
The Old Brick STOre and The FreemaSOnS
By Robert J. Danaher

In the historic downtown village of Waits-
field stands a two-story brick building which 
has for many years served the citizens of 
the Mad River Valley in a number of ca-
pacities, now occupied by the Freemasons 
and most recently used as the office of the 
Tropical Storm Irene volunteer flood relief  
operations.

Each year in October an annual chicken pie 
supper is held in the dining room, serving some 
200 to 300 hungry people anxious to partake in 
tasting of delicious home-cooked food put on by 
the Mad River Masons.

For many years between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas one may peer into the front windows 
of the lower level double deck porch to view a 
wide variety of assorted handmade crafted gifts 
collected from afar and sold to raise money for 
charitable causes; the International Boutique has 
become a treasured place to find many inspiring 
gifts for the holiday season.

Meetings are conducted on the second floor at 
various times during each month by the build-
ing’s owner, the Mad River Lodge of Freema-
sons, and, most recently, Valley Lodge 16 of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, both fra-
ternal orders having their mystic roots in the 
Middle Ages of Europe. In times past, the meet-
ing room was used by the local chapter of the 
Eastern Star, but they have since moved their 
group to Waterbury. Many local residents have 
connections with these organizations, which can 
be traced back to the founding and settlement of 
our town in the early 1800s.

A number of early settlers had fought as soldiers 
in the Revolutionary and French and Indian 
Wars, some of their names can be seen inscribed 
on a monument in the Village (Mill Hill) Cem-
etery and among them General Benjamin Wait 
for whom the town was so named.

General Wait, a Freemason, was a member of 
one of the first Masonic lodges in the state, lo-
cated at Windsor. He is known to have attended 
a number of meetings at King Hiram Lodge No. 
45. This lodge predated Mad River Lodge No.77 
in Waitsfield having been established in July of 
1817. The members of this Masonic Lodge held 
their meetings at several places in the area in-
cluding the home of Roderick Richardson, 
where members of the fraternity first gathered 
to organize on July 7, 1817.

The lodge was in existence for only 15 years un-
til it surrendered its charter on June 13, 1832, 
a consequence of the so-called “Great Excite-
ment,” historically known as “The Morgan Af-

fair.” The era of “Anti-Masonry” had opened 
with explosive repercussions in New York and 
a shockwave reverberated across the country as 
a result of this alleged murder conspiracy. The 
Anti-Masonic movement all but crippled the or-
ganization and many lodges and Grand Lodges 
went underground or became extinct across the 
country.

Vermont became caught up in the whirlwind but 
was able to maintain its Grand Lodge which was 
organized in 1794 and has operated undisturbed 
ever since. King Hiram Lodge No. 45 voted to 
stop all operations, severing their ties with the 
fraternity under extreme public pressure. There 
is no recorded evidence of any Masonic meetings 
being held in the Mad River Valley until the es-
tablishment of Mad River Lodge No. 77 in 1868.

In recent years the Masons building was begin-
ning to show the signs stress and the winkles 
of age became clearly visible, the structure was 
rapidly falling into a state of disrepair. Much dis-
cussion was abound about how to begin raising 
the finances to initiate the much needed repairs. 
There was even talk about selling the property 
as taxes continued to steadily increase and fund 
raising was on the decline. The funds were how-
ever found and it was decided to begin what 
work could be afforded; over a period of some 
five years a new metal roof was affixed, the elec-
trical wiring and plumbing systems were brought 
up to state code, masonry work was done to the 
exterior as bricks were loosening and the foun-
dation was strengthened with concrete, an old 
drainage troth was discovered and unearthed in 
the back of the building and the windows and 
doors were repaired and painted.

In the summer months of 2011 work began in 
renovating two rooms on the second floor, the 
decor in keeping with the period. At present, 
planning has begun on raising money to restore 
the historic double deck porch which is in a sad 
state of affairs. This endeavor will require much 
in the way of fund raising; a Capital Buildings 
Project is underway in this regard.

During the course of the renovations a tan 
clothbound ledger book containing 120 pages 
of handwritten notes (minutes) of King Hiram 
Lodge No.45, long thought to have been lost 
was found amidst the archives of their papers. 
Among the recorded minutes is a list of the first 
charter members of this lodge many from this 
town as well as the Masonic proceedings of the 
funeral of Gen. Benjamin Wait.

