 4, 2014 
 

OPENING OF THE LODGE 

 

Installation of any Lodge Officers 

Reading of Minutes & Treasurer's Report 
 

Unfinished Business/ Committees:  

 

1. Report of Chicken Pie Comte 

2. Report of Bake Beads Comte  

3. Report on our Lodges Open House  

4. Report of Raffle Results 

5. Report of Finance Comte 

6. Report on Past Masters Dinner/Meeting 

7. Any Unfinished Business & Reports 

 

 New Business/ Committees: 

 

1. Appoint of Christmas Comte 

2. Other New Business  

3. Communications  

4. Masonic Education 

 

Petitions for Membership: 

 

1. Read Affiliation Petition & Ballot 

2. Balloting on Candidate – If favorable report 

 

 CLOSING OF THE LODGE  

 
Snail or e-mail: Articles, Comments, Notices and Dues to: 

 Charles Kettles - P. O. Box 448 -Waitsfield, Vt. 05673-0448 

 e-mail to: Potsenvt@madriver.com 
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OFFICERS:  MAD RIVER LODGE 2014 - 2015 
Brent V. Adams                      Worshipful Master            496-3774 

Christopher M. Keast            Senior Warden                   454-0174 

Gary A. Bombard                   Junior Warden                  496-3951 

Gerald M. Maynard               Treasurer                           496-3614 

Charles R. Kettles                   Secretary                            496-4880 

Travis L. Morse                       Senior Deacon                   583-1994 

Geoffrey G. Colby                   Junior Deacon                   917-4999 

Richard M. Lord                     Senior Steward                  496-7182 

  Vacant                                 Junior Steward                    

 Frederick R. Messer        Marshal                               793-2238 

Frederick J. Rayfield              Chaplain                             496-5667 

Vacant                                     Tyler     
                                

MASONIC E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Chuck Abere      7182chucka@nsbvt.com                 Clifton E Kew-II   ckew@uab.edu 

Brent Adams      cb3cats@aol.com     Charles Kettles      potsenvt@madriver.com 

Rich Backus        rkbackus@madriver.com   Dick Kingsbury     kingsbury@madriver.com 

Tim Baker           timbaker123@aol.com      Mike Kingsbury    mkingsbury@gmavt.net 

William Beard    resbeard@sover.net             TJ Kingsbury       tkingsbury@kingsburyco.com 

Kenton Blair       kblairvt@yahoo.com          Troy Kingsbury    kingsburys@mac.com 

Gary Bombard    bombardbldg@madriver.com  Janos Lawrence    artbyjanos@gmail.com  

Geoff Colby         colbydrypowder@hotmail.com  James Leith           morhunt@digital.net 

Bob Danaher       rjohndanaher@yahoo.com    Virgil Liberty        virmar1947@yahoo.com 

Marke Englert     marke_32nd@msn.com     Richard Lord        richardlord@madriver.com 

Gordie Eurich     gordyjoann@gmail.com   Steve Maynard      sjmaynard@myfairpoint.net 
Bruce Fowler       bgfhotza@madriver.com   Stuart Maynard    stumaynard@comcast.net 

Allen Gaylord      mapleman1977@yahoo.com    Darrell Mays         boogie@gmavt.net 

Willard Gove       wlgove@aol.com                       Fred Messer           fmesser@madriver.com 

Kyle Greenslet     bohose1918@gmail.com       Pete McMullen      prmandabm@cox.net 

Ryan Green          surreptitiousun@gmail.com    Travis Morse         schaubel777@aol.com 

Roy Hadden         hadden@wcvt.com                    Bill Peatman Jr.    rmwrp@aol.com 

Bruce Hyde          hydeaway@madriver.com    Rick Rayfield         rayfieldvt@aol.com 

Jon Hammond      jon@capitalsoccer.net    Donald Ritchie      donsunline@yahoo.com 

Jeff Hunsberger   denzone@myfairpoint.net     Jeffrey Silman        jsilman@idotaxes.com 

Dick Jamieson      mrjamieson@comcast.net  Wayne Whitelock   wrwhitelock@aol.com 

Jon Jamieson        jon@jamiesonins.com          Skip Flanders         wtbskip@comcast.net 

Jeffery Kahn         JHTK01@gmail.com      Bruce Humphrey   bhump48@yahoo.com 

Wendell Kathan    wendellmkathan@yahoo.com   Bill Morse               Bill@ju5tin.com   

Chris Keast           chriskeast@charter.net   Geo. Seymour         morebanjos@comcast.net 

Doug Kenyon        donnakenyon@gmavt.net   Grand Lodge VT   glsec@vtfreemasons.org 

Masonic Trestle Board Committee 
Brent Adams              Chairman                   496-3774 

Charlie Kettles           Editor                         496-4880 

Rick Rayfield             Member                      496-5667 

Bob Danaher              Member                      496-6818 
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VERMONT   05673-0448 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad River Lodge # 77 

4376 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What is Freemasonry? It’s a system of morality developed and inculcated by the 

science of symbolism. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL DUES ARE $50 FOR 2014-15 AND ARE OVER DUE?  
 