The early members of King Hiram Lodge 
No.45 included, in part, John Wakefield, Giles 
Eldridge, Jennison Jones, Mathais S. Jones, Ed-
mund Rice, James Joslin, Levi Wilder, Lewis
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Work on Mad River Lodge

We seamed a new roof, starting right at the top,
We continued on down, and never did stop.

We redid the wood floors; then most of the doors,
We revised the heat; where all of us meet. 

We redone the rooms; we made them more bright,
We fixed up the stairs; we added more light. 

We hung up new painting to all of the rooms,
We repacked away all our fancy costumes. 

We rebuilt the pump; so it wouldn’t corrode,
We replaced new plumbing on our commode.

We upgraded wiring thru-out all the whole place,
We cleaned up the rooms, and added new space. 

We then went ahead and installed some new rugs,
We poured ‘crete in the basement; got rid of the bugs.
We tucked the brick walls, painted windows and sills,

We done got the lead out! Oh, but the bills! 
We fixed up the ole lodge; from chimney to fuse,

Could never have done it without donations and dues! 
We did raised some dough from meals made of chicken,

But could not have gone far; without a remodeled kitchen.
We finished the rebuilding, remodel, restore,

Tuck-pointing, foundations and so much, much more.
Our job’s never done; till the new front porch conforms.

So we’ll jack it, and dig it and pour some new forms,
But our attractive front porch is just not lovely anymore,

Our neighbors just see it as the community’s eyesore.
We all pitched in time and muscle and money.

The end is in sight. Maybe next spring when it is sunny;
When the spindles are painted and looking newer again.
Then at that special moment together we’ll say, “Amen.”
And we’ll be pleased as we stand on the porch’s caissons;

when community and neighbors begin praising the Masons.

By Fred Messer 
Master Mason (32°)

Mad River Lodge 77 (WM)
Waitsfield

Continued on Page 23

Photos: Robert Danaher & Vermont 



December 20, 2012 The Valley Reporter  23

Briarcliff #2: Spacious family 
condo on the shuttle route between 
North and South. $225,000

South Village: Fabulous, bright & 
sunny 2 BR, 1 1/2 BA stand alone end 
unit condo w/ fireplace.   $168,000

Move Right In: 2BR townhouse in 
beautifully landscaped historic com-
plex. $185,000

RARE OPPORUNITY

North Lynx - Priced to sell!  Plenty 
of room for your family; 4BR, 3BA 
on shuttle bus route... $149,900

Briarcliff - Large end unit  3BR, 
3BA condo in great location on 
shuttle bus route between North 
and South. $212,000

Glades Condo. 1BR Close 
to restaurants and SHARC. 
On shuttle route. Tastefully 
decorated, sleeps up to six. 
Ground floor unit with outdoor 
space...$119,000

North Lynx: Large 4BR+loft. 
Amazing views of Sugarbush. 
Many recent updates. Plenty 
of room for family and friends. 
$155,000

Village Gate  Bright ground floor 
1BR condo in fantastic location 
close  to mountain, SHARC and 
restaurants. $53,000

Sugarbush One - 1BR, 2 decks, 
wood stove...$104,900

Summit 9 - 3BR, 2BA, end unit, 
second living area upstairs and extra 
small room for sleeping .  $254,000

Mountainside Condos
3-units available, Two ground floor 
(#7 & #8) and a middle floor (#16). 
All have 1 bedroom, patio and ski 
on/off access. 
Mountainside #16 - $102,900
Mountainside   #7 - $97,000
Mountainside   #8 - $106,900
#8: new carpet, stove, dishwasher

Full health club privileges with 
this beautifully maintained 2BR 
Bridges condo. Features a mud-
room, fireplace, deck and a washer 
and dryer. Offered for $57,500

This top floor condo gives you ulti-
mate privacy and terrific exposure to 
the afternoon sunlight. $88,500

Briarcliff

North Lynx

Mountainside

Bridges

Summit

Christmas Tree

Village Gate

Glades

South Village

Sugarbush One

Carroll Rd.

802-496-8000 • LincolnPeakProperties.com • 4403 Main St. - Waitsfield, VT 05673

Lincoln Peak Properties
Real Estate • Property Management

GREAT

seasonal rentals 

still a
vailable!

Village Gate  Completely redone 
condo in great location. Close to 
slopes, restaurants and SHARC. 
Incredible value at $49,000

Upper unit - $24,900.

CONDOMINIUMS

Powderhound

Price Reduction

Drastic Price Reduction

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

23 STOWE STREET •  WATERBURY
802-244-5321 •  WWW.STOWESTREETEMPORIUM.COM

Holden, Henry Jones, 
Stephen L. Sargent, Ed-
ward Falen, Simeon Stod-
dard, Ezra Jones, Calvin 
Howe, Zerah Munsel, Zerah 
Barnes, Jesse Carpenter, 
James Richardson, Rodney 
Smith, Alexander Phelps, 
David Sellock, Aaron 
Phelps, Timothy Dolbear, 
Thomas Sargent, Simeon 
Pratt, Benjamin Wait, Jona-
than Shattuck, Denslow Up-
ham, Roger Buckley, Henry 
Peabody, William A. Prentis, 

Samuel Jones, Jason Car-
penter, Daniel Wilder, Orm-
el Williams, Gilbert Selluck, 
Frederick Richardson, Ezra 
Jones Jr, Celphas Carpenter 
Jr., Harvey W. Carpenter, 
Joseph Sawyer, Cyrus Jos-
lin, Orange Smith, Ahria 
Richardson, Stevens Car-
penter, Stephen Rogers Jr., 
Seth L. Newton, and others 
who were initiated into the 
so-called “Craft” over the 15 
years the lodge was in exis-
tence.

Many organizations have 
reluctantly suffered the 
hardship of having to sell 
their buildings as mainte-
nance and upkeep along 
with taxes were gouging 
or depleting their funds. 
In September of 2011 the 
Freemasons of Mad River 
Lodge extended their hand 
to the local chapter of the 
Odd Fellows which was 
faced with this dilemma, of-
fering them an alternative. 
The Odd Fellows of Val-
ley Lodge No.16 had pur-

chased their lodge building 
located just up the street in 
1903; this building was then 
known as the “Old Brick 
Church” having been pre-
viously built as a church by 
and over the years housed 
several faiths since its con-
struction in 1837. Interest-
ingly, the construction of 
both building was initiated 
by the Roderick Richardson 
Family, early settlers in the 
town.

Of the Richardson family 
in this town, much can be 
said, they having been well 
to do and having serving 
the town, county and state 
in both politics and civil ser-
vice.

According to the Waits-
field Town History pub-
lished in 1909 by Matt 
Bushnell Jones, Roderick 
Richardson Sr. conducted 
a saddle shop in one of the 
original divisions located 
in what is known as “The 
Commons,” about 1830 he 
moved his shop to The Val-
ley and later built a store 
at the bottom of Parsonage 
Road. The building burned 
in a fire circa 1845 either 
partially or entirely and was 
then rebuilt and since that 
time was occupied and run 
as a store thereafter until 
1919 when it was bought by 
Walter E. Jones.

Names associated with the 
building include Roderick 
Richardson, Roderick Rich-

Continued from Page 22
Masons
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Construction at the Masonic Lodge on Main Street in Waitsfield. Photo: Robert Danaher 

Historic photo of Main Street, Waitsfield, and the Masonic Lodge. 
Photo: VT Historical Society. 
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1186 SUGARBUSH ACCESS ROAD, WARREN: This beauti-
fully remodeled A-frame is convenient to Rt. 100 yet tucked 
back from the road. Its spacious design features vaulted 
ceilings, 3 beautiful bathrooms, a large deck off the living 
room, a basement with a separate entrance & a storage shed 
3BR…$269,000 

18 HASTINGS ROAD, WAITSFIELD: Less than a mile from 
Waitsfield Village, this spacious home with an open floor 
plan & wrap-around deck is as pretty as it is practical. Its 
newly added in-law apartment has a its own separate en-
trance, all new appliances, & is perfect for extra family mem-
bers or generating rental income. Virtual Tour available on 
our website.  4BR…$304,000     

347 GLENVIEW ROAD, FAYSTON: Just up the road & around 
the bend from GMVS, the serene country setting of this 
beautiful Lindal Cedar Log home enhances its lovely land-
scaping, large outdoor deck, hot tub & numerous updated 
interior features. The gorgeous kitchen, fit for even the most 
particular of chefs, opens to a living room highlighted by a 
magnificent stone fireplace. Virtual Tour available on our 
website. 3BR…$329,000

97 WEST DRIVE, WARREN: Located conveniently close to 
Sugarbush’s Out To Lunch trail, this spacious home is being 
offered with most of its furnishings and boasts year-round 
views, an outdoor hot tub, sauna, steam shower, & lots of 
room, giving it great rental potential as well. Virtual Tour 
available on our website. 6 BR…$795,000   

FAYSTON HOLLOW ROAD:  If you love Sugarbush’s Mount Ellen, this lot would be the perfect place for building 
your very own home in the woods. It’s tucked off to the side of the Mount Ellen Access Road & the septic system 
has already been designed.  1.03 Acres…$54,000

MOUNTAINSIDE, WARREN: Located in the original Sugarbush 
Village, these well-placed condos easily lend themselves to 
serving as primary homes, year-round vacation getaways or 
for generating rental income. The Out To Lunch Trail runs right 
along the building & the winter shuttle stops at the covered 
bridge. 1-2BR From……$95,000 - $219,000

SUNDOWN 18, WARREN: Tastefully decorated with under-
stated charm, this lovely condo is a pleasure to come home 
to in every season. Offering new appliances, a wood-burning 
fireplace and a loft space that can be used for any number of 
purposes, it’s also conveniently close to Route 100 & Sugar-
bush Resort. 3BR…$210,000

Search the MLS online at www.gravesrealty.net or visit us on the 
corner of the Sugarbush Access Rd and RT 100.
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Construction at the Masonic Lodge on Main Street in Waitsfi eld. Photo: Robert Danaher.

Masons
ardson Jr., J. B. Richard-

son, R. J. Gleason & J. H. 
Hastings, Charles J. Green, 
Jacob Boyce, Francis A. 
Boyce, Mariam Boyce, G. 
N. Billings and Walter E. 
Jones.

Artifacts left by some of its 
previous owners can still 
be seen inside the building. 
The Masons who purchased 
the building in 1920 are 

presently work-
ing to preserve 
these historic 
treasures.

Several ledgers 
were uncovered 
in the attic of the 
building. They 
detail some of 
the day to day 
transactions of 
goods and items 
purchased in 
the mid to late 
1800’s when the 
building was 
operated by the 
Jacob and later 
Frank Boyce 
Company.

When electric-
ity came to the 
valley area, the 
building was 
wired by Mr. Al-
ton Farr and a track section 
of the old knob and tube 
system in the basement has 
been preserved.

The building was a site for 
one of the fi rst telephone 
toll stations in the Mad Riv-
er Valley circa 1891 while 
the building was used by F. 
A. Boyce as a store. Some 
paperwork about the phone 
still exists. Mr. Farr also a 
mason founded the Waits-
fi eld Telephone Company 
which has been a family 
business to the present day.

The building also served 

at times as a post offi ce, 
town clerk’s offi ce, mer-
cantile store, general store 
and feed store. Several out 
buildings were located in 
the back (west side) of the 
building but have long since 
been torn down.

Charles J. Green operated 
the building as a store for a 
period of time prior to sell-
ing it to Walter E. Jones in 
1919, who in turn sold it to 
Mad River Lodge in July of 
1920. Many of those who 
had connections with the 
building since its construc-
tion have been connected 
with the fraternity.

The Vermont Diamond Snowflake Collection 
Also Available with Colored Gemstones

F E R R O
Estate & Custom Jewelers

91 MAIN STREET, STOWE VILLAGE 
802.253.3033  -  WWW.FERROJEWELERS.COM 

Let it snow...

Continued from Page 22

Time capsule for the Masonic Lodge on Main 
Street in Waitsfi eld. Photo: Robert Danaher.


